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1.0 Background 
A third of the UK’s mammal species are bats, however populations of all 17 of our native 
species have declined dramatically since 1900. Development, modern agriculture, pesticides 
and public misconceptions have all contributed to their decline. Two UK species are 
vulnerable, three near threatened and seven are proposed UK Biodiversity Strategy priorities.  
 
The Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) is a UK charity dedicated to the conservation of bats and 
their habitats and involving people in conservation activities so that bats and people may co-
exist in harmony. It acts as the umbrella organisation at a national level for nearly 100 local 
bat groups across the UK, through which volunteers deliver vital bat conservation actions at 
the grassroots level. BCT is closely involved in the national Biodiversity Action Planning 
process and was lead partner for four bat species prior to 2007. Seven bat species have been 
identified as priority species in the new UK List of Priority Species and Habitats as proposed 
in 2007. Data gathered from the BCT’s National Bat Monitoring Programme (NBMP) has 
been used to inform the selection of these proposed priority species and BCT is also involved 
in local species and habitat action plan work. All of these plans require survey and monitoring 
of bat populations to record species distribution, population trends and conservation status to 
inform specific actions for their conservation.  
 
BCT in partnership with the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) runs the NBMP 
which coordinates volunteer based surveys to gather bat biodiversity data and produce 
population trends for resident bat species. The NBMP receives funding from the JNCC for 
core monitoring surveys and also receives contributions to particular projects from various 
other sources such as Waste Recycling Environmental (WREN), the Environment Agency, 
Natural England, Countryside Council for Wales, Peoples Trust for Endangered Species and 
Mammals Trust UK. The NBMP delivers training to volunteers to give them the skills to take 
part using standardised methods for monitoring purposes. The training also maximises 
identification skills to enable volunteers to gather local records of bat species. Local recording 
takes place through surveys by individual volunteers and bat group members as part of their 
work or in their own time, and also through bat walks and other group activities that have the 
additional benefit of raising public awareness.  
 
Lincolnshire bat survey work, record gathering and monitoring is largely delivered through 
the very active Lincolnshire Bat Group. The group is also involved in educational activities, 
awareness raising, rehabilitation and many other vital elements of essential conservation work 
in the county. The group is also affiliated to BCT and makes an important contribution to 
many areas of BCT’s activities including the NBMP. 
 

2.0 Aim of the Lincolnshire Bat Project Workshop 
The aim of the event for the NBMP and Lincolnshire Bat Group was to train local volunteers 
to survey for bats on this site and across the county in order to contribute data to: 

• The Lincolnshire Environmental Records Centre 
• UK National Bat Monitoring Programme  
• Local volunteer’s biodiversity work  

Data gathered as a result will be used to inform local planning decisions and to help 
determine the status of the bat species surveyed in Lincolnshire. The workshop was made 
possible thanks to a grant through the Landfill Communities Fund of Waste Recycling Group 
(WRG) administered by the Environmental Body WREN. Lincolnshire County Council and 
BCT provided 10% of the funding. The workshop focus was on introducing local volunteers 
to standard field survey techniques using bat detectors coupled with training in more 
advanced skills for bat sound analysis. This enables volunteers to carry out post-survey 
analysis to identify bat species and understand more about how they are using local habitats.  
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The use of post-survey sound analysis methods allows more information to be gained from 
any time a volunteer spends in the field observing bats. Basic tuneable, heterodyne bat 
detectors more commonly used by volunteers have a restricted frequency range over which 
they are active and this limits the species that can be observed at any one time. Broadband 
detectors are active across all frequencies that are commonly used by UK bats and therefore 
none are excluded. When recordings from these detectors are subjected to post survey 
analysis it allows more information to be gathered than is usually possible during real-time 
encounters in the field. For each survey event additional species are likely to be identified and 
additional information such as feeding frequency, social calls and inter-specific interaction 
may be gained. Bat surveys are increasingly using broadband technology as it maximises the 
information that can be acquired.  
 
