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Biodiversity i Katie Parsons, Alison Rasey, Karen Hasyom

Director of Conservation (Karen Haysom)

KH returned from maternity leave on 30" May. She has been involved with a series of handover
and catch up meetings with AC, JH and line managed staff and with the Biodiversity Officer
recruitment interviews. She is currently working on the completion of the 2006 National Bat
Monitoring Programme report. She is scheduled to meet the NBMP statistician and attend the
next NBMP management team meeting with INCC in July.

LINK. KH attended the Wildlife & Countryside LINK Policy Director meeting on 20" June. LINK
are currently reviewing their approach and this meeting brought together senior staff from a good
spread of the organisations in the LINK network. Issues discussed included how LINK works
and its general remit in comparison to Green Alliance, the extent to which LINK serves its
network organisations, issues not covered by the LINK working groups, the strengths/limitations
of LINKs influence and the appropriateness of developing a stronger brand for LINK itself or
specific LINK campaigns. There is currently little mechanism for the different working groups to
connect. The group may meet again, possibly at six month intervals, with the aim of building

greater forward planning and a more strategic

Bats in Churches. Kate Fouracre, (Defra, Species Protection) asked BCT to contribute to a brief
for the minister on issues associated with bats and churches. The background to this is that the
minister was due to meet with Council for Care of Churches who were representing churches
experiencing problems with bats (droppings, urine, license applications for building works).
Holme Hale PCC (Norfolk) are also circulating a campaign leaflet seeking a change in the law
because of their bat problems. KH prepared a summary document drawing on information from

a g

the original Bats in Churches project, current

bank of positive case studies. Several opportunities for future education / PR work were
identified and sent with indicative costs. BCT (AC, JE and KH) met with a representative of the
Council of the Care of Churches 1.06.07.

Bats as Indicators. BCT promoting concept at European, UK and Country levels. KH is
scheduled to meet Kate Jones in July, to discuss ongoing work on the development of indices
using bat data.

Strategy. KH thanks the trustees, particularly Gareth, for comments received on the draft
strategy document circulated in October. She will now be working to develop the document
further, incorporating suggestions/revisions. She also intends to hold meetings with certain bat
researchers who could not be included in discussions last year. She will be working together
with AC to take forward steps in the strategy.

Biodiversity Action Plan update

BCT is Lead Partner for co-ordination and implementation of the pipistrelle, lesser horseshoe,
Bechsteinbs and barbastelle Species Action
(BAP).

Priority Habitats and Species List Review
In the last quarter BCT was involved with the signposting exercise for six of the bat species on
the upcoming BAP priority list, identifying priority actions for soprano pipistrelle, brown long-
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eared bat, noctule, | esser horseshoe, theagebtarst el |

horseshoe for which it is Lead Partner.
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The report of the Priorities Review Group, including the draft list, was published on the UKBAP

web-site on 6 June for consultation. The new list is intended to supersede that adopted 10 years

ago. Bar bastell e, Bechsteinods, n o c teardd,desserdhvargesh@een o p i
and greater horseshoe bats are all included. The next step is to ask Ministers of all four UK
administrations to adopt the list. The report and list can be viewed at www.ukbap.org.uk.
Information about geographical distribution and signposting of priority action categories needs to

be further considered and developed via a consultative process.

Habitats Regulations Amendments

Discussions and involvement with Defra, SE and the SNCOs regarding the upcoming Habitats
Regulations amendments continued to take a large amount of time this quarter. Thanks to
Trustee Michael Ford for his valuable input. BCT has commented to Natural England on the
guidance on licensing exclusions from domestic dwellings, commented to the Scottish Executive
on draft guidance about the amendments in Scotland, written to Defra highlighting concerns
about the definition of disturbance and significance in the amending Regulations.

Defra has now placed information about the amendments to the Habitats Regulations on its
website. It can be viewed at:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/ewd/ewd09.htm

The amended Regulations are due to enter force on 21% August 2007 for England and Wales,
and Northern Ireland is expected to follow very closely.

