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Biodiversity/Conservation –Karen Haysom, Lisa Hundt, 

Kate Barlow 
 

Director of Conservation – Karen Haysom 

Meetings attended 
Scottish project steering group meeting, 7 October, SNH Great Glen House, Inverness 

KH and Laura Dunne attended meeting with Anne Youngman and Rob Raynor (SNH).  This is a routine 

meeting to review the progress of the Scottish project.  After this meeting, line management of AY is 

being transferred to LD. 

 

BES /IEEM parliamentary reception, 27 October, Portcullis House. 

This event was run jointly by British Ecological Society and IEEM.  It focused on managing biodiversity 

beyond 2010 and included several talks by high profile speakers (Bob Watson, Defra chief scientist; Pavan 

Sukhdev Study leader of TEEB project (The Economics of Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity (TEEB); 

Steve Ormerod (President of British Ecological Society); Lord Selborne. 

 

The emphasis was on promoting the fact that we will miss all 2010 targets and the urgent need to take 

actions for biodiversity that will stem declines.   Pavan Sukhdev‟s talk linked economic values to systems 

–e.g. 5 million people „s livelihoods dependent on coral reefs.  Failure to invest in preventing climate 

change related damage to coral reefs will have been a choice to do without coral reefs, and will result in 

economic damage to large population groups. 

 

KH holds a copy of the delegate list and the BES/IEEM October 2009 paper/position statement 

“Conserving and Managing Biodiversity Beyond 2010.  A large number of high level personnel from a 

wide range of conservation, research, NGO and environmental organisations represented.  Very few MP‟s 

despite the location. 

 

Tracking Mammals Partnership online meeting, 4 November, Battersea Park. 

BCT hosted a meeting on behalf of JNCC.  Jonathon Reynolds (GWCT), David Noble (BTO), Pierre 

Tellier (TMP coordinator at JNCC), Philip Briggs and KH discussed the presentation of species data on the 

TMP website and strategies to provide the most informative resource for stakeholders.  Each organisation 

has undertaken to develop a draft species information sheet for future discussion. 

 

BTO Multi-taxa workshop, 17 November, Thetford. 

KH was an invited speaker at this workshop at BTO headquarters.  The meeting brought together a range 

of recording groups and a small number of NGOs (including Butterfly Conservation and ARC) to discuss 

various issues associated with monitoring and species recording, to enable information exchange among 

taxa groups.   Andy Clements (BTO CEO) introduced the day, and referred to the new BTO strategy, a 

part of which is exploring what BTO‟s role should be for non-bird taxa.  KH outlined BCT‟s experience of 

developing bat biodiversity indicators for policymakers.  The majority of participants were from small 

species recording groups, many with limited resources, so there was a particular interest in distribution 

information, and the most well-received talk was a presentation on the BTO online resources for volunteer 

surveyors and the current BTO atlas. 

 

NGO /European Commission meeting, 30 November, EU Commission office Westminster.    

KH attended a meeting with the Infringements Unit of DG Environment, alongside up to 20 

representatives of other environmental NGOs.  This is an annual information exchange meeting, which 

runs a day ahead of a similar information exchange between the Commission and Defra.  Experiences 

under various environmental directives (Habitats Directive, Water Framework Directive, Environmental 
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Liability Directive etc) are discussed, including situations that give the NGOs cause for concern.  KH 

attended in an information gathering capacity. 

 

Stephen Gregory, 14 December, Battersea Park. 

Stephen Gregory is undertaking a PhD in Frank Courchamp‟s team (Ecologie, Systématique, et Evolution) 

at Université Paris-Sud.  He has been examining NBMP colony data for evidence of potential Allee 

effects.  This has been an interesting and productive collaboration.  Stephen has a manuscript in 

preparation, hopefully to be submitted in early 2010 to Journal of Applied Ecology.  The potential for a 

second paper and follow-on work was discussed. 

 

Tony Gent (Amphibian & Reptile Conservation Trust), Battersea Park, 18 December. 

KH and TG had a meeting to focus on common ground between the work of ARC and BCT‟s NBMP.  The 

original purpose of the meeting was to bring together data managers from ARC‟s volunteer programme 

and BCT‟s NBMP, but in the event this meeting functioned as a scoping meeting for that (planned for a 

later date) and was wide-ranging across monitoring, biodiversity work, and support of local groups.  There 

will be another BCT/ARC meeting in mid January, which will explore a wider range of issues common to 

both NGOs, and potential opportunities for working together. 

 

Project Work 

NBMP  

The post of Development Manager was re-advertised and interviews held on 9 November.  The post is a 

re-development of a role previously undertaken by Jules Agate.  The new post will lead the development 

of new training courses and resources for the NBMP and Count Bat teams, contribute to the delivery of 

NBMP (reporting etc), be active in developing new scientific projects and partnerships and line manage 

/oversee the line management of other NBMP staff.   As for other recently recruited scientific posts, we 

were delighted to be able to interview several very strong candidates, and to appoint Dr Kate Barlow to the 

role.  Kate will be moving from her investigations role to the NBMP team in late December. 

 

As part of the NBMP contract renegotiation process, JNCC had proposed that we hold two meetings for 

NBMP government stakeholders.  These took place in Peterborough on 21 October and in Bristol on 3 

December.   It is the first time that other stakeholders have been brought together formally to discuss the 

NBMP and their relationship with it. The purpose of calling these meetings was to allow the stakeholders 

to influence the work of the NBMP, discuss their evidence needs and explore the potential availability of 

funding streams that might contribute to the gap between the JNCC contribution to the programme and 

actual cost.  The stakeholders that participated in the discussions were Defra, NE, CCW, SNH, FC and 

DOENI.  Environment Agency has suggested a separate unilateral meeting early in 2010, as they were 

unable to make either date.  Key themes from the discussions are being synthesised as a discussion 

document between JNCC and BCT and used to inform the next three year work programme. 

 

Welsh Agri-environment Monitoring project 

For details of full project progress see separate section of the report.  KH contributed to a multi-author 

paper about the original desk-study (preceding WAG contract) which examined the potential impact of the 

Tir Gofal agri-envrionment scheme on selected focal species.  This is a conference paper and has been 

submitted for potential inclusion at the Association of Applied Biology meeting to be held in Leicester in 

April 2010 on the theme Agri-enviroment schemes – what have they achieved and where do we go from 

here? 

 

BICCO-Net 

Philip Briggs represented KH at the BICCO-net project meeting that was held on 1 October.  Recent 

project work has focused on identifying the most appropriate climate variables to include in data analyses.  

The main project group has completed a draft review of modelling methodologies. 
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Biodiversity Officer – Lisa Hundt 
 

Project development 
Bats and Churches  

LH has been working in partnership with Natural England and the bats groups operating in the 

Lincolnshire diocese to draft a protocol on bats and churches. The aim of the document is to provide 

guidance and help so that the presence of bats does not cause any delays or inconvenience to scheduled 

works and the importance of getting surveys done before any works are scheduled is understood. The 

protocol will be circulated along with a newly drafted leaflet on bats and churches in the new year.   

 

Meetings 

Bat BAP Steering Group 

LH organised the 13
th
 Bat BAP Steering Group Meeting. The meeting was held on the 24

th
 November 

2009. Attendance was a little lower this year owing to cuts in travel budgets and the proximity of the date 

to the mammal symposium. Nevertheless there was useful discussion and information sharing including 

highlights from attendees, updates from the respective SNCO‟s and a presentation from the Biodiversity 

Action Reporting System. For a copy of the minutes please contact LH.  

 

UK Biodiversity Partnership Conference 

LH and JH attended the UK Biodiversity Partnership Conference on the 7
th
 and 8

th
 of October in York. It 

was an interesting conference focussing on the valuation of biodiversity and its place within the post 2010 

targets and the BAP process. The reception of this concept was mixed, but some interesting workshops and 

conversations came out of it. Main highlights were the case studies on work within the aggregates industry 

and the involvement of tourism to generate funding for future projects. The various synopses of the 

conference and summary of presentations can be found at: http://www.keystone-group.co.uk/biodiversity/. 

 

Other meetings 

 Wildlife and Countryside Link – Biodiversity Working Group (Oct, Nov & Dec) 

 England Woodland Biodiversity Group (Woodland BIG) (Oct, Nov & Dec) 

 Entec Workshop – The 2010 review of the NERC Act (Dec) 

 Natural England Workshop – Guidance for Onshore Wind Developments (Oct & Dec) 

 

Consultations 

Proposals for a fairer and better environmental enforcement – 14
th
 October 2009 

  

LH submitted comments on a joint Defra and Welsh Assembly Government consultation on Government 

proposals for more transparent, proportionate, consistent and effective environmental enforcement in 

England and Wales. The proposals included introducing new regulator-imposed civil sanctions to help 

create a better graduated system of enforcement; and initial proposals to strengthen the role of the criminal 

courts in sentencing the worst cases, which would continue to be prosecuted.  

The proposals are designed to give regulators better tools to protect the environment and communities, and 

to level the playing field for compliant business. It is proposed that the Environment Agency, Natural 

England and Countryside Council for Wales should be able to use civil sanctions. 

 

The proposals would introduce the following civil sanctions for regulators to use: 

 a range of enforcement notices: a Compliance Notice; Restoration Notice; and Stop Notice  

 Fixed Monetary Penalties - for lesser examples of non-compliance  

 Enforcement Undertakings - by which an operator could offer voluntary commitments to comply, 

and to fully make amends for the effects of their non-compliance. The regulator may decide to 

accept an Undertaking instead of imposing other sanctions.  

