The state of the UK’s bats

National Bat Monitoring Programme Population Trends 2008

Summary

O Statistically significant positive trends were again reported for lesser
horseshoe bat (Hibemnation Survey & Colony Count), Natterer’s bat
(Hibernation Survey) and common pipistrelle (Field Survey).

O Statistically significant positive trends were again reported for
greater horseshoe bat (Colony Count), and for the first time, for
whiskered/Brandt’s bat (Hibernation Survey) and noctule (Field
Survey). However these results should be treated with caution at
present.

O In 2007 brown long-eared bat showed a significant increase for the
first time from the Colony Count, but this is no longer the case due
to low counts in 2008.

O Statistically significant negative trends were again reported for
common pipistrelle and soprano pipistrelle (Colony Counts). Both
these results should be treated with caution due to the mobility of
pipistrelle colonies. Field Surveys for each of these species are
presently considered more robust.

O Surveys for other species showed no statistically significant changes.

Background

Bats have undergone severe declines historically. The National Bat
Monitoring Programme (NBMP) was put in place to trigger
conservation action in the event of further declines. The bat populations
studied in the NBMP appear to have been relatively stable during the
last decade, with the overall trend weakly positive. Bats would appear
to have benefited from strict legal protection, direct conservation action
and public education, but remain vulnerable to pressures such as
landscape change and development.

Introduction

This summary report on species population trends from the National
Bat Monitoring Programme (NBMP) covers the period Jan 1997 —
September 2008. It aims to be a quick reference guide to our current
trend results. For the full report visit:
www.bats.org.uk/pages/nbmp_reports.html.

The Bat Conservation Trust has been running the NBMP since 1996,
with core funding for the programme from the Joint Nature
Conservation Committee (JNCC) since 2001. It is the longest running,
purpose-built, multi-species monitoring programme for mammals in the
UK and we can currently produce statistically robust population trends
for 11 of the UK’s 16 breeding bat species.

We use three main survey methods to monitor the UK’s bats.

O Field/Waterway surveys with bat detectors
O Hibernation site surveys

O Summer maternity colony counts
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Some species are monitored using more than one of the survey
methods. As a general rule, trends from our field surveys currently take
priority, followed by the Hibernation Survey, and then by Colony
Counts. Methods of analysis are reviewed frequently to ensure the most
reliable interpretation of trends and identify where further research is
needed to improve our understanding.

Since May 2008, NBMP data have enabled bats to be included in the
UK Biodiversity Indicators (www.jncc.gov.uk/biyp) which help
measure progress towards the Government’s target of halting
biodiversity loss by 2010.

Three species — lesser horseshoe bat, Natterer’s bat and common
pipistrelle — have consistently shown significant increases for several
years. Greater horseshoe bat, whiskered/Brandt’s bat and noctule are
currently showing statistically significant increases, but these trends
need to be interpreted with caution, for example because the increases
have not been sustained, or because there is a high level of uncertainty
about the estimates. For these species further years of monitoring will
be required before we can be confident that a consistent and sustained
increase is happening. The NBMP is continually seeking to improve its
methodology in order to reduce these uncertainties.

Four species — Daubenton’s bat, serotine, soprano pipistrelle and brown
long-eared bat — are currently assumed to be stable. There are
significant uncertainties about some of these species, and we will
continue to look for more conclusive evidence over the coming years.
Species of possible concern include soprano pipistrelle and brown long-
eared bat, both of which are on the BAP list of priority species.

Possible factors which may be contributing to population increases
include milder winters, improvement of water quality, targeted
conservation work under the Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP),
improvements in public attitudes and the legal protection afforded to all
bats roosts since 1981.
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