The amendments for Scotland came into force on 15" February, and the relevant 2007 Statutory
Instrument (No 80) can be viewed at:
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2007/20070080.htm

Bat Survey Guidelines

BCT is delighted to announce that these are now available free of charge on the website at:
http://www.bats.org.uk/news events/BatSurveys.asp

The document is titled Bat Surveys T Good Practice Guidelines. Faber Maunsell has kindly
sponsored the print costs, and the hard copy will be available to purchase towards the end of July for
£19.99 from the NHBS (with a 50% discount to BCT members). IEEM has endorsed the document
and provided a contribution towards its online publication. This has been a huge project, but we are
confident that the Guidelines will raise the level of bat survey requirements overall, and benefit bat
conservation.

Work on the case studies will recommence shortly, and these will be available via the BCT website
(we thought it was important that the actual Guidelines were not held up by the case studies). A huge
amount of work has been put into these by bat experts and BCT staff, and we are very pleased for
the involvement of Faber Maunsell, IEEM, and the NHBS for distribution of hard copies.

Highways Agency work i update of DMRB

BCT is waiting for two further case studies from external sources, which will be formatted and
forwarded once they are received. BCT awaits further discussions with the Highways Agency
and Halcrow.

Wind turbines

BCT continues to work on this area. The response to the micro-turbines questionnaire has been
slow, with only 11 responses so far. Two of those were simply requiring more information, and
two responded that they HAD found injured or dead bats near the turbine (one of those we
already knew about and had recorded). We will continue to accept returns until mid November,
and will issue a reminder to bat groups to try to gather further returns.


http://www.ukbap.org.uk/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/ewd/ewd09.htm
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2007/20070080.htm
http://www.bats.org.uk/news_events/BatSurveys.asp
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BCT hasformallyr esponded to the governmentds consultat.i

Householder Microgeneration which closed on 27" June. This is advocating making most
household microgeneration systems permitted development, i.e. exempt from the need for
planning permission. BCT has serious reservations about micro-turbines becoming exempt from
requiring planning permission.  Although potential impacts of micro-turbines on nature

conservation (bats) wer e menti oned i n tleen con

adequately addressed, and reiterated its stance on micro-turbines. Our response will be
available via the BCT website shortly, but is available in the meantime from Alison Rasey.

Biodiversity meetings and projects
AC attended the Link Biodiversity meeting on 22" June, where bats as indicators of good
landscape management delivery was discussed.

AR tried to attend the Link/Natural England meeting on woodlands and forestry in
Peterborough on 25™ June, but this was abandoned due to flooding on the line! The meeting is

being rescheduled for July or September (TBC).

woodlands can be implemented by the England forestry strategy.

AR attended a Public Bodies and Biodiversity meeting on 27" June. This was looking
especially at the NERC S40 biodiversity duty for public bodies and local authorities. Various
issues with bats and planning were raised. The biodiversity duty could be quite helpful to bat
interests in the future.

The England Biodiversity Group met on 27" June. AC attended, representing Link. Of
particul ar i nterest for BCT was the Woodl ands

forestry strategy for England i Engl anddés Tr ees, Woods and Forest

was concerned that the upcoming amendments to the Habitats Regulations (including removing

-
C

the 6incident al resultd defence) could jeopardi s

progress the SSSI target on woodland birds. The Forestry Commission was concerned about
the implications of the Regulations too (both were referring to bat roost issues). Both the
National Trust and BCT consider that we need to conserve bats and roosts at the landscape
scale, not just at an individual bat/roost scale and that bats have the potential to be excellent
indicators of the landscape approach. To minimise the risk of disturbing bats, the pragmatic and
reasonable approach was to check if there are bat records for a woodland or tree; estimate the
value of a tree for use by bats; look at the opportunities for roosting sites in trees in the wood and
in the surrounding landscape. Detailed scrutiny for roosts of every tree in all woodlands prior to
felling was impractical and unnecessary. There were some woods where one would need to
exercise more care but these were mostly well known. BCT promoted the woodland
management guideline approach.

Link meetings

AR is keeping an overview of these meetings until the Biodiversity post is filled, attending (with
assistance from AC and KH) land use planning, biodiversity and woodland meetings as required.
The Link Woodland Vision will be available very shortly. Richard Dodd is keeping an overview of
the Link work on agriculture.

Mitigation Workshop/Conference
A two-day conference was held in Leicester from 25-26 April on the subject of bat mitigation. The
conference was partly funded by Defra through Eurobats and partly by industry sponsorship and

participantdés fees. The first day focused on me:

second day on methods for mitigating impacts on bat foraging areas and commuting routes.
There was also a question and answer session with a panel of construction industry experts
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about the practicalities of incorporating bat roosts in buildings and bridges. Proceedings are

pl anned to be made available on BCTbds website

The proceedings will contain case studies of successful mitigation methods that have been used.
It is a building block towards developing good practice for bat mitigation.