 Variable Monetary Penalties - enabling regulators to impose a proportionate financial penalty for 

moderately serious non-compliance, including removal of financial benefit from non-compliance.  

http://www.keystone-group.co.uk/biodiversity/
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Other Partnership Meetings 
 
Mobilising Biological Information 23 September 

JH and KH attended this NE led workshop to share information and develop the protocols for biological 

recording and encourage data sharing via the NBN. There was good attendance from a range of national 

species NGOs, local record centres and NE staff. Presentations included a fascinating demonstration of the 

Agri-Environment Tool Natural England have developed which gives access to NBN species and habitat 

data to site owners/managers to help tailor agri-enviornment schemes management prescriptions as well as 

talks on how Buttefly Conservation, the British Lichen Society and Botanical Societ of the British Isles 

mobilise date from their recording and monitoring schemes, an update on the new national charity 

representing  all local records centres 

 

Wildlife and Countryside Link (England) _- Link forward strategy review 

BCT staff have attended meetings to develop WCL‟s forward strategy, which was published in December.  

 

Natural England meetings  

JH and ID met with Andrew Wood and Britt Cordey from Natural England to discuss BCT and NE‟s 

relationship and forward plans, political support for biodiversity and the the impact of the downturn. JH 

and other wildlife NGO CEOs met with Helen Philips, NE for similar discussions and for an update from 

NE on their plans to prioritise areas to work on the landscape approach and achieve benefits across taxa 

and habitats. 

 

Joint Mammal organisations meeting 2 December 2009 

JH attended a meeting with the CEOs of PTES, the Mammal Society and VWT to share plans for 2010 and 

experience on common issues such as human resources (staff handbooks/policies). This group plans to 

meet every 6 months. 

 

EBLV Stakeholder meeting  14 December 2009 

JH, LD and HM attended this UK group which coordinates best practice for bats and rabies risk 

management across the UK. The group is attended by conservation, vet/animal health and human health 

organisations. Updates were given on the latest EBLV cases, passive and active surveillance and BCT‟s 

Helpline service‟s work and Health Protection Scotlands proposed new protocols. BCT is concerned that 

the latter do not follow best practice agreed across the UK, and are lobbying for consistent standards. 
 

Investigations Project 
 

The following incidents have been reported to BCT:  

October: 

North Yorks – member of public reported concerns over disturbance to bats in a barn they had converted 

which was subject to further works by new owners. Investigated by police, no signs of bat roost or offence, 

no further action taken. 

Surrey – bat group member concerned over disturbance of bats in a barn used for various activities. 

Working with bat group and Natural England to provide advice to barn owners and managers to find way 

forward for both bats and activities to go ahead in barn. 

Oxfordshire – member of public reported neighbouring property had installed mesh netting which was 

disturbing access to a bat roost. Investigated by police, site subject to a planning application and mesh 
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installed to prevent housemartins nesting to allow works to go ahead at a particular time of year. No 

evidence of offence, no further action taken. 

Essex – residents reported concerns over disturbance of a bat roost in a large house of flats. Further 

conversion works started, bat roost known in roof space. Police investigating. 

Cornwall – report received from a member of the public of a building being demolished which has a bat 

roost in it. Police investigating. 

Buckinghamshire – bat worker reported damage to a bat roost in a house where previous roost visit 

undertaken. New owners doing work in roof, not aware of presence of bats. Work was stopped and a bat 

consultant brought in by builders to provide advice on how to continue. Police investigating. 

Oxford – bat killed during tree surgery works. Appeared to be genuine mistake, tree surgeon had checked 

before works started and seen no cavities. NE providing advice on improving protocols and training, also 

reported to police for information. 

Hertfordshire – pipistrelle bat advertised for sale on Ebay, noted as found in woodland. Reported as an 

illegal item and removed. 

Kent – member of public reported trees being removed with bat roosts in on a site that is in early planning 

stages to avoid having to deal with bats later. Police investigating. 

November: 

West Yorkshire – member of public reported disturbance to bats in a mill building being demolished, no 

signs bats present following information received from Council. No further action taken. 

London – member of public reported concerns over disturbance to bat roost during demolition of football 

club buildings. Police liaising with Council to ensure bat advice taken before buildings demolished. 

Cornwall – bat consultant reported destruction of bat roost in building, roof removed under method 

statement but mitigation work to complete roof not finished so roost lost. Police investigating.  

Devon – large development on site where bats roosting and foraging, habitat lost with no mitigation put in 

place. Police investigating extent of impacts on bats with assistance from batworker. 

Cambridgeshire – member of public reported tree removed by Council without following bat method 

statement. Reported to police. 

Yorkshire – bat skeleton advertised for sale on Ebay as a parti-coloured bat from Europe. Reported to 

NWCU and report made of illegal item to Ebay. 

Lancashire – member of public provided report to police that roost shortly to be disturbed during a 

development about to start. Police to do site visit. 

Lancashire – report received of disturbance to bats during tree surgery. Tree surgeon discovered bats when 

working on a tree, lowered branch, stopped and contacted bat group. Bat group to erect bat boxes in local 

area, no further action taken. 
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December: 

Strathclyde – wildlife crime officer reported case of bat roost destruction. Bat survey identified roost and 

that licence would be required before building could be demolished, but demolition went ahead before 

licence obtained. Police investigating. 

Essex – member of public reported building about to be demolished for development but Essex Wildlife 

Trust identified bat roost in building last year. Council taking no action so reported to police. Also spoke 

to on-site contractors who said they will inform developers before starting work on building. 

Northamptonshire – member of public reported development which may affect bat roost. Old planning 

permission existing, renewed planning permission identified presence of bats and was refused on bat 

issues, work going ahead under old permission. Reported to Council for investigation. 

Surrey – advice provided to householder in summer on property where bat roost in cavity wall. Council to 

install cavity wall insulation, advice provided to householder on bats but Council completed work without 

following advice. Police investigating.  

Numbers of incidents reported to BCT tends to be lower over the winter months than in the summer. This 

is reflected in the lower numbers reported here than in the previous quarter. Despite this, numbers of 

reported incidents are almost double that of the same period in both 2007 and 2008 (when on average 5 

cases were reported each month). 

BCT is grateful to bat workers, consultants and the public for their assistance in bringing cases to light and 

to the police, SNCOs and CPS/PF for investigating incidents. In addition to the above, numerous reports 

are received which comprise „less concrete‟ incidents and those from „non-genuine‟ informants. These can 

take up significant time but have not been included in this report. 

Wildlife crime priority and partnership working:  

In October BCT was awarded funding for work on the Investigations Project for bat crime prevention in 

Scotland from PAW Scotland to cover work in the period from October 2009 to March 2011. The main 

areas of work are writing generic impact statements for common Scottish species, awareness raising 

activities including preparation of a leaflet and poster, practical training for wildlife crime officers, 

guidance on bats for enforcement groups dealing with bat crimes and a project looking at whether UV 

lamps can be used to identify bat urine at roost sites. 

KB attended the Plenary Group meeting of PAW Scotland in Edinburgh on 27
th
 October.  

Other activities under the Investigations Project: 

KB completed a training session on bats for Wildlife Crime Officers as part of a Wildlife Crime Officers 

Training Course held at Tulliallan, Fife in November. 

Kate Barlow will be moving on from the Investigations post to work on the NBMP team after Christmas. 

BCT are currently recruiting for a replacement Investigations Officer and interviews will be held in 

January 2010. 
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Bats and the Built Environment - Carol Williams 
 

Royal Town Planning Institute Biodiversity Interest Group 

This collaborative working group comprising ex UK Green Building Council task group members and the 

Environmental Planning and Protection Network of the Royal Town and Planning Institute is chaired by 

CW. The initial work of this group is now complete and CW has written a report entitled „Investigating 

ways of utilising data supplied to Local Planning Authorities to report on change to biodiversity as a result 

of planning consents‟. The key components of the report are related to the biodiversity summary form and 

associated guidance created as a result of the groups work and the review of PPS9 and its associated 

documents. The report is with the RTPI and should be disseminated early in 2010. 

 

The summary form does include a table of recommended provision within built structures for building-

reliant birds and bats as enhancement for new developments. This form is now part of a pilot project taking 

place in north east England. The pilot is being coordinated by the North East Environmental Records 

Centre with support from Defra and Natural England and with the Interest Group in a supporting role. Two 

planning authorities will pilot the use of the form between January and March 2010 and a report on the 

findings of this will be completed mid-summer. The next anticipated stage would be to act on the feedback 

contained in the report and assuming the form is useable that the RTPI will instigate the adoption of the 

use of this on a national basis.                                                                                                                          

 

Eco-town biodiversity worksheet 

This worksheet entitled „Biodiversity positive: eco-towns biodiversity worksheet‟ was launched on 1
st
 

December. It has been produced by the Town and Country Planning Association and Natural England in 

collaboration the Department for Communities and Local Government and with a small steering group 

upon which BCT was represented. Many of CWs recommendations have been included in the final 

document such as the issue relating to artificial lighting and bats and a link to the document on our website 

about this; a section on integrating biodiversity into built structures; monitoring using NBMP and a link to 

the relevant pages; a link to the forthcoming book (mentioned below) is to be added to the design section; 

a table of the recommended number of bat and bird, nest and roost provision as enhancement in built 

structures in new developments and a two page annex that instructs how to use bats as biodiversity 

indicators for eco-towns based on NBMP transect and colony count methodology. It is hoped this will 

document will link developers to BCTs range of information on how to consider and provide for bats 

(lighting and roost provision) and also on how to monitor the success or otherwise of these measures to 

allow future improvements in provision for bats. It is further hoped that this practical application of 

monitoring bats as indicators in a built environment will be applied more broadly in this context and will 

encourage adoption as an indicator for the Towns, Cities and Development Strategy Implementation 

Group. 

 

The Strategy for Sustainable Construction 

In mid-October CW met with John Newman of the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 

(previously BERR) with regard the Strategy for Sustainable Construction and the recently published 

Progress Report on this. The meeting was to discuss ways in which the biodiversity section could be 

strengthened. Modifications to the overarching target for biodiversity were suggested and information 

given on ongoing work being undertaken by BCT that would inform the contents of the biodiversity 

chapter such as such as those related to the planning system (demolition, Listed Building Consent) 

recommendations in the Green Building Council Biodiversity Task Group report (such as the reinstatement 

of the appropriate core output indicator) and RTPI workstreams (as detailed above). The direct relevance 

of the BCT book on biodiversity for low and zero carbon homes was also highlighted with the result that 

the John Newman has reviewed the book on behalf of BIS. For many of the points we discussed it was 

clear that the responsibility for biodiversity was shared predominantly between three government 

departments and that communication between these was minimal. It was decided that the best way forward 
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would be to hold a meeting where all three departments would discuss these shared responsibilities and 

resolve long-standing issues.  The first such meeting has taken place and is reported below. 

