
THEY have inspired
books and films, often
appearing alongside fang-
laden actors from the
House of Horror, creating
ghoulish myths and in-
spiring outright fear in
some.
But the reality is that bats are
under threat because their
habitats are gradually being
eroded with the growth of
housing and urban develop-
ment.
Now, a major project is under-
way to preserve one of
Britain’s most secretive and
endangered creatures.
Count Bat is an initiative by
The Bat Conservation Trust,
with a £596,000 Heritage
Lottery grant, to help stop the
mammal’s decline and prevent

rarer species becoming extinct
in the UK.
It is appealing to residents to

turn detective and go on the
look-out for different species,
and then to log any sightings on
the trust website.
The valuable information will
be collected by experts and
used to focus resources and
provide an insight into the
creature’s habitats.
Far from being blood-sucking
vampires, bats in Britain feast
almost entirely on insects and
bugs to help keep balmy sum-
mer evenings free of pesky
midges.
The species that people in

north Kent are most likely to
see is the pipistrelle, which can
munch through a banquet of
3,000 midges in one night.
Weighing in at less than a

pound coin, at five grams, it
would be the envy of the Royal
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Blind to plight of bats

LIKE A BAT OUT OF HELL:
The common pipistrelle.
(Picture: HUGH CLARK, BCT)

Air Force with its supreme
manoeuvrability. Instead of
using radio waves like an air-
craft to detect objects, bats
make sound waves at high fre-
quency “echolocation” to
bounce off tiny airborne
insects, getting an accurate
position before snaffling them
up.
Licensed bat warden Shirley

Thompson, who founded Kent
Bat Group in 1983, said the
public can play a key role in
preserving bats simply by tak-
ing part in the Count Bat proj-
ect.
She added: “All 17 species are
a matter of concern. They need
different places to roost
throughout the year and their
habitat is shrinking.
“They are incredibly mysteri-
ous. There is so much we don’t
know about bats. Nobody
knows where the pipistrelle
goes to hibernate.They are very
rarely found in hibernation.
“The great aspect to this proj-
ect is it aims to engage people
who haven’t been involved with
bats before. Residents can help
by spotting bats. Then we can
start to find answers as to why
they are in certain areas and,
more importantly, not in oth-
ers.”
A pipistrelle has three vari-

eties: common, nathusius and
soprano – aptly named for its
higher-pitched sound, at a bal-
listic 55khz, three times the
upper range of human hearing.
They emerge at sunset, look
similar in size to a sparrow and
dart about very quickly.

Mrs Thompson said: “Serotine
is much less common and num-
bers have dropped a lot in
Kent, you will only find it in the
south-east. It’s larger, flies
more slowly and is the only bat
whose wings you can see flap-
ping, so it can be confused with
a blackbird.
“The noctule is also very rare,
has narrow wings like a swift
and climbs very high then drops
down very quickly onto its prey,
eating things like beetles.”
Bats can be heard making

social chatter through squeak-
ing noises and in autumn when
males are seeking females.
Females seek out warm places
to suckle an infant, like most
mammals normally only giving
birth to one. During winter
when insects are fewer, they
search for places with a cool,
constant temperature to hiber-
nate and like to stick to the
same spots from year to year.
Ingress Park, in Greenhithe, is
host to many bats that take up
residence during the winter
months in the historical follies.
Due to bats’ protected status,
developers have to be careful
not to disturb roosts.
Deneholes are another man-
made favourite for bats in the
south-east, with natural caves
in short supply.
Vertical shafts dug for their

chalk deep underground, dene-
holes have existed in Kent since
before the Roman invasion.
Count Bat brings together the
BCT, Natural England and City
Bridge Trust for a four-year
project looking at engaging

LISTENING: Brown
long-eared bat.

Picture: JOHN
ALTRINGHAM, BCT
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‘Without them we would have been lost’

Mrs. Wilcox is 74 years old and soon going home
from hospital. She would like a little help to collect
her shopping and maybe someone to chat to over a
cup of tea.
Could you spare an hour a week to help Mrs Wilcox
and others like her to regain her confidence?
For further information on how to become a British
Red Cross Volunteer in your area and to join our friendly team
please phone Michelle Watts on 01322 428945 (answer phone out
of hours.)
Your expenses will be paid and training will take place on 19th
October 10am-3pm, 20th October 6pm & 8pm, Monday 12th
October 10am-2.30pm, lunch will be provided.
Charity No. 220949
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