Farming

The RSPB6s Farm Wildlife Handbook is now avai

European work

Darwin Initiative Project Report
Monitoring bat biodiversity: indicators of sustainable development in Eastern Europe
Work is ongoing. A progress report was submitted to Darwin and well received.

Eurobats

24™ April i Pre Eurobats meeting Defra Bristol

7M1 9™ May i Eurobats 12™ Advisory Committee Meeting Budapest attended by AC and Dr Kate
Jones. Working groups were established.

BCT chaired the intercessional working group on Bats and Bioindicators. BCT is leading on the
Pan European Project Monitoring Underground Sites.

International Year of the Bat i 2011 i New working group set up to plan the Year of the Bat joint
chairs France and Germany i BCT is on this group.

Investigations Project (AR)
This report covers 1% April to 30" June 2007.

The following incidents have been reported to BCT/KJ/WCOs seconded to CCW

April
1 Lincolnshire i allegation of barn being demolished with bat roost. Police investigated,
insufficient information to proceed further.
1 Devon i development of a barn with bat roost, no licence applied for. Police still
investigating.
1 Suffolk 7 youths killed a bat. Culprits could not be tracked down by the police so no
further action possible.
Ayrshire T works to viaduct entombed roosting bats i police still investigating.
Norwich 1 bats for sale in a shop i police investigating.
You Tube incident i film of bats disturbed at roost by youths. Police investigating (roost
identified and being made secure in the interim).
1 Hampshire i barn with roost awaiting EPS licence has been partly demolished. Police
investigating.
91 Dorset i works to reinstate roost damaged by building works not going to original plan,
police investigating.

=a —a -

1 South Wales i landowner removed trees believed to have bat roosts, police investigated
but no evidence of bats present.

1 South Wales i development work damaged pipistrelle roost in tree, matter still under
investigation by police.

1 North Wales i works adjacent to tunnel with roosting bats. Disturbance may have
occurred, police still investigating.

b
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1 Essex’ disturbance of bats causing them to enter living space. Police still investigating.
1 Kenti builders converting barn with bat roost. Police still investigating.
1 Peeblesi incident at domestic dwelling involving roost i police still investigating.

June

1 Nottinghamshire T contravention of EPS licence i police investigating

1 Hampshire 7 building works damaged bat roost i police investigating

1 Anonymous caller i admitted he has undertaken works to roost contravening NE advice,
blocking roost entrance. Wanted to know where he stood, cannot be traced so no further
action possible.

1 Derbyshire i buildings and trees demolished, dead bat found on the ground, police
investigated, most evidence has been cleared away, outcome not yet known.

1 Lancashire i allegation of builder about to demolish building containing bat roost. Police
investigation, outcome not yet known.

1 Berkshire i maintenance works to building with bat roost present caused accidental
damage to the roost, police called; a verbal warning was given as builders were aware of
the roost but genuinely misunderstood where bats were actually roosting. Damage made
good.

1 Perthshire 7 re-roofing potentially damaged roost/disturbed bats. Police investigated,
SNCO advice given to minimise further disturbance.

1 Northern Ireland i BLE maternity colony damaged by builders who knew a bat survey
was pending for the property. Police investigating.

1 Northern Ireland i pipistrelle roost damaged by building works, police investigating.

Two incidents from previous quarters have gone to court with the following results:
I Hamilton i builder fined £300 for destroying a bat roost in a dwelling house whilst
undertaking works to the roof
T Falkirk 7 builder fined £2000 for destroying a bat roost despite knowing bat roost
was present

The number of incidents notified to BCT tends to increase during the spring and summer

months. It is clear that building and land use development is a major cause of bat related crime
incidents still. Ot her incidegeéensuithad hafver mamt
been included here. Sadly they can waste quite a bit of police and BCT staff time.

Land Use Planning issues

There are proposals at a CLG |l evel to produce a
species, to assist planning officers with taking these issues into consideration during the
planning process. AR has been invited to a meeting to discuss these; and BCT is keen for these

to be taken forward because it should help reduce the amount of bat related crime within land

use planning arenas. AR has written to the Director of Education at the Royal Town Planning

Institute to investigate whether biodiversity/EPS issues can be brought higher up the initial

planner training and planner CPD agendas.