 

Cross Government Department Biodiversity meeting 

As a result of the meeting with John Newman of BIS reported above, a cross Government departmental 

meeting was held at BIS on 27 November. Present were representatives of Defra, BIS and DCLG as well 

as Mike Oxford of the Association of Local Government Ecologists (ALGE) and with CW as chair. On the 

agenda were matters relating to the Strategy for Sustainable Construction; PPS 9 and associated planning 

documents and guidance; EPS and demolition and Listed Building Consent and the biodiversity planning 

toolkit. The specific actions of this meeting are confidential at present due to the relevant government 

department publications as yet being unpublished but were of a positive nature. It was generally felt that to 

meet in this way was beneficial for all involved and was an aid to inter-departmental communication and 

clarity on biodiversity and delivering on this.  It was agreed that these meetings should be held at 6-9 

monthly intervals with the next one to be held mid-summer.  

 

BCT book on óBiodiversity for low and zero carbon buildingsô 

This book is to be published by RIBA Publishing and contains new material including architects drawings 

of bespoke provision for bats and birds made possible as a result of support by Natural England. In the last 

quarter the book has been through a number of versions and continued to be consulted over widely, such as 

a meeting in November with the Barn Owl Trust. Finally on 5
th
 December the proof was produced by the 

publishers and disseminated to those who had agreed to carry out a review and supply comments.  

 

 

All comments from reviewers had been received by CW by 16
th
 December and on Monday 21

st
 December 

a copy of the proof with all reviewers comments and CWs own comments added had been returned to the 

publishers. Many very encouraging comments have been received such as „ I think the book is outstanding 

– both in concept, content and writing style‟. The second and final proof is in the process of being 

produced. It is anticipated that this will be with CW for final checks in early January and once the 

foreword by Helen Phillips of Natural England has been received and the details for the cover have been 

decided it will then be sent for production. The launch will take place at Ecobuild in early March 2010 and 

arrangements for this and a second launch event are now underway. 

 

Ecobuild 

CW has been working with the organisers of the event with regard the Biodiversity Pavilion and the 

biodiversity input in the form of seminars and other related activities during the exhibition. The launch of 

the above mentioned book will be a well advertised event and the details of just how this will take place 

will be decided in early January – it is anticipated that CW will give a talk at the launch with another 

invited speaker and that as well as those attending the event a number of specific invitations will be issued. 

 

 

 

Reviewers Organisation 

Phil Lewis Defra 

Tony-Mitchell Jones & Allan Drewitt Natural England 

Brian Murphy GreenSpec 

Mike Oxford Association of Local Government Ecologists 

John Newman Dept of Business Innovation and Skills (BIS) 

Paul King/Ellie Austin UK Green Building Council 

Edward Mayer Swift Conservation 

Julia Hanmer & Shirley Thompson BCT 

Richard Crompton Trustee of BCT 

Paul Racey Scientific advisor to BCT 
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Research  

Breathable membranes research ï University of Reading collaboration 

The main objectives of this research are to gain an understanding of the impacts of the use of breathable 

membranes on bat roosts and to disseminate the findings and recommendations as a guidance document 

for use by both the building industry and conservation organisations.  BCT are the industry partners in this 

research with CW as a supervisor. The project commenced in late September 2009 with a period of taught 

modules.  During this time the researcher, Stacey Waring, has worked to define a timeline and project plan 

for her research and carried out a literature search; in the process identifying gaps in published information 

for key areas. Also during this quarter a steering group of key stakeholders has been formed and includes 

representation from SNCOs, industry and bat and buildings experts. The first steering group meeting is 

booked for February. Stacey has spent two days at the BCT offices and been integrated into the IT system 

and spent time with the staff. On the second occasion this coincided with a seminar by Orly Razgour on 

her grey long-eared bat research. Other meetings with Stacey have taken place at Reading University. A 

great deal of interest has been expressed in the findings of this research both from bat workers and from 

roofers, architects and other industry professionals. 

 

Grey long-eared bat research 

On 2
nd

 November Orly presented a staff forum on the impressive amount of work that has been carried out 

during the first year of her research into the conservation biology of the grey long-eared bat, Plecotus 

austracus. It was an interesting and inspiring presentation and it was good for Orly to meet the BCT team 

in the Battersea office. It was especially useful for Orly and Stacey to meet as two BCT linked researchers 

who would otherwise rarely have the chance to do so.  

 

Other Liaison and events 

 
22

nd
 October CW met with Vincent, Ian, Julia and Amy to review the project. 

 

17
th
 November CW met with Edward Mayer of Swift Conservation at BCT offices to discuss a number of 

joint working areas. Whilst at BCT Edward presented a staff forum on the subject of swifts and the 

similarity in issues and needs with building-reliant bat species was very apparent. This presents an 

opportunity for both Edward when talking about swifts and BCT when talking about relevant bat matters 

to mention the similar needs of the other – indeed Edward has already become a significant champion for 

bats in the course of his work for swifts. 

 

 

Welsh Agri-environment Monitoring Project - Ruth 

Angell (Senior Researcher / Project Manager) 
 
Summary 

The main focus of work this quarter has been sound analysis of frequency division (from Field and 

Waterways Surveys) and Anabat (from Horseshoe Surveys) recordings of echolocation calls.  Other work 

included data entry, compiling and sending reports to farmers, and project administration. 

 

Staff 

The contracts for three seasonal field assistants (Louise Davis, Christine Singfield and Simon Walters) 

finished at the end of September.  One seasonal assistant, Nick Deykin, continued working on the project 

until the end of October.  Naomi Stratton, previously on the team as an intern, was employed for 

November and December.  
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Progress  

Sound analyses of all 60 Field Surveys and 20 Horseshoe Surveys were completed.  To date, 46 of the 56 

Waterways Surveys have been analysed, and it is expected that the remaining surveys will be completed 

by mid January 2010.   

 

Sound recordings made during Field and Waterways Surveys show bat echolocation calls made by species 

other than the target species, for example greater and lesser horseshoes, and serotines.  The incidence of 

these calls will contribute to species distribution data for south-west Wales, and is particularly important 

since such information is currently limited for several species.   
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Biodiversity Training and National Bat Conference – 

Kit Stoner, Helen Miller, Dave Sutton  

 

Professional training 

Bats and Bat Surveys 

The five 2010 dates and venues are as follows: 

12-14 April  Juniper Hall FSC Centre (Surrey)   

2-4 June  Nettlecombe FSC Centre (Somerset) 

16-18 June  Kindrogan FSC Centre (Perthshire) 

20-22 July  Orielton FSC Centre (Pembrokeshire)  

13-16 August  Malham Tarn FSC Centre (Yorkshire) 

 

Planning and Preparation of Surveys 

Three courses are planned for 2010; two of these will run the day before Surveying Buildings courses at 

the same venue so people have the option to attend both. 

 

Dates and venues are as follows: 

17 May   Juniper Hall FSC Centre (Surrey) 

25 August  Lackham Countryside Centre (Wiltshire) 

6 September  Malham Tarn FSC Centre (Yorkshire) 

  

Surveying Buildings (including Bat Identification) 

The last course of the year ran at Clumber Park on 19-20 October, and was taught by Peter Shepherd and 

John Haddow.  

 

This course will undergo some amendments following feedback from tutors and participants. 

 

Dates and venues for 2010 are as follows: 

 

26-27 April  Worton Park (Oxfordshire) 

18-19 May  Warren Farm Barns (Surrey)   

26-27 August  Lackham Countryside Centre (Wiltshire) 

19-20 October   Clumber Park (Nottinghamshire) 

 

Surveying Barns 

The course at St Ippolyts Hall on 1 October was tutored by Patty Briggs, the number of attendees booked 

onto this course was very low (5) but a decision was taking to continue with the course as planned. 

  

Dates for 2010 are as follows:  

7 October  St Ippolyt‟s Hall (Herts)    

 

Surveying Bridges 

Two previous dates for this course had to be cancelled due to low bookings, the November course went 

ahead as planned with Richard Crompton teaching and Louise Mapstone shadowing. It is hoped that 

Louise may be able to help tutor future surveying bridges and bridge awareness courses following this. 

 

Dates for 2010 are as follows:  

9 August  Fountain‟s Abbey (N. Yorkshire)  

1 November  Juniper Hall (Surrey)    
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Surveying Trees 

This course continued to be extremely popular in 2009 with the course at Bewerley Park on November 11 

being fully booked. 

 

2010 dates are as follows:  

4 March  Hinchingbrooke County Park (Cambs) 

10 November  Bewerley Park (North Yorkshire) 

13 December  Richmond Park (Surrey)  

 

Arboriculture and Bats 

Two courses ran in this quarter: 

26 October  Frank Chapman Centre, Worcestershire – taught by Richard Crompton and Louise  

Mapstone (attended by 20 people)  

23 November  Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Cambs – taught by Mark Robinson and Louise  

Mapstone (attended by 20 people) 

 

Dates and venues for 2010 are as follows: 

 

15 February   Nettlecombe FSC Centre (Somerset) 

8 March  Malham Tarn FSC Centre (N. Yorkshire) 

29 March  Ickworth House (Suffolk) 

8 April   Juniper Hall FSC Centre (Surrey) 

4 May   Plas Tan-y-Bwlch (Gwynedd) 

10 May   Scottish Churches House (Perthshire) 

26 July   Nettlecombe FSC Centre (Somerset) 

2 August  Margam Park FSC Centre (Glamorgan) 

23 August  Richmond Park (Surrey) 

28 September  Bewerley Park (N. Yorkshire) 

25 October  Frank Chapman Centre (Worcestershire) 

22 November  Hinchingbrooke Country Park (Cambs) 

24 November  Juniper Hall FSC Centre (Surrey) 

 

Bats and Buildings: an awareness course 

Dates and venues for 2010 are as follows: 

 

19 April  Juniper Hall FSC Centre (Surrey) 

 

Bats and Bridges: an awareness course 

This is a new course that was developed and piloted in 2009 following requests from bridge maintenance 

staff at a county council. The course was developed by Shirley Thompson and piloted with individuals 

from Monmouthshire County Council on 13 October. The course, which was taught by Richard Crompton 

and shadowed by Louise Mapstone, was very successful, it is hoped that some new dates for this course 

will be set in 2010. 