Although anyone with very limited knowledge can use a broadband detector and a recorder, 
effective bat sound analysis requires some knowledge of how to transfer the recordings and 
identify/interpret the bat calls captured using appropriate software in order to gain the greatest 
advantage. The aim of the training event was to provide Lincolnshire volunteers with the 
basic skills needed to carry out standardised bat detector surveys and to digitise and analyse 
the recordings collected by using more advanced equipment in order to gain additional 
records and information from their bat survey work. 
 
Surveying bats in woodlands presents particular problems of identification and a session was 
written on this topic particularly for this workshop to help volunteers carry out woodland 
surveys in the Lincolnshire area particularly within the Limewoods. The barbastelle bat 
(Barbastellus barbastellus) is a woodland specialist and a relatively rare bat known to be 
present in Lincolnshire and on the Chambers Farm Wood complex. Training volunteers to 
identify this species will greatly enhance the available knowledge about this species’ 
distribution in the county. The session consisted of a presentation on Microsoft PowerPoint 
on surveying and monitoring woodland bats, the bats of Chambers Farm Wood, recognising 
woodland bats and how calls change in a woodland environment. Sound analysis example 
files were used to demonstrate the woodland species and variations in their calls and a 
handout was given out for future reference.  

3.0 Bats in the Chambers Wood Complex 

The Chambers Woods complex is made up of several woods with different characters, along 
with meadow areas and more than a dozen ponds, around half of which are now covered by 
dense woodland canopy. The woods are owned and managed by the Forestry Commission 
and lies within their Bardney Forest; they include several areas of ancient semi-natural 
woodland, three of which are designated SSSI, and these also lie within the Bardney 
Limewoods NNR. All of the FC owned woodland in Bardney Forest is open to the public and 
is designated as access land under the Countryside & Rights of Way Act (2000). The woods 
provide one of the most important examples of small-leaved lime woodland in the UK. One 
of the meadows (Little Scrubs Meadow) is also an SSSI for its hay-meadow grassland, and 
this is managed by the Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust under a management agreement with FC. 
The entire complex forms part of the Lincolnshire Limewoods Project area. The Lincolnshire 
Limewoods Project is a local 5-year partnership project which aims to protect, enhance and 
promote the natural and historic landscape and features of the Lincolnshire Limewoods. 
Project partners are: 

• Lincolnshire County Council  
• Forestry Commission  
• Natural England  
• Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust 
• Bardney Development Trust  

• East Lindsey District Council  
• English Heritage  
• Heritage Trust of Lincolnshire  
• West Lindsey District Council  
• Woodland Trust 
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Members of the Lincolnshire bat Group have been involved in the Project. The Limewoods Project 
Officer was contacted about the workshop and provided some background information but 
unfortunately did not participate. Details about the sites and events in the lime woods can be found at 
http://microsites.lincolnshire.gov.uk/Limewoods/ 

More information about the project background can be found at 
http://www.lincsheritage.org/community_heritage/current_projects/details.php?key=lincolnshire_lime
woods 

In Chambers Farm Wood complex, the venue for the workshop, some residential houses and farm 
buildings on site are known bat roosts as are bat boxes on certain trees. Anne Goodall, a long standing 
BCT and Lincolnshire Bat Group member, has been carrying out bat detector surveys for the past 
three years in the woodlands to study how barbastelle and other bats are using the complex. No 
barbastelle bat roosts have been found as yet. This species is highly mobile and a single colony tends 
to use small roosts in a number of trees within its home range. Maternity colonies tend to be fairly 
high up in holes, splits and cracks in mature trees and are often difficult to identify particularly from 
the ground. Radio-tracking techniques are often necessary to locate the roosts used by a particular 
colony. 