Police Partnerships

Kelvin Jones in post as Operation Bat Project Officer with the National Wildlife Crime Unit is a
great benefit to getting incidents followed up by the police, and Sgts Pete Charleston and lan
Guildford who are seconded to CCW are also very supportive of Operation Bat. The Operation
Bat resources and training materials need updating with the upcoming changes to the Habitats
Regulations, and BCT is hopeful that the NWCU will take over this.
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The WCO training day that was scheduled for 30™ April (at which AR had been invited to speak
about bat related crime) was unfortunately postponed by the police because of other police
priorities.

The JNCC Wildlife Law Enforcement Working Group is scheduled to meet in July, and AR will
attend.

The BCT Investigations Project report has been written and will be available on the BCT website
in July. Between July 2004 and April 2007 (33 months) a total of 170 wildlife crime incidents
involving bats or bat roosts were notified to BCT (compared with 144 in 24 months between 2001
and 2003). An additional 40 reports were received of incidents that could not be followed up
because of lack of evidence.

Bats and the Built Environment (CW)

Liaison, profile raising and consultation with the building industry or organisations
related to the project

Meetings held

11 April 07 1 CW had a meeting with AC and Vincent Weir to review the progress of the project
during the first quarter.

17 April 07, 15 May 07 and 19 June 07 i CW attended the Bat House Project Competition
meetings on behalf of BCT. The competition is to design a building that achieves aesthetic and
environmental excellence using sustainable materials and that offers a home to bats. It is the
brainchild of Jeremy Deller (the Turner Prize artist). The opening of the competition was
launched on 21 May with a closing date for entries of 10 September. CW is one of 6 judges who
will choose which design is then turned into a reality at the WWT London Wetland Centre.

27 April 07 7 Upton Development, Northampton. Upton is a development now into its third stage.
CW was invited to the site by Dr Janet Jackson of the University of Northampton and Lisa
Langley an ex-student who had monitored the site. Janet had seen this as a potential site to
have this projects involvement. However, despite her hard work it is only the Sustainable Urban
Drainage System (SUDS) that warrants a mention and except for a small area of woodland and
old lane that have been retained, there is little else incorporated into the development of merit for
bats. However, CW will continue to liaise with Janet and her colleagues on the outcome of the
monitoring of the SUDS for bat use.

6 June 07 i CW met with Emma Stone, a researcher from University of Bristol. Her PhD revolves
around mitigation for bats. She will be working closely with CW on research into the roost
requirements of brown long-eared bats, the impact of lighting on lesser horseshoe bat
commuting routes, the impact of microturbines on bats, as well as the general findings from
Defra licences review. It is possible the research needed on cavity wall insulation and the effect
of bat urine and droppings on its ability to function as an insulator may also be included.

11 June 07 7 CW met John McCawley (RSK consultants), James Honour (Building Research
Establishment) and Kate Symons (BRE) on site to discuss their exemplar refurbishment project
of an old stable block at BRE headquarters. It is in the early stages with bat surveys just
beginning but as well as showing best practice in sustainable restoration it is intended to include
a bat loft and best practice for maintaining/encouraging bat use. The site has a large number of



BCT Quarterly Report April 07 to June 07

visitors from the building industry so it is a project worth involvement for the educational and
awareness raising potential.

James Honour of BRE is an architect and their senior consultant. CW continued discussions with

him on a wide range of matters concerning bats and buildings and it was agreed to work together

on a number of areas. In particular, he is training a third of the new energy inspectors and has
agreed to distribute a Obats in buildingsod | eaf!l

19 June 07 1 CW had a meeting with Tom Webster of the Institution of Lighting Engineers. This

was to take the first draft of the O0Bats and Li
layout, the order of the content and also to make changes to the text regarding what is useful for

lighting engineers to know about bats and to clarify and correct the technical part regarding

lighting. Excellent progress was made and with the amendments agreed the document should be

ready to go on the BCT and ILE websites before the end of the summer.

26 June 07 i CW meeting with Nick Williams, Dupont. This meeting aims to: increase the
knowledge of the industry about bats and their use of buildings; discuss the information supplied
by bat workers about roof membranes to date; discuss which potential mitigation measures are
viable; look at a real life case study involving Tyvek to get DuPonts view of the best way forward
and consider how some elements of required research could be implemented.