 

Bat Detectors and Sound Analysis 

HM has been working with Jules Agate to develop a new course on this subject. It was felt that the 

previous course was no longer meeting the expectations of attendees. It is hoped that the course can be 

split into two different courses and aimed at different users to ensure that we are meeting the required 

demand. A pilot course will be available during the summer of 2010. 
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Other projects 
National Bat Conference  

The National Bat Conference in 2010 will run at Loughborough University, 10-12 September 2010. 

Booking details will be available in March.  The bookings this year will be completely on line and we are 

looking at the current booking system to make this user friendly.  We are currently looking for conference 

sponsors. 

 

Training brochure 

The 2010 training brochure has been completed and has been sent out to all BCT members and those on 

the training mailing list. The courses have also been added to the website.   

 

Training standards 

HM has taken over responsibility for this project from KS, and has been working on completing 

and editing a draft of each training standard. Louise Mapstone and Sandie Sowler have been 

working on new drafts of standards which had not previously been attempted. Following on from 

this the next stage will be to contact members of the original standards panel to review the draft 

documents.  
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Surveys & Monitoring – Philip Briggs, Sarah Ford, 

Helen Miller, Jon Russ 
 

National Bat Monitoring Programme Survey Organisation 
The table below shows the number of volunteers who have returned data this year and the number of sites 

they surveyed, compared with the figures for the same time in 2008. The final column shows the number 

of volunteers who we have yet to hear from this year regarding these surveys – i.e. they have not sent in 

their data or informed us that they were unable to carry out the survey. These figures show that there is the 

potential for a large increase in the number of sites surveyed this year, although it is likely that several of 

these volunteers will not return data this year. 

 

Survey 2009* 2008 No of vols still 

to return data 

2009* 
No of vols 

returning data 

No of sites 

surveyed 

No of vols 

returning data 

No of sites 

surveyed 

Pipistrelle 

Colony Count 

396 477 424 535 413 

Serotine 

Colony Count 

38 43 39 50 34 

Brown long-

eared Colony 

Count 

70 85 72 85 84 

Natterer‟s 

Colony Count 

32 45 36 46 44 

Lesser 

horseshoe 

Colony Count 

48 67 

(England only) 

46 170 32 

Greater 

horseshoe 

Colony Count 

14 22 14 22 3 

Field Survey 

 

190 252
#
 199 236 356 

Waterway 

Survey 

308 390
#
 330 375 437 

Woodland 

Survey 

19 21 10 11 51 

Sunset / 

Sunrise Survey 

97 103 110 110 545 

Nathusius‟ 

pipistrelle 

Survey 

70 76 N/A N/A 75 

*As of 23
rd

 December 2009 
# 
Including data from Welsh Agricultural Monitoring Programme 

 

Nathusiusô pipistrelle survey 

This new survey was piloted in September at lakes/lochs across the UK. 70 volunteers took part and data 

have been received from 76 sites. Some surveyors using broadband bat detectors have carried out 

sonogram analysis on their own recordings, and verification currently being carried out by the NBMP team 

indicates that the volunteers‟ analyses are largely correct. Other volunteers did not analyse their own 

recordings and these are being analysed by the NBMP team. Nathusius‟ pipistrelle passes picked up by 

heterodyne detectors are to be recorded as unconfirmed sightings. Preliminary analyses of the results have 
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confirmed the presence of Nathusius‟ pipistrelles at 15 sites. There are 22 unconfirmed Nathusius‟ 

pipistrelle records, and Nathusius‟ pipistrelles were not found at the remaining 39 sites. 

 

Hibernation Survey 

In 2009, 67 volunteers sent in hibernation forms, compared with 71 in 2008. 41 volunteers have yet to 

return their forms or indicate that they were unable to take part in the survey. Data have been received 

from 376 sites, a slight increase on 2008‟s total of 374 sites. Hibernation packs for January/February 2010 

have been sent to a total of 114 volunteers. As last year, this pack also contained an information sheet and 

guidelines on White-nose syndrome, with the aim of informing volunteers, as well as minimising any 

potential spread of the disease into and around the UK. All volunteers were asked to complete a short 

questionnaire of their observations after surveying each hibernation site, and return this to BCT either 

online or by post. The data from this will be compiled and used to develop a UK picture of White-nose 

syndrome. 

 

Volunteer recruitment and support 
49 new volunteers were recruited between October and December 2009. This brings the total number of 

active NBMP volunteers to 2363. A breakdown of recruitment sources is shown below.  

 

Local Bat Group 8 

Other NBMP Volunteer 6 

Autumn Watch Oct 2009 6 

Internet 4 

Research Project/University 4 

Misc. Enquiry/leaflet 4 

Bat Detector Workshop 3 

Bat Walk 3 

BCT Member 2 

Conference/Workshop 1 

Count Bat 1 

Data in 1 

Employment/volunteering 1 

Nathusius‟ pip Survey 1 

Public Event 1 

Woodland Survey 1 

Unknown 2 

 

Office volunteers 
Two interns, Katherine Harrington and Llewelyn Lowen, were recruited and are being trained to assist 

with sonogram analysis for a number of NBMP surveys. 

 

Indicator Bats Program (iBats) 
 

iBats 

 

During 2009, volunteers have collected data from 192 driven transects in Romania, Bulgaria, Ukraine, 

Russia and Hungary (Table 1). In Romania 67 transects have been driven making a total of 198 transects 

(7176 km) surveyed since 2006. Of these 102 are separate routes. In Bulgaria 69 transects were driven 

making a total of 231 transects (10233 km) surveyed since 2006, 79 of which are separate routes. In 

Russia, 20 transects (1200 km) of 11 different routes have been driven. Of the 37 volunteers registering 

with the project, 27 participated in the surveys. In Ukraine, 23 transects (716 km) of 13 different routes 
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have been driven. Of the 11 volunteers registering with the project, 7 participated in the surveys. In 

Hungary, 20 transects (931 km) of 12 different routes have been driven adding to the 2007-2008 pilot data. 

Of the 32 volunteers registering with the project, 24 participated in the surveys. The uploading of data to 

the web portal is ongoing and the uploading and sonogram analysis should be completed by January 2010. 

 

Events Routes Monitoring 

transects

Registered 

volunteers

Survey 

volunteers

Km driven

iBatsBulgaria 231 79 37 69 48 10233.05

iBatsRomania 199 102 36 89 74 7176.17

iBatsHungary 44 22 13 32 24 1413.54

iBatsRussia 20 11 5 32 27 1200.92

iBatsUkraine 23 13 7 11 6 716.27  
Table 1. Project summaries downloaded from the iBats online data portal (14/10/09) for the period 2006-2009. 

 

The half-year progress report for the Darwin Initiative project “Monitoring biodiversity indicators through 

volunteer networks across Eurasia” was submitted to Darwin in October 2009.  

 

Dr. Stuart Parsons took sabbatical leave from the University of Auckland from mid-July to mid-October 

2009 to work at ZSL on automatic methods of identifying and extracting calls from long call sequences. 

Cepstral coefficients were used to identify bat calls within recordings with 80-90% accuracy. Dr. Parsons 

is working with Charlotte Walters (PhD student) to complete this research to improve the accuracy and to 

implement this algorithm into the website.   

 

A prize awarded to Dr. Jones from The Leverhulme Trust has enabled a further development in equipment 

to occur, namely the development of an application for the iPhone in collaboration with Dr. George 

Roussos at Birkbeck (University of London). The iPhone will be directly attached to the ultrasonic 

detector and the geo-referenced sound files will then be automatically uploaded onto the web portal. A 

MoU between ZSL and Birkbeck was signed in September 2009 and a 3 month contract to develop the 

software application commenced at the beginning of October 2009. A working version of the software was 

completed and evaluated in December 2009 and a refined version will be available for testing in January 

2010. In collaboration with Dr Roussos an MSc student at Birkbeck is to developing a similar application 

for Google‟s Android operating system.  

 

Dr. Kate Jones (ZSL, UK), Dr. Abigel Szodoray-Paradi (Romanian Bat Protection Association) and Dr. 

Zoltán Bihari (Nature Foundation, Hungary) gave presentations at the VIIth Hungarian National Bat 

Conservation Conference in Hungary, 16-18 October 2009 relating to their involvement with the iBats 

project. The meeting generated more interest from bat researchers in Hungary and five more teams have 

volunteered for the project from different parts of Hungary. 

 

Kate Jones and Jon Russ travelled to Ukraine and Russia in late November 2009 to meet with volunteers 

and strengthen BCT‟s and ZSL‟s links with the project partners.  

 

JR gave a presentation entitled “UK and Eastern European Car-Based Bat Monitoring: Methods, Results 

and New Developments” at the car based monitoring seminar in Dublin at the start of December, organised 

by Bat Conservation Ireland and hosted by NPWS. 

 

Charlotte Walters started her PhD at ZSL to investigate the habitat and climate associations of Eastern 

European bats collaborating with the project partners.  
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iBatsUK 

 

Surveys were completed in September. In total fourteen groups  participated in the iBatsUK project in 

2009 (Central Scotland, West Yorkshire, Kent, South Lancashire, Norwich, Warwickshire, Exe, Essex, 

Isle of Wight, Isle of Man, Valleys, West Yorkshire, and Norfolk). Data from fifty survey routes have been 

uploaded to the iBats website to date.  