Prior to 2005 bat boxes had been erected on many of the trees in the woods as a joint venture between 
the Forestry Commission and the Lincolnshire Bat Group. Anne Goodall says that ‘checking the 
boxes really made me begin thinking about how bats were using the woods, and this decided me to get 
involved more directly’. Since then she has been carrying out regular survey transects through the 
woods as well as doing dusk and dawn surveys at roosts on the site. The data from her survey work 
feeds into the Lincolnshire Bat Group records, the local environmental records centre and the 
Limewoods Project. 

Within Chambers Farm Wood there are existing records of barbastelle bats mainly around the Azolla 
pond and the north end of the main path (see map 1 in Appendix 1 kindly provided by Anne Goodall). 
Azolla pond has had Natterer’s (Myotis nattereri) and barbastelle bats recorded there in the past and 
there are two common pipistrelle colonies and a brown long-eared bat colony each only 5-6 minutes 
away from the pond.  One pipistrelle colony occupies several of the residential buildings (the exact 
location frequently moves as is often the case with this species). A disused tunnel is an important 
nearby known hibernacula that has had barbastelle bat presence recorded in the winter months. 
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4.0 NBMP survey activity in Lincolnshire  
A total of 30 volunteers have contributed data to the National Bat Monitoring Programme since 1997 
in Lincolnshire. The Chambers Farm wood complex is surveyed annually for the NBMP Woodland 
Survey and barbastelle bats have been found each year. Figure 1 shows the NBMP Woodland Survey 
transect carried out in Chambers Farm Woods 
 
Figure 1:  The NBMP Woodland Survey Transect, Chambers Farm Wood 

 
The Woodland Survey has created records of Barbastelle bats, common pipistrelle noctule/Leisler’s 
bats (big bats) and Myotis/Brown long-eared bats. The location of the records has been analysed to 
assess where the various species were encountered (figure 2). 
 
Figure 2: Species Pass by Location on NBMP Chambers Farm Woodland Survey Transect 

 
The NBMP Field Survey has been carried out at 7 sites in Lincolnshire giving rise to bat detector 
records of noctule bat (Nyctalus noctula), common pipistrelle and soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrellus 
pygmaeus). Serotine bat is also surveyed for in this method but there are no records for Lincolnshire 
as yet as it is north of the usual range for this species. 
 
The NBMP Waterway survey has been completed at 15 sites in the county producing bat detector 
records for Myotis daubentonii.  
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There are 11 hibernation sites in Lincolnshire that are regularly counted for the NBMP. Tunnels 
within reach for bats of Chambers Farm Wood complex have good counts of Natterer’s and 
Daubenton’s bats and also support brown long-eared (Plecotus auritus) and whiskered/Brandt’s bats 
(Myotis mystacinus/brandtii).  
 
On the Chambers Farm Woods site, 3 maternity colonies are counted by Lincolnshire volunteers for 
the NBMP. Two are common pipistrelle and 1 brown long eared. A third common pipistrelle roost is 
located very close to the site and another brown long-eared roost is also just off site but close enough 
for the colony to utilise the wood complex for foraging. The common pipistrelle colonies are very 
mobile and move around between various roosts within the buildings on site and therefore low counts 
do not necessarily reflect losses of bats.  
 
Table1:  NBMP Roost counts at Chambers Farm Wood 

NBMP site code Species 2006 highest count 2007 highest count 
1120832 Common pipistrelle 92 62 
1120833 Common pipistrelle 21 1 
1120831 Common pipistrelle 76 76 
1150084 Brown long-eared 54 48 

 
Locating the bats main feeding and commuting routes and carrying out survey transects within the 
wood complex and in the wider Limewoods will help to monitor the health of the colonies and the 
local population in a different, additional way to the roost counts. This will enable the bat group to 
cross check whether numbers are actually declining or whether fluctuations in maternity count 
numbers are due to colony mobility. There have been 7 NBMP sunrise surveys and 5 sunset surveys 
carried out to try to locate possible feeding habitat and roosts. 
 