Liaison other than meetings

CW has taken the information received from bat workers as a result of the roof membrane and
cavity wall questionnaires and formed these into summaries. These were then distributed back to
all those on the bat workers e-mail list and also to Vincent Wildlife Trust Staff and the National
Trust. It was accompanied by a plea for the feedback forms to be continued to be used
throughout the coming season. This has happened and a second block of feedback was
distributed in June.

CW is working with Tony Mitchell- Jones of Natural England on the role of energy inspectors and
the training they receive to ensure they are aware of bats, how to identify their presence, the
legislation that protects them and the potential impact of their advice on bats.

CW has written an article for use by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) as a
general introduction to bats, which bats use buildings, the legislation and what chartered
surveyors can do for bats. It has been commented on by Chris Smith who is a bat worker and
chartered surveyor. It is having final changes made and will be complete by the end of July to be
used in their publications to members.

CW is working with AR on wind turbines and their impact on bats with CW concentrating on the
use of micro-turbines as part of the built environment. CW is assisting AR on the response to the
consultation over the changes to permitted development rights for householders regarding
microgeneration. There are planned research projects at two universities that are considering the
impact of microturbines on bats.

CW is continuing to communicate with the National Insulation Association. They have seen the
feedback from the questionnaire to bat workers which has taken that matter forward. Most recent
areas for discussion have revolved around the research needed into the effects of bat droppings
and urine on the insulating capacity of the insulating material. Talks are underway with a number
of organisations about the way in which this could be carried out.

Brian Murphy, an architect, mentioned the potential for a project with BioRegional who were
looking for something that would consider the biodiversity aspect of sustainability in the building
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industry. CW submitted a proposal and from a number received this has been chosen for further
investigation. It proposed more workshops jointly between bat workers and building
professionals and producing guidance as a result of these. It would also take a new development
and incorporate best practice for bats in every aspect from the very beginning of the process.
This would become a flagship site. Discussions about the next stage in the process should take
place in the next month or so.

Training and events

16 April 07 i CW attended Facilitation training by Nigel Westaway at BCT offices in preparation
for the mitigation conference.

24 & 25 April 07 7 Mitigation conference. CW ran three non-dwelling house sessions, one bat
house, one wind turbine and one lighting session. CW arranged the attendance of an architect
and a civil engineer for the plenary Q&A session. Already the information obtained during this
conference has been put into use, such as experiences shared during the session on lighting
and bats. A display was produced of the summaries of the roof membrane and cavity wall
guestionnaires along with a summary of the aims of the project and progress made so far.

16 May 07 i CW gave a presentation at the BCT staff forum.

19 May 07 i CW gave a presentation at the Bat Group Forum and produced a handout of this,
with extra detail on some of the more complex subject areas such as the building regulations.

11June 07-CW attended the UK Green Building Counci

Exhibition VIP day. Following his presentation CW met with Paul King who is the UK GBC Chief
Executive. Previously Paul was the WWF-UK Director of Campaigns; co-founder of One Planet
Living (which works closely with BioRegional) and involved in the Sustainable Buildings task
group, the BREEAM Sustainability Board and Code for Sustainable Homes. It was a very
positive meeting with him already being aware of the project. We discussed the funding proposal
recently submitted to BioRegional of which he was supportive.

Awards

The organisers of the British Construction Industry Awards carry out the selection process in
May. It had been arranged that any entries which indicated that they had been involved with the
conservation of bats as part of their project would have the details supplied to CW who, having
reviewed these, would arrange to visit the organisers to look at the merits of each and the best
way to recognise their achievements. Unfortunately of the 180 entries, none of them gave any
consideration to bats. CW has requested that she see those entries that qualified under the
environmental category as there may be projects that have inadvertently benefited bats that
could be highlighted. Also CW has requested a presence at the awards ceremony with a display
about bats and built environment expounding opportunities for collaborative work.

Codes of conduct and guidelines

Good practice guidelines currently being worked towards are:

6Bats and |lightingd working with the Instit
an advanced stage and should be ready to be put into final format with images ready for
launching on the BCT website by the end of the summer. The ILE have also reserved a slot for it
on their website. It will be a working document that will necessarily be revised on a regular basis
as bat workers understanding of the impact of lighting on bats increases and the technology and
possible options open to lighting engineers evolves.

ut
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6Bats and cavity wall insulationd with the Natic
as there is a need for an amount of research to take place before certain mitigation measures

can be recommended by the industry. This research is being investigated now.