 

Huma Pearce, an intern at ZSL, has begun extracting and analysing the habitat data for bat records 

generated by the Bats & Roadside Mammals Survey under the supervision of Kate Jones and JR. 

 

John Harrison-Bryant and members of the South Lancashire Bat Group are currently uploading all of the 

Bats & Roadside Mammals Data collected from 2005 to 2008 to the iBats web site.  

 

Emma Stone who is carrying out a PhD on “The impact of development on bats in the UK” at Bristol 

University is currently assessing the streetlight and bat data collected by the iBatsUK project for its 

possible inclusion in her project.  

 

Bechstein’s Bat Survey Project 
2009 data  
Data collected during the 2009 survey season have now been analysed and the second year report of the 

project will be available in late January 2010. 

 

In total 363 bats of 12 species were trapped over six counties. This included 14 Bechstein‟s bats, three 

females and 11 males. The project also picked up a serotine and a Leisler‟s bat, both of which are new 

species for the project. Cornwall, Oxfordshire and Surrey have now completed their involvement with the 

project (these groups re-surveyed their respective counties in 2009 following the poor summer of 2008). 

The additional three groups (Devon, Dorset and Kent) will complete their surveys in May and June of 

2010.  

 

New groups for 2010 

Devon, Dorset and Kent will be joined by four new bat groups in 2010. These groups are Gloucestershire, 

North Buckinghamshire, Somerset and Worcestershire. Individuals from each of the new groups will 

attend a winter woodland identification training day in January and the main training course in early May. 

 

Unfortunately Bat Groups in Wiltshire and Hampshire felt unable to be a part of the project due to other 

commitments. These counties will not therefore be surveyed during the BCT project. 

 

NBMP training workshops/talks 
31

st
 October – Bat detector workshop at the Scottish Bat Conference, Stirling, led by Ian Cornforth 

31
st
 October – PB gave a talk on NBMP coverage in Scotland at the Scottish Bat Conference, Stirling 

 

Meetings and events 
1

st
 October – PB attended a BICCO-Net meeting at MRC, London, to further discuss the use of NBMP 

data as part of this project which is looking at the impacts of climate change on UK biodiversity 

21
st
 October – PB, KH and JH attended an NBMP Stakeholders meeting at the JNCC offices in 

Peterborough 

27
th
 October – PB, KH, SF, HM, JR, LH and RA attended an NBMP team meeting in the BCT offices 

20
th
 November – SF attended the NBN Conference at the Royal Institution of Great Britain 

3
rd

 December – PB, KH, JH and SF attended a second NBMP Stakeholders meeting at the DEFRA offices 

in Bristol 
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Bat Groups and Education – Laura Dunne, Shirley 

Thompson, Steve Lucas, Anne Youngman 
 

New Relationship Approach 
As of 1

st
 January 2010 we will formally start to move away from Affiliation and, instead, ask bat groups to 

opt into being a Partner Group, Network Group or No Relationship Group.     The deadline for transition is 

31
st
 December 2010. 

 

We have offered to meet with groups next year to discuss these changes and what they‟ll mean in practice.   

Groups have also been asked to let us know which category they feel would be most suitable for them, 

based on the information already provided (i.e. the agreements and supporting background information).   

As of 31
st
 December, in England: 

 16 groups have confirmed interested in being a Partner Group.  4 of these have said members were 

unanimous in this decision, and definitely want to be a Partner Group 

 9 are interested in being a Network Group.  This includes 5 which could only be Network Groups, 

such as those that are invite-only.  1 group definitely wants to be a Network Group and has opted 

out of a meeting 

 2 groups are debating between Network Group and no relationship.   The need for a meeting with 

both groups is not yet confirmed.  

 1 group has confirmed it would like to be a no relationship group.   

 15 groups are undecided but would like to meet.  

 We are still waiting to hear from 15 groups regarding whether they would like to meet.  6 of which 

we‟ve no word from at all.  Others have let us know that it take a few more months for a decision 

to be made. 

 

Meetings are also due to be held with the NI Bat Group, Manx Bat Group the three Channel Island groups 

in 2010. 

 

Regional Conferences 
 

East of England  

Bookings opened for the East of England Bat Conference (31
st
 January 2010, Ickworth House) on 19

th
 

November.   The online booking system used for the National Conference has been used for the first time.   

Sponsors of the event include: Natural England, Suffolk Biodiversity Partnership, Essex Biodiversity 

Project and the Landscape Partnership.  

 

Midlands Conference 

The Midlands conference organising committee (Annmarie Hanlon, Chris Sherlock, Peta Marshall and 

Laura Dunne) met on 3
rd

 October to discuss venue options and ideas for programme.      

The event will be held on 6
th
 March at the Trinity Centre, Leamington Spa.  Bookings will open on 9

th
 

January.   

 

South East Conference 

The South East conference will take place on 27
th
 November, at Woking College (venue is provisional at 

this stage).   The organising committee (Ian Holt, Sean Hanna, Charlotte Brenin, Lynn Spencer and Laura 

Dunne) met on 28
th
 November to discuss venue options and the programme.    Bookings will not be 

opened until September 2010.  
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Bat Worker Forum 
In recent years, the Bat Group Forum has opened up to a wider audience than just regional bat group 

representatives.   To reflect this change, the terms of reference for the meeting have been revised, and the 

event name changed to „Bat Worker Forum‟.     Nick Tomlinson (Chair) has drawn up new terms of 

reference for this event, which will take place once in spring (provided a minimum confirmed attendance) 

and once at the National Conference.   The first Bat Worker Forum will take place on at Waterlow Park 

Centre, London, on 24th April 2010, at which John Haddow will give a presentation on Bats at Nietoperek.  

 

Bat Worker Bulletins 
Five bat worker bulletins were circulated this quarter:  Information included: 

The winner of the Pete Guest Award 2009 (Sue Swift);  links to the 2008 NBMP Annual Report and  Joint 

Agencies‟ interim guidance on Bats and single large wind turbines: details of the Berlin Symposium on 

Bat Biology and Infectious Diseases; details of the Kent Bat Box; BCT vacancies. 

A notification of the VLA‟s ninth positive EBLV2 case was also circulated.  

 

Bat eBulletin 
November issue 21 of the Bat eBulletin was circulated to 6,596 subscribers.  (Up from 6,494 subscribers in 

September).  

 

Hon. Education Officer - Shirley Thompson 
Publications 
Finalised Young Batworker 76 

Editorial Committee for Bat News  

 

Talks/Walks 
16/10/09 Talk and activities with the Badger Group (St John‟ Ambulance junior section) at Dartford. 

9/11/09 Talk to 1
st
 Sturry beavers, Canterbury 

12/11/09 Talk to Conservation Society at University of Kent at Canterbury 

24/11/09 Talk to Science Club at Highsted Grammar School, Sittingbourne 

2/12/09 Talks to two classes at Sturry Primary School, Canterbury 

 

Events 

4/10/09. Talk to Beavers and leaders at Gravesham district Environment Partnership day.  

27/10/09 Set up a two-week display at Whitstable library on bats as part of a themed fortnight on Flight. 

Took part in an activity day on bats 

30/31/10/09 Goth Festival at Whitby. Manned a BCT display, also with a rescued pipistrelle. Good 

coverage in local papers. 

25/11/09. Attended launch of Year of Biodiversity at the Natural History Museum. 

28/11/09 Talk „Wings in the Dark‟ at County Hall, Maidstone, for Centre for Kentish Studies as part of a 

programme on flight 

 

Courses/Conferences 

3/10/09. Gave presentation at one-day course at Wye Church, on Managing Churches and Churchyards 

for Bats, as part of God‟s Acre Pilot project  

17/10/09 Attended Kent Wildlife Conference, Canterbury. Set up and Manned display on BCT, and the 

Bechstein‟s Project in Kent. 

27/11/09 Attended RHS Wildlife Gardening Forum at Whitby. 

 
Meetings/Liaison  

7/10/09 Met with Golf Course Manager at Tudor Park, one of the Marriott Hotel Group, in order to assess 

the course management for certification as part of the Audobon Environmental Programme  
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18/11/09 BCT. Editorial meeting.  

Meeting to discuss church leaflet.  

Meeting to discuss  BCT exhibit at Gardening Live in July 0201 

1/12/09 Attended Oare Gunpowder Works Advisory meeting on behalf of KBG. Disused buildings on the 

site are used by bats for hibrnation. 

 

Local 

3/12/09 Meeting at Kent & Medway Records Centre n(KMBRC) to discuss plans for a Kent Mammal 

Atlas to be produced by the Kent Mammal Group 

8/12/09 Hibernation check at the Citadel, Dover, now an immigrant removal centre.  

15/12/09 Bat wardens update evening for two members recently moved to the county already holding 

Roost Visitors licences. 

Updating all KBG redords on revised database, in conjunction with KMBRC. 

In discussion with local police concerning possible prosecution as the result of the destruction of a bat 

roost. 

 

Wales Bat Officer – Steve Lucas 
The objectives of the project are 

1. To maintain and enhance existing volunteer support for bat groups and bat workers. 

2. To research ways to engage volunteers from new hard to reach audiences in delivering bat 

biodiversity actions in Wales, and plan a Wales Count Bat project 

3. To engage with the wider environmental and political network to secure bat populations for 

future generations. 

 

Introduction 
This report covers the period October, November and December 2009.  Funding for this project comes 

from the Countryside Council for Wales, Heritage Lottery Fund and Environment Wales. 

 

Maintaining and enhancing the existing volunteer support 

Formal meetings with bat groups continue as time and other commitments permit. Regular contact is 

maintained through electronic bulletins and other ad hoc emails whenever the opportunity arises.  The 

annual Wales Bat Workers Day took pace at Llandrindod Wells on Saturday 10 October. Once again the 

Day was oversubscribed with 120 people wishing to come.  With room for just 90 delegates the popularity 

of this event goes from strength to strength.   

 

Partnership Agreement Pilot Project 

All bat groups in Wales have been contacted and asked to consider the future working relationship with 

BCT in line with new pilot partnership agreements.  3 groups have so far requested meetings in the New 

Year. 