Brown long-eared bats are very difficult to monitor using bat detectors as their usual echolocation 
calls are extremely quiet when they forage close to tree foliage. However, they do make social calls 
and some intermediate type calls in open environments which are much louder and of lower 
frequency. These are quite difficult to distinguish using a heterodyne bat detector but can be readily 
identified by analysis of recordings made using broadband time expansion detectors. 

5.0 The 2007 Lincolnshire Bat Project Workshop 
5.1 Classroom sessions 
The workshop was held over two days on 21st and 22nd July 2007 and was attended by 14 volunteers 
(two people did not attend that had expressed an interest). The workshop consisted of two days of 
classroom sessions interspersed with an evening practical session. On the first day, the participants 
were firstly introduced to the aim of the workshop by Nick Tribe Secretary of the Lincolnshire Bat 
Group. The first training session was an introduction to the methods and techniques of the National 
Bat Monitoring Programme including surveys appropriate for the area, primarily the NBMP Field 
Survey. Later in the day the specifically written new session on woodland bats and the NBMP 
woodland survey was presented with PowerPoint slides, sound files and an accompanying handout. 
Training on day one also included sound analysis. The theory behind the way bat calls sound as they 
do and the types of calls and sonograms made by each species were explained and demonstrated so 
that participants were familiar with what they could expect to hear and record on surveys in the area. 
An introduction to the site was given prior to the practical session by Anne Goodall of the 
Lincolnshire Bat Group. 
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On the second day, sessions introduced the participants to how to transfer recordings they had made 
on site into a computer for analysis. The best techniques to utilise to analyse their recordings were 
explained. The participants then took part in a hands-on practical session where they looked at their 
own recordings made on-site from the previous night along with some example recordings for 
analysis of all the UK bat species in different situations (provided by the tutor). Some analysis self-
tests were provided so that participants could measure how well they had learned the identification 
techniques and the use of the software. Extensive handouts were provided to accompany each section 
so that the volunteers could follow-up the event with their own practice in the field and on their own 
computers.  
See Appendix 2 for a workshop timetable 
 
5.2 Practical Session and Results 
For the evening practical session the group split into small groups to walk different routes through the 
wood complex (see map 2 in Appendix 1). Unfortunately, the route possibilities were severely limited 
by the wet weather which made traversing some parts of the site very difficult and potentially 
dangerous. The heavy rain curtailed the session and made it difficult to use the detectors as the 
microphones are sensitive to water and the rain can also obscure sounds of quiet bats like brown long-
eared bats. The method used was consistent with the National Bat Monitoring Programme Woodland 
survey. The volunteers walked a continuous transect listening for barbastelle bats and any others using 
a heterodyne system in their detectors and recording onto minidisk through either frequency division 
or time expansion system which records all frequencies. Any bats encountered were noted down, 
including details of species (if known) time and location to enable the identification to be checked 
using sound analysis the next day and mapped for future reference. 
 
Team 1 (with volunteer leader Nick Tribe) headed south down the main ride past snake pond. They 
recorded common pipistrelle and brown long-eared bat but relatively low levels of activity. 
 
Team 2 (with volunteer leader Dave Hughes) headed north along the main ride then turned east 
following the main path around and back towards the visitor centre in a P shaped loop. This group 
recorded a barbastelle feeding near the Azolla pond, common pipistrelles at several locations, one 
noctule pass and a brief Myotis pass which remained unidentified. Barbastelle bat was recorded on a 
Duet detector and confirmed on day 2 in the analysis session. 
 
Team 3 (with volunteer leader Anne Goodall) headed directly north along a minor path then turned 
east along the main path and carried on in an easterly direction towards Wood Farm. This section is 
not well surveyed and had some very interesting potential bat habitat but unfortunately the path was 
extremely muddy and the weather was too poor to assess the bat potential fully on that visit. Species 
recorded included common pipistrelles at several locations especially in the first section of the 
subsidiary path, one noctule pass early on commuting high overhead, one barbastelle bat pass on the 
main ride, and a Myotis bat near the Minting triangle. 
 