6Bats and change t o t WAetartBhasi bleahimadg onRhlésgand aachitectsn s 6 .
have been identified who will assist in the process by reviewing the document to comment on its

accuracy with regard the regulations.

6Bats and roofing membranesd6 with the current st
slowly with the speed of progress being dictated by the need for more information. This is
continuing to be collected from bat workers. Meetings are being held with the industry to keep

them up to speed with developments and to get their input into the feasibility of proposed
mitigation measures.

10
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Biodiversity Training i Kit Stoner

Training Courses

Bats and Bat Surveys

Three foundation courses have run so far this year. Juniper and Nettlecombe were both full, and
Kindrogan, although not full, had better attendance last year (14 people as opposed to eight).
This is encouraging as KS nearly decided not to run the course in Scotland this year.

Bookings for the remaining 2007 courses are as follows:
23-25 July Orielton FSC Centre (Pembrokeshire) Fully booked
18-20 August Malham Tarn FSC Centre (Yorkshire) 17 booked

Some changes were made to the legislation section of the course, but in the absence of
guidance, we are teaching the current legislation with bullet points of what we think the new
legislation will be!

KS is starting to plan 2008 courses with FSC centres as they need to have courses booked by
end of July in order to put their brochure together.

Planning and Preparation of Surveys

The course at Warren Farm Barns went well, and
taught by Sandie Sowler. The course ran with 10 people i it is generally our least popular
consultantsd cour se, but a particul ar $ome mime f ul

changes were made to the materials to ensure that they are in line with the proposed survey
guidelines.

Bookings for the remaining 2007 courses are as follows:
8 August Lackham College (Wiltshire) 9
10 September Malham Tarn FSC Centre (Yorkshire) 4

Surveying Buildings (including Bat Identification)

The course at Warren Farm Barns went well and was taught by Sandie Sowler and Peter
Shepherd. The course was fully booked. Some minor changes were made to the materials to
ensure that they are in line with the proposed survey guidelines.

Bookings for the remaining 2007 courses are as follows:
9-10 August Lackham (Wiltshire) Fully booked
29-30 October Clumber Park (Nottinghamshire) 9 booked

Using Bat Detectors and Sound Analysis Tools

The course has been updated to incorporate new technologies and changes in methodology.
The Stafford House course was fully booked and was taught by Jules Agate. The course seems
to be more popular this year, but may need to undergo some changes as participants tend to
have less experience, and want to learn about their specific software package, rather than
having an overview.

Bookings to date:

11-12 July Horncastle Residential Centre (Lincs) Fully booked
22-23 Sept  Margam Park FSC Centre, Glamorgan 13 booked

11
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Surveying Bridges
A second course has been confirmed at Fountains Abbey in Yorkshire, on 12 November. Have
eight bookings to date.

Surveying Barns
A second course has been confirmed at St | ppoly
Have six bookings to date.

Arborists

Three courses have run in this quarter: one in Leicestershire (taught by Mark Robinson and
Patty Briggs), one in Gwynedd (taught by Richard Crompton), and one in Hampshire (taught by
Andrew Cowan and Patty Briggs). The courses ran with between 10 and 12 people. This was
encouraging for the Welsh course as previous numbers in Wales have been far lower, but
slightly disappointing for the other two. A course in Devon on 28 June was cancelled due to low
numbers.

Bookings for the remaining 2007 courses are as follows:

23 July Margam Park FSC Centre, Glamorgan 7 booked
3 August Castle Head FSC Centre, Cumbria 7 booked
12 September Ightham Mote, Kent 5 booked
22 October  Frank Chapman Centre, Worcestershire 2 booked
23 November Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Cambs 10 booked

Construction industry
Bats and Buildings i a Basic Awareness Course is due to run in Bexley on 18" July, but
numbers are currently quite low.

Training for Trainers
Natural England have now received their budget and KS is just waiting for confirmation of
funding for this course.

Other Projects

National Bat Conference

We currently have just over 150 people booked onto the conference. So far, the workshop
booking system hasnét presented any problems as
choice. This will of course change as we get more bookings i the bat droppings workshop is now

fully booked.

A couple of talks are yet to be confirmed as people have dropped out. Nick Tomlinson is working
on getting replacements for these.

The official booking deadline