 

Wales Count Bat project 

Community Work 

I undertook a week-long series of events in the libraries of the Newport area of Gwent during October half 

term which fitted in nicely with Halloween. 6 libraries were visited and these covered a variety of social 

areas.  Children, and adults, were provided with a variety of activities relating to bats, including story 

telling, craft activities and they were also afforded the opportunity to see, but not handle, live and dead 

bats.  A total of 38 adults and 114 children were present.  No other community work has taken place this 

quarter due to other commitments.  
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I attended a meeting with Careers Wales at which we agreed to look at some limited training and work 

with special needs schools and primary schools sometime in 2010 subject to funding.  

 

Urban Bat Survey Project 

Survey results have started to come in and these are in the process of being analysed for both volunteer 

time and bat data.  So far, initial data for the Neath area has been extracted and this shows that 24 

surveyors (new to bat conservation work) surveyed 10 1 Km squares and they put in just over 114 hours of 

work.  Data for Swansea, Cardiff and Newport has yet to be extracted. 

 

Engaging with wider environmental and political network 
Wales Biodiversity Partnership 

Further meetings of both the Policy Group and Species Expert Group have taken place. We have circulated 

to relevant groups, details of a small grant scheme, administered by the Welsh Assembly Government for 

capital works for key species/habitats.  We do not yet know the outcome of bids to the WAG. 

The Minister for Sustainability, Housing and the Environment Jane Davidson AM has asked the 

Biodiversity Policy group to bring forward future recommendations for a future target for biodiversity we 

have not achieved the Convention on Biodiversity (CBD) or the European Union (EU) biodiversity targets 

for 2010.  The Welsh Assembly Government currently has a target in their Environment Strategy which 

commits Wales to the recovery of biodiversity by 2026 and therefore next year provides an opportunity to 

recapture the biodiversity agenda. 

 

Axis II Review and Galstir 

Much work continues with examining and commenting on draft agri-environment scheme prescriptions for 

the new Glastir agri-environment scheme.  

 

Wales Environment Link.  BCT continues to receive regular electronic communications from WEL and 

its groups.  WEL‟s Biodiversity Working Group, and, a new Biodiversity Campaign Task & Finish Group 

are scheduled to meet in early January. 

 

Consultations 

We have received notice of the Welsh Assembly Government‟s National Transport Plan which has been 

subjected to a Habitats Regulations Assessment.   

 

Scottish Bat Officer - Anne Youngman  
BCT‟s objectives are; 

1. To determine target population levels and associated habitats 

2. To secure and maintain the stated target bat population levels 

3. To win the required level of support to achieve the target number of bats. 

4. To act as the authoritative voice for bat conservation 

 

The objectives are listed below.  Beneath each heading a summary is given of the actions taken to help 

achieve each one.   

 

1) To determine target population levels and associated habitats 

Survey work for the Perth City Project is now complete and the data with students at Stirling University 

for analysis.  

8 new volunteers from Scotland have joined the National Bat monitoring Programme. 

35 new BCT members from Scotland. 

Workshops at the Scottish Bat Conference included training with heterodyne bat detectors suitable for 

NBMP surveys. 
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2) To secure and maintain the stated target bat population levels 

All Scottish Biodiversity officers were contacted by SBO and offered bat talks for council staff in 2010.  

There have been 6 positive responses so far, (Borders, Highland, Cairngorms, D&G, Glasgow, and 

Falkirk).  Audiences are likely to include; planning officers, building control staff, architects, tree 

wardens, rangers and roads engineers 

2 bat crime incidents were forwarded to BCT Investigations officer. 

 

3) To win the required level of support to achieve the target number of bats. 

The Scottish Bat Workers Conference provided opportunities for over 120 bat workers to update their 

skills and knowledge and to network with other bat workers.  Six different workshops were provided 

and most people got either their first or second choice of workshop.  Workshops topics included; 

Working with Householders, Update on Bats and Windturbines, Bat Identification, Introduction to 

Heterodyne Bat detectors, Tree survey and Bat care. 

 

BCT resources and displays were used at 7 events, ranging from the Scottish Bat workers Conference 

to a Halloween events at Historic Scotland‟s Alloa Tower.   

Bat talks were delivered to two primary school nature clubs. 

 

Four media items were initiated by the SBO which resulted in; one radio interview, two articles on the 

BBC news and Science and Environment web pages and a (huge) 3 page spread in a local Stirling 

paper. The items focused on; Nathusius records, Daubenton‟s surveys, the Scottish Bat Conference and 

Halloween bat facts.  The Nathusius item got over 2,700 web hits. 

 
All bat groups/bat groups contacts have been emailed about signing up as Partner/Network or No 

formal relationship groups.  13/19 groups have replied though not all have decided which option they 

prefer, several would like to meet with SBO in 2010 to discuss the matter. 

 

4) To act as the authoritative voice for bat conservation 

BCT continues to work with Health Protection Scotland and other interested bodies on a guidance 

document for pre and post exposure prophylaxis for rabies. 

BCT has also worked closely with Historic Scotland to help develop a protocol for dealing with bats in 

HS buildings /on HS sites. 
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Helpline and Natural England Casework  

Kit Stoner, Amanda Adebisi, Crystal Schintz, Xenia Snowman, Sean Clay, 

Harriet (Haz) Henley, Stephen (Teph) Ballard, Rosalind (Roz) Buckley  
 

Helpline Figures ï Numbers of enquiries 

 

 

 
 
We have been experiencing a steady increase in the number of emails received during this period, 

the majority of which have been sent directly from the BCT website. This suggests that use of the 
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website by members of the public seeking information on bats has continued to increase. Harriet 

is currently working on a website FAQ, aimed at reducing the number of emailed questions we 

receive that can be answered with standard advice.  

 

Overview 

Lot co-ordinators 

At this time of year, between autumn and winter, bats are building up their fat reserves, which is 

crucial to survive the winter season and early autumn is also when mating takes place. Bats are 

seeking suitable hibernation sites, moving from their summer roosting sites and beginning to 

spend periods in torpor, then going into hibernation to save energy over the colder months, when 

insects are scarce. During this period they are using stored fat as fuel. In a specialised breeding 

strategy, the females store the sperm during this period, and do not become pregnant until the 

spring when the weather gets warmer. The bats may roost on their own or in small groups, often 

in cool, quiet places like disused buildings; old trees or caves, where they hopefully won't be 

disturbed, and the conditions don‟t fluctuate very much. The period they are in hibernation for 

can be influenced by availability of food and climate.    

 

The autumn period between October and December is usually when enquiries come in less 

frequently. However, a backlog of roost report forms from the busy summer, as well as roost 

report forms coming in as a result of case chase-ups has kept the helpline team very busy with 

letter writing in addition to our other tasks. 

 

In this period we get many phone calls and e-mails from members of the public who have 

recently discovered a roost in their house that they were previously not aware of. A lot of calls 

during this period, particularly during the colder months, are in relation to building works or 

repairs that need doing such as insulation installation or timber treatment, when bats or evidence 

of bats may be discovered for the first time by the Insulation Company, Builder or Pest Control 

Company.  

 

Many of the calls at the end of this period are from concerned people that have found bats that 

may have got into difficulties in some way and are not in hibernation for one reason or another. 

These bats need to be treated slightly differently, and will need to be in good health and have 

enough stored energy in the form of fat deposits before they are released, to ensure they survive 

the winter period until more insects are available as a food source.   

 

Events  

Teph Ballard attended this year‟s Pest-Tec event, along with Dave Sutton and Penelope Angold. 

Teph:  “In early November I travelled to Birmingham Motorbike Museum to represent the Bat 

Conservation Trust at Pest-Tec, the UK‟s annual pest controllers conference held by the National 

Pest Technicians Association (PCA). It was really interesting to talk with pest controllers, hear 

their concerns and questions and to hopefully help settle any queries about bat conservation and 

the law. Most of the controllers present had some knowledge about bat conservation and knew it 

is illegal for them to disturb or destroy any bat roosts. It was really nice that the controllers were 

mostly very receptive to learning why the bats are protected and were keen to find out exactly 

what to do if bats were present. I found it thoroughly enjoyable learning about the different 

aspects of the pest control industry and building up a deeper knowledge of how the control of 

pests operates.” 
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Training Courses 

Harriet: “I attended the BCT Arboriculture and Bats training course at Huntingdon in November 

as a representative of the Helpline. I particularly wanted to attend this course as I felt that this 

was a subject that frequently crops up on the Helpline, but of which I only have a basic 

theoretical knowledge. It was really interesting to hear the views of arborists from industry, and 

see how they reacted to the advice about what actions to take if they come across bats or trees 

with high potential for bats during the course of their work, and what barriers they come up 

against that we may not have been fully aware of.  I was also able to provide some insight into 

how the helpline functions when arborists and members of the public contact us about bats and 

trees, which I hope encouraged people to use the service we offer.  The latter part of the course 

involved some practical identification of various high and low potential trees, which I found 

really helpful for my role on the helpline. 

 

I recently had a telephone enquiry from an arborist who had attended the course with me, who 

had identified a high potential tree during a job he had been contracted for and wanted further 

advice. I thought this was a great indicator of the effectiveness of the course and of the merit of 

having a member of the Helpline present on certain training courses.” 

 

Meetings 

During this period, we held a helpline review, where we went back to basics, looking at how the 

Helpline carry out various tasks, data recording, database use, telephone and email enquiries and 

other Helpline processes, and discussed ways in which to increase our efficiency as a team, and as 

a Helpline resource.  

 

Regional Meetings 

Amanda: “As BCT Lot Coordinator for the Yorkshire and Humberside area, I travelled up to 

Yorkshire in November to represent BCT at Natural England‟s Yorkshire annual regional 

meeting which was held at the Wakefield offices. Having attended two of these meetings in 2008 

just after taking over the contract, it was great to see some familiar faces but also to be able to 

introduce myself to a few more group members. There were still a few concerns to address so 

Rachel Davies (Yorkshire NE contact) and I tried to answer these during a short discussion 

session. Lucy Bellini (NE Contracts manager) also came so she was very helpful particularly in 

answering queries relating directly to the contract. As with last year I found it very beneficial to 

listen to where the bat workers are coming from and understand the roost visiting and bat care 

process a bit more through their eyes. I really enjoyed meeting Lucy Bellini and there was also a 

very interesting talk by John Gregory about volunteering and I was fascinated to hear about some 

of the conservation work that is being undertaken in Yorkshire.” 