Team 4 (volunteer leaders Helen Scarborough and Ian Nixon of Lincs Bat Group) travelled a short 
way by car to Stickswold and Horsington Woods which are adjacent within the Limewoods complex 
and had not been surveyed before (grid ref TS185 665). These woods are generally regarded as poorer 
in terms of biodiversity as they have been cleared and replanted frequently. Only common pipistrelle 
was recorded in both woods and activity was low. A subsequent visit by Helen in August 2007 when 
the weather was better also only recorded common pipistrelles in both woods. 
 
See map 2 of transect routes in Appendix 1. 
 
In addition, a grounded juvenile Natterer’s bat was brought in to the workshop on Sunday 22nd July 
from a house within the Chambers complex, thus uncovering a new Natterer’s maternity roost that 
was previously unknown and which can now be monitored and protected. 
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Species encountered: 
• Barbastelle bat Barbastellus barbastellus 
• Common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 
• Brown long-eared bat Plecotus auritus 
• Noctule bat Nyctalus noctula 
• Natterer’s bat Myotis nattereri 
• Myotis species ( likely to be whiskered/Brandt’s or Daubenton’s bat) 

 
The findings from the group’s recordings were mapped and given to the Bat Group to enter into their 
records and to be contributed to the local environmental records centre. 
 

6.0 Project Outputs  
Direct outputs from the workshop can be summarized as 

• 14 Lincolnshire Bat Group volunteers trained in bat detector survey methods following the 
standardised protocols of the National Bat Monitoring Programme 

• 14 volunteers trained in advanced techniques for making recordings in the field using 
broadband detectors and recorders 

• 14 volunteers trained in the process of transferring recordings to appropriate software 
• 14 volunteers trained in bat sound analysis techniques 
• A new training session was produced on Surveying and Monitoring Bats in Woodlands 
• Volunteers have been empowered with the knowledge of techniques that they can pass onto 

other volunteers and utilize during events and projects to raise awareness of bats locally and 
carry out conservation work at a grass-roots level 

• Volunteers are now equipped to use broadband detectors and sound analysis to  gain more 
records from their bat work in the Lincolnshire area 

• More verified bat records will be gathered to protect bats locally, take account of them in 
planning decisions and inform management of sites and habitats where bats are present. This 
will contribute to conservation of local biodiversity which will benefit the community 

• Population trends for species surveyed will help to inform conservation action and increased 
number of NBMP survey sites will enable regional population trends to be delivered in the 
future 

• Improved knowledge of how bats using the Chambers Farm Wood complex gained via 
continuing surveys by the Bat Group using advanced survey and analysis techniques 

• Improved knowledge within the bat group to inspire confidence within the volunteers and 
audiences they engage with within the Lincolnshire community 

• All data collected by the volunteers from their work collated by the Bat Group recorder and 
submitted to the local Environmental Records Centre along with the records generated at the 
workshop itself 

• Workshop report available on the BCT website to inspire other groups and advertise volunteer 
activities 
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Investing in training for volunteers to take part in the National Bat Monitoring Programme will 
deliver monitoring of 10 species in Lincolnshire through 5 different types of survey (see table 2). 
 
Table 2: Species expected to be monitored by future NBMP survey methods in Lincolnshire 
Species Field 

survey 
Waterway 

survey 
Woodland 

survey 
Colony 
count 

Hibernation 
survey 

Noctule bat 
Nyctalus noctula 

x  x   

Leisler’s bat 
Nyctalus leisleri 

  x   

Common pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus pipistrellus 

x  x x  

Soprano pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus pygmaeus 

x   x  

Nathusius’ pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus nathusii 

  x   

Daubenton’s bat 
Myotis daubentonii 

 x   x 

Whiskered/Brandt’s bat 
Myotis mystacinus/brandtii 

    x 

Natterer’s bat 
Myotis nattereri 

   x x 

Brown long-eared bat 
Plecotus auritus 

   x x 

Barbastelle bat 
Barbastellus barbastellus 

  x   

 
So far from the 2007 survey period the NBMP has received records from the following sites in 
Lincolnshire which contribute to UK population trends and local species distribution knowledge:  

• 27 colony counts (common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, brown long-eared, Natterer’s bat 
and Daubenton’s bat records and population trends) 

• 1 Field survey (noctule, common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle records and population 
trends) 

• 11 Hibernation surveys (pipistrelle, barbastelle, brown long-eared, Natterer’s, 
whiskered/Brandt’s bat and Daubenton’s bat records and population trends) 

• 6 Waterway surveys (Daubenton’s bat records and population trend) 
• 1 Woodland survey (barbastelle, common and soprano pipistrelles, Myotis/long-eared bats, 

noctule bat records). 
 
12 volunteers took part in NBMP surveys in Lincolnshire in 2007. It is expected that more volunteers 
will carry out more NBMP field and woodland surveys in summer 2008 as a result of the training. The 
NBMP staff will follow this up with the bat group to encourage wider participation and the Bat Group 
volunteers that participated will be able to train other volunteers using the techniques that they have 
learned.  
 
Outputs from the project will expect to increase over the following years as more volunteers take on 
surveys and also use their detectors and recorders to capture incidental records of bats when out doing 
bat surveys in Lincolnshire. The training workshop will help to expand record gathering across the 
county. Volunteers that possess the skills and knowledge to use broadband detectors and sound 
analysis tools will be able to gather more records and also identify more species with confidence 
enabling them to verify recordings made by other volunteers. Each visit made by a trained volunteer 
to any Lincolnshire site when using a broadband bat detector will produce maximum results as species 
will not be missed. This will result in more verified records for bats on sites across Lincolnshire.  
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It will be particularly useful for identifying noctule and Leisler’s bats. The noctule is a proposed new 
UK BAP priority list species and Lincolnshire bat group have been concerned at observed declines in 
encounter rates with noctule bats in their local area. Using NBMP methods and sound analysis will 
help to identify this species and separate it from calls made by very similar Leisler’s bats to enable a 
better assessment to be made of the species local status. As more NBMP sites are monitored, 
statistical analysis and reporting of population trends at a regional level will be possible to help us to 
understand how species are faring in the Eastern region of England when compared to other areas. 
Data from the Field Survey have shown that for Noctule bat the UK population trend line has 
remained stable. However, there appears to be a decline in northern England and Scotland, and an 
increase in southern England. Confidence limits are wide for regional estimates and an increased 
sample size is required to confirm this pattern (From the State of the UK’s Bats 2006, BCT). 
 
Serotine bats have not yet been found in Lincolnshire but there is some debate as to whether their 
range is expanding more northwards from their traditional south eastern territory. As one of the 
species on the edge of its range in the UK, it is possible that its distribution will fluctuate as a result of 
climate change. Equipping the bat group volunteers with the skills and methods to monitor this 
species on the field survey and through sound analysis will enable them to collect valuable data if it 
should occur in the county in the future.  
 
All data collected by the volunteers from their work will be collated by the Bat Group recorder and 
submitted to the local Biological Records Centre. This will be important for the application of the 
legal protection of bats. Increased records of bat species distribution in Lincolnshire and species 
population trends will enable better protection of bat species and their habitats. It will also make it 
easier to take account of them in planning decisions and inform management of sites and habitats 
where bats are present. This will contribute to conservation of local biodiversity which will benefit the 
community. 
 
Knowledge of how bats are using the Chambers Farm Wood complex has also been expanded as more 
transects have been done by the bat group volunteers. Equipping the volunteers from the Lincolnshire 
community with advanced knowledge often held by professionals and academics will have a positive 
effect on those people’s confidence and on audiences that the bat group engages in their wider work 
within the County. 
 