 

Natural England Casework  

Between October and December this year the Helpline has organised 412 roost visits, down two 

from the 414 visits arranged during this period in 2008, but still much higher than the 302 for 

2007, and 168 in 2006. (The increase in 2008 was mainly due to the increase in regions that have 

been taken on under the new Natural England Contract.) 

 

The Natural England Contract 

1st October 2009 marked one year since we began the new Natural England contract which 

includes 8 of the 10 NE Lots (North East, North West, West Midlands, East Anglia, South East, 

South West, Cornwall & the Isle of Scilly and Yorkshire & the Humber).  Over the past year, 
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emphasis has been put on the importance of filling out the most recent NE roost report form for 

all visits, even if no bats are found, which aids in standardizing our bat roost records.  

 

Staff Changes  

Kit continues to manage the Helpline team. The team during this period has also consisted of 

Technical Advisor Amanda Adebisi and Deputy Technical Advisor Crystal Schintz, permanent 

Helpline Officers Xenia Snowman, Sean Clay and Harriet (Haz) Henley and Helpline Officer 

maternity cover Stephen (Teph) Ballard. Rosalind (Roz) Buckley joined the Helpline team in mid 

November after being offered the role of Part-time Helpline Officer. Rosalind is on the helpline 2 

days a week, and continues with her bookkeeper and other various roles throughout the remaining 

3 days. Line management of the helpline team is now shared between Kit, Helen Miller and 

Michelle Beckett. 

 

Kate Bevan and Chloe Edwards left their full-time Seasonal Helpline Officer rolls on 13 

November, but have stayed on a part-time/ad-hoc basis to assist with the Natural England advice 

letter backlog.  
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Raising Awareness: Membership, Fundraising and 

PR – Heather McFarlane and Steve Lonergan 

 

Membership  
This quarter has seen overall member numbers increase slightly.  The level of members at the end of 

December was 4446 this is up from 4191* in the previous quarter (NB Membership figures no longer 

include affiliated bat groups – see Bat Group Section).    

  

Life and Corporate memberships  

 Life Members continue to increase slowly rising from 14 to 16   

 Corporate Members have remained stable at 22 

In contrast to the previous 2 quarters no corporate members have lapsed in the last 3 months, and there 

have been enquiries from potential new corporate members.   

 

Membership breakdown     Number of members joining vs lapsing  

 

 

 

(*Membership data has been cleaned giving a more accurate profile of members as a result the total 

membership number appears lower than the figure quoted in the previous quarterly report) 

 

Membership services 

Handle with Care have now taken over BCT‟s membership services from Associa.  The handover of 

membership data has been successful however there were delays to the member benefit mailing in 

November due to a number of oversights in the handover process.  These issues have been resolved to 

avoid future delays.   A meeting in scheduled for the upcoming quarter to review current working 

relationship, improvements to member services and the handover of donation data and processing from 

BCT to HWC.

 

Membership Type 

Count of 

Members 

July-Sept 

Count of 

Members 

Oct-Dec 

1) Benefactor 86 89 

2) Concession 412 449 

3) Corporate 21 22 

4) Family 1664 1728 

5) Honorary 8 8 

6) Individual 1661 1764 

7) Life 14 16 

8) Supporter 129 129 

9) Young 

Batworkers'  141 177 

10) Youth Leader/ 

Teacher 55 64 

Total 4191* 4446 
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Fundraising  
Donations data and processing will be transferred to Handle with Care by May 2010 allowing BCT to do 

targeted appeals to members and non-members resulting in increased income and reduced time spent 

processing donations in house.   

 

Online fundraising  
The previous Quarterly Report highlighted the need for an online donor development and fundraising plan.  

Progress has been made against 2 of the 4 aims previously outlined: 

 Vidoes and case studies showing the work of BCT: Media charity See the Difference is currently 

working with us on a charity appeal video which we can use on our web and facebook pages.   

 Donations facility added to online joining process: Implemented by Handle with Care in October 

this has generated an additional £750 in donations by asking those renewing and signing up as new 

members to “round–up” their subscriptions.  The majority of new and renewing members give, 

with renewing members tending to give more. 

 

Gift Aid 

Last quarter a gift aid back claim was sent to 1600 donors who had donated to BCT but who had not had 

gift aid claimed on these donations.  The response rate to this mailing was high, 23% enabling us to claim 

an additional money.   

 

Christmas Appeal to members 

This general appeal focussed on the challenges bats face over the winter/spring and what BCT wants to 

achieve over the winter to help bats as they emerge from hibernation.  This was sent to members at the 

beginning of December. 

 

Appeal to Charitable Trusts 

At the end of the 2008/2009 appeal period (November 2009), we have received donations from 17 

charitable trusts, 15 of these trusts are had previously given to BCT.  Charitable trusts have been adversely 

affected by the recession with less money available to donate, as a result the target for 2008/2009 appeal 

has not been met.  It is likely the 2009 /2010 charitable targets will be similarly effected, in the coming 

year BCT will need to have more targeted appeals to charitable trusts. 

The general appeal 2009/2010 for funds from charitable trusts was again sent at the end of November to 38 

trusts that have previously been supportive of BCT in recent years.  Far fewer trusts were selected than in 

previous years due to previous supporters being targeted for BCT project fundraising.  So far we have 4 

positive responses that our appeal is being considered. 

 

Whitby Gothic Weekend (WGW) 

In October 2009 raised another fantastic amount for bats. Boosted by the presence of BCT‟s Shirley 

Thompson and some of her educational bats. The money will be used to help fund the on-going 

development of bat care training courses across the country.  

 

Corporate Partnerships 
New Covent Garden Food Company  
The “Witches Brew” was once again NCGS Co. best selling soup of the month. With the £3 membership 

discount attracting 16 new members. 

Whole Foods Market Kensington 

This new Halloween partnership raised revenue from the sale of batty products (biscuits and chocolates).  

BCT also had a presence in store and batty activities, membership sign up was low however there was a 

small amount of coverage in the Metro and the Evening Standard.   Wholefoods have expressed an interest 

in a similar partnership in 2010. 
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Public Relations and Communications  

 

International Year of Biodiversity 2010 

This launched on the 25
th
 November 2009, BCT has a strong presence in the 2010 celebrations and are 

providing resources for the website and IYB media team.  We are ensuring the IYB-UK media coverage 

features bats prominently. BCT can use the IYB-UK to raise the profile of our activities amongst the 

public.   

 

Bat in Fashion 

Fashion designer Ada Zanditon is currently working on a bat inspired luxury women‟s wear collection.  

The collection hopes to raise awareness of bat conservation and declining bat populations.  BCT have been 

working with her and is supporting press coverage of the show at London Fashion Week in February.  The 

collection includes a bat t-shirt designed to raise funds for BCT from sales, it is hoped the t-shirt will be 

picked up by buyers at London Fashion Week for wider distribution.  

 

E-communications 

Facebook „fans‟ and twitter „followers‟ continue to increase,  currently a Communications and Marketing 

intern is being recruited to help establish a stronger and up-to-date presence in online social media and e-

communications.  Blog: This quarter the blog attracted it‟s first ever comments this was related to 

investigations post, outlining how BCT was involved in recent cases and what the Investigations project is 

all about.   

 

Website  

 
 
Visitor numbers are up significantly (between 55% - 38%) on the October to December 2008, however 

they are down on last quarter dropping to 46,924 from 54, 569 this is due to increased bat activity, BCT 

and press activities over the summer period compared to autumn/winter.   

 



BCT Quarterly Report July – September 2009 

31 

Top website pages:  

 

 

Events 
Following the success of the Bat Weekend at the Natural History Museum (NHM) we have agreed to run a 

similar weekend at NHM over European Bat Weekend 28
th
-30

th
 August (bank holiday weekend).  In 2010 

we hope to supplement the batty activities and talks with workshops, bat walks and fundraising activities 

(e.g BBQ and sponsored bat walks tbc). This year we hope to involve London bat group more actively. 

 

The Westminster Bat and Moth Night on 19
th
 October proved a successful evening attendance was good 

this year delegates included not only MPs but also representatives from Government Departments and 

bodies to enhance the networking value of the event.  Unfortunately the event attracted little press interest 

despite greater support from the HLF press team. 

 

Press Coverage 
Coverage and bats and BCT was strong on BBC Autumnwatch/ Unsprung and BCT supported the BBC 

providing bat experts and facts and the coverage generated interest in BCT particularly NBMP. Other 

notable coverage of BCT included a feature in the Independent on Sunday wildlife crime and a snippet in 

the Metro about the Wholefoods partnership. 
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Engaging Required for Bat Conservation 

Count Bat (Heritage Lottery Fund) – Dan Merrett, 

Diana Hagues, Ed Santry 
 

This quarter the Count Bat team switched focus from event delivery to evaluation of 

the events held earlier in the year. The annual targets for event delivery have been 

met or exceeded with the exception of the training target, and the remaining training 

workshops are in the process of being organised.  

 

The big bat map which proved so successful since it‟s launch in August has been 

reviewed and is to be overhauled during the next quarter to make it faster and easier 

to use ahead of the start of the active bat season in the spring. 

 

Following an early warning from London Natural England Office about possible cuts in their funding 

budget the team have been investigating alternative funding pots and submitted applications to three local 

funders this quarter. 

 

Sadly for the team in this quarter Ed Santry will be leaving us in February. Ed has been an excellent officer 

and we wish him well for the future.     

 

 

 Year 2 target delivery (January 09ï January10) 

Target Delivered to date 

Training events 18 16 

Education Events 24 34 

Surveys 21 19events + over 450 sightings 

inputted on big bat map 

Events delivered in partnership 

with target groups 

9 23 

 

Count Bat Project Co-ordination and in South West and West Midlands 

Region – Dan Merrett 
 

The only event attended this quarter was at the National Trust‟s Stourhead estate in Wiltshire. Attention 

has instead been focused on evaluating and writing up the summer events as case studies, planning 2010 

events and seeking further project funding. A child protection policy was written. The West Midlands bat 

group forum and Avon Bat Group committee were attended. 

 

Feedback from events has been very encouraging and will hopefully lead to further events in the coming 

year particularly with visually impaired and Deaf audiences; 

 

I really enjoyed the event although I could see it was pretty difficult re: Interpreters and it being so dark 

and the fact it was a large group.  Overall though I thought it was great and I would be interested in other 

similar events. Jean, Deaf walk attendee 

 

A big thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who did so well and made such positive efforts to 

communicate with the deaf adults and children. Well done - both events were very successful and we've all 

learned a great deal. Claire Wickham, Senior Disability Officer at the University of West of England. 
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My highlight was the moment when a visually impaired person was feeling a thermoform and exclaimed 

the fact that until then they hadn‟t known the shape of a moth let alone a bat. For that comment alone it 

really hammered home – how great the Count bat project is. I want to be in a situation that I am actively 

attracting everyone to the wonderful world of bats – and  I can‟t wait for next year! Heidi Cooper-Berry, 

Avon Bat Group volunteer 

 

Count Bat Region 1: London and the South East - Ed Santry  
 

This quarter has seen the delivery of the final events for 2009 and good progress on plans and partnerships 

for 2010. 

 

Estate events with London Wildlife Trust 
A weekend of events at three estates run by the Peabody Trust were organised in partnership with the 

London Wildlife Trust. The three estates involved were the Pembury Estate in Hackney, Kings Cross 

Estate in Camden and the Whitechapel Estate in Tower Hamlets. Each estate was due to have an 

introductory training session on bats and the local environment ending with a bat box building session, and 

were open to all estate residents and other interested parties. Unfortunately, two of the events had to be 

cancelled due to double booking of the community centres but these are to be rescheduled for 2010. The 

event at Pembury Estate attracted only 7 people but was greatly enjoyed by all and provided good links 

between estate residents and volunteers of the local park Friends group. 

 

Green City Bats 
39 groups from across London have now signed up to the Green City Bats project. The beginning of 2010 

will see another push forward of the project to groups that are not already involved. Development of the 

project is ongoing with additional webpages and advice launched this quarter including support for 

running accessible events and incorporation of Green City Bats groups within the Big Bat Map. 

 

Future plans 
Events that had to be postponed this quarter are being rescheduled for the beginning of next year. 

Partnerships have been developed over the last few months with the view to 2010 events and training 

programme. Potential partnership organisations include Rethink, LWT, Lambeth Council, RHS, Barnet 

Countryside Centre, Black Environment Network and others. 

 

The success of the Natural History Museum bat weekend in July 2009 has led to plans for another bat 

weekend to coincide with European Bat Weekend at the end of August. 

 

In February 2010, Ed Santry will be leaving the post of Count Bat Officer for the London and South East 

region. Recruitment will take place over the next couple of months. 

 

Count Bat Region 3:  North and East - Diana Hagues   
 

Count Bat events 
The winter season saw the remainder of the last few events taking place in this region for 2009. Two indoor 

bat talks were given to a beaver group in Norwich (15th Oct) and to the Hodgkin Society at Gresham School in 

Norfolk (4th Nov). A special bat event was held at Thurston Primary School in Suffolk (2nd Oct), which was 

attended by over 140 pupils, parents and staff. Everyone enjoyed the event and the bat walk that was 

organised, and money raised from the cake stalls, raffle, and batty art and craft activities were donated to 

the BCT at the end of the event. A ‘Hibernation and Halloween’ event (26th Oct) was also organised in 
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partnership with Durham Wildlife Trust at the Hylton Family Centre in Sunderland. The centre was the venue 

of several Count Bat activities that took place there last year, and this event attracted 60 new people from 

the local estate. The event was held to raise awareness of what animals do at this time of year and why some 

small mammals (such as bats) go into hibernation. A bat box building session and bat talk were provided to 

show how people could create homes for bats, and this was followed by a bat walk in the dene, which in 

spite of the time of year, pipistrelle bats were still around and the families were fascinated in watching them 

fly about.  

 

Other activities – Savio Salesian College in Bootle, Merseyside 
DH has been helping a college coordinator with advice about a small enterprise project that his students 

were putting together, as part of their national curriculum, to design and make a box suitable for bats to live 

in. The group of special needs students have produced a design for a Bat or Bird (BOB) box that has been met 

with approval by Charlie Liggett of the Merseyside and West Lancashire Bat Group, and Count Bat will be 

giving some funds to enable the students to acquire the necessary materials to make the first twenty BOB 

boxes. On 2nd December, Charlie visited the college to give a bat talk and Count Bat also provided some 

resources towards the talk. DH will be helping the college further in the spring when the students have 

finished making the boxes for the official launch and help build some publicity around this event. 

 

Count Bat in Ripon 
An accessibility workshop led by the Open Country (an environmental organisation for people with 

disabilities) had been organised for 5th December, but was cancelled due to lack of bookings in the run-up to 

the Christmas holiday. A new date has been rescheduled for the workshop to take place in March 2010 and 

we have a number of people who are interested in the workshop. 

 

Application letters were sent at the end of November to seek funding to match the Heritage Lottery grant for 

the Count Bat project. The grant applied for will be used to deliver local events and training workshops in the 

Ripon area, and involve disabled volunteers from Open Country in bat conservation. This will take place from 

2010. 

 

Count Bat in Newcastle 
DH is currently in the process of completing a funding application grant to deliver Count Bat activities in 

Newcastle. As above, the grant will be match funding for the Heritage Lottery grant and will be used to 

deliver events and training workshops in the socially deprived area of Byker. 
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Staff List and Glossary 
 

BCT Staff   

Chief Executive Julia Hanmer  JH 

Deputy Chief Executive/ Helpline & 

Training Manager 

Kit Stoner KS 

Bat Group Development Officer Laura Dunne LD 

Director of Conservation Karen Haysom CC 

Biodiversity Officer Lisa Hundt LH 

Bats & the Built Environment Officer Carol Williams CW 

Senior Research Scientist/ Project Manager Ruth Angell RA 

Seasonal Field Assistant Louise Davis (until 30 Sept 09) LD 

Seasonal Field Assistant Christine Singfield (until 30 Sept 09) CS 

Seasonal Field Assistant Simon Walters (until 30 Sept 09) SW 

Seasonal Field Assistant Nick Deykin (until 30 Sept 09) ND 

Intern Naomi Stratton  NS 

Training & Events Administrator  Dave Sutton DS 

Bechstein‟s Bat Project Officer & Training 

Officer 

Helen Miller  HM 

Communications & Development Manager Heather McFarlane  HM 

Communications & Membership Officer Steven Lonergan SL 

Helpline Officer/ Technical Advisor Amanda Adebisi AA 

Helpline Officer/ Technical Assistant Crystal Schintz CS 

Helpline Officer Jennifer Pope (maternity leave from 

March 09) 

JP 

Helpline Officer Xenia Snowman  XS 

Helpline Officer Jacqueline Caine (until Sept 09) JC 

Seasonal Helpline Officer Sean Clay SC 

Seasonal Helpline Officer Harriet Henley HH 

Seasonal Helpline Officer Stephen Ballard SB 

Seasonal Helpline Officer Kate Bevan KB 

Seasonal Helpline Officer Chloe Edwards CE 

Helpline Intern Oliver Bailey (until 9 October 09) OB 

Count Bat Co-ordinator Dan Merrett DM 

Count Bat Regional Officer Diana Hagues DH 

Count Bat Regional Officer Ed Santry ES 

Monitoring Projects Manager Philip Briggs PB 

NBMP Survey Co-ordinator Sarah Ford  SF 

Bats & Roadside Mammals Survey  

Co-ordinator 

Jon Russ JR 

Scottish Bat Officer Anne Youngman AY 

Wales Bat Officer Steve Lucas  SL 

Investigations Officer Kate Barlow  KB 

PA Michelle Beckett MB 

Book Keeper/ Helpline Officer Rosalind Buckley RB 

Administrative Assistant Louise Hawkins (from 23 Nov 09) LH 

Head of Finance and Office Services Peter Wolstenholme (from 1 Dec 09) PW 

Honorary Posts   

Hon Education Officer Shirley Thompson ST 

Hon Conservation and Scientific Adviser Paul Racey PAR 
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Appendix A: Glossary of definitions of acronyms used in the text 

 

Acronym Description 

BAP Biodiversity Action Plan 

BARS Biodiversity Action Recording System 

BCT The Bat Conservation Trust 

BRE Bat Related Enquiries 

BRIG Biological Recording and Information Group 

CCW Countryside Council for Wales 

CSL Central Science Laboratories 

DEFRA Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

EAF Environmental Action Fund (Defra) 

EBLV European Bat Lyssavirus 

GPG Good Practice Guidelines 

HCT Herpetological Conservation Trust 

HLF Heritage Lottery Fund 

HPA Health Protection Agency 

KBG Kent Bat Group 

LWT London Wildlife Trust 

MTUK Mammals Trust UK 

NBMP National Bat Monitoring Programme 

NE Natural England 

NDGB Non Departmental Government Body 

NSP Noctule, Serotine & Pipistrelle 

NTS National Trust (Scotland) 

PAWS Partnership Against Wildlife Crime 

PPG9 Planning Policy Guidance 

PPS9 Planning Policy Statement 

RDS Rural Development Service 

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

SAP Species Action Plan 

SNH Scottish Natural Heritage 

SSPCA Scottish Society for the Protection of Animals 

VLA Veterinary Laboratories Agency 

WCO Wildlife Crime Officer 

WOM Word of Mouth 

WWF World Wildlife Fund 

 

 