Anne Goodall said “the course was tremendously useful to me. I’ve continued with transects but 
being able to record and analyse the recordings at leisure has probably trebled the numbers of bats for 
which I’ve got good identifications. By making each outing so much more valuable in terms of useful 
records, this also gave me the impetus to venture into a lot more of the woods and I shall continue 
with this next year. Finally, it gave me confidence enough to venture into using an Anabat detector, 
and although this wasn’t a total success last year, I shall carry on. Incidentally, it has also proved to 
me just how difficult it can be to pick up a call from brown long-eared bats even when they are 
moving along a hedge right past me!  So I really can’t praise the course and thank you enough.” 
 
A follow-up event open to the public at the Chambers Farm Wood complex was arranged to coincide 
with European Bat Night on August 27th 2007. Unfortunately, because it was a bank holiday it was 
not as well attended as can usually be expected for summer evening bat walks. There were 9 attendees 
from the general public and the walk was lead by Dave Hughes, a participant in the July workshop, 
and chairman of Lincolnshire bat group. It was a warm evening with perfect conditions for seeing 
bats.  
 
Organisations and community groups requiring funding for beneficial projects should visit 
www.wren.org.uk or contact WREN on 01953 717165. 
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Species recorded at the bat walk included: 
• Barbastelle bats feeding 
• Common pipistrelle 
• Soprano pipistrelle 
• Brown long-eared bat 
• Daubenton’s bats feeding over the ponds 
• A likely Natterer’s bat  
• Another Myotis which was a possible whiskered/Brandt’s bat.  
• Leisler’s bat 

 
The Leisler’s bat (Nyctalus leisleri) was encountered flying over the car park at the end of the walk 
echolocating loudly. This is a good record for the site as it is under- recorded across the UK and 
details of its distribution are patchy at best (except for in Northern Ireland). 
 
Bat Group activities following the workshop have included a couple of visits in the Limewoods using 
a time expansion broadband detector to identify more species. Anne Goodall has continued with her 
volunteer work carrying out more transects of the Chambers Farm Wood area, venturing into new 
parts of it and identifying more species there. The Bat Group has access to only a few broadband 
detectors especially time expansion which is better for identifying the more difficult species. It would 
be useful for them to purchase more units along with appropriate recorders in future.  
 
Secretary of Lincolnshire Bat Group, Nick Tribe, met with the Bat Conservation Trust’s new Count 
Bat Project Officer (North and East Region) Diana Hagues on Saturday 1st March 2008 to talk about 
the Count Bat project and how it could help to engage more volunteers in the county. This new BCT 
initiative is directed towards engagement of new target audiences into bats and conservation. 
Lincolnshire is a county which could benefit from the partnership approach taken by count bat and 
events that will be organised to help to introduce new volunteers to bat work at a local level. 

7.0 Publicity 
• A press release about the project was sent to the Lincolnshire Echo and The Grantham Journal 

and Horncastle News (see Appendix 3).  
 

• The workshop was advertised in Lincolnshire bat group newsletter which reaches an audience 
of 60 people.  

 
• The event was listed prior to the WREN funding agreement in the Natural England’s East 

Midlands Region Volunteer Bat Warden’s newsletter in February 2007 which is distributed to 
about 120 volunteers.  

 
• NBMP Training Events (without specific dates) are advertised in the BCT Training Brochure 

which goes out to all adult BCT members and all those on our training mailing list which is 
about 4500 in total in October/November of the previous year.  

 
• Online, the workshop was advertised on the Bat Conservation Trust website training page in 

the two months leading up to the event at 
http://www.bats.org.uk/courses/courses_vol_detectwork.asp.  

 
• An email was sent to all Lincolnshire Bat Group members and also to surrounding bat groups 

that may have volunteers actively working in Lincolnshire and collecting records there. This 
included around 140 people in total.  

 
• This workshop report will be available on the BCT website at www.bats.org.uk 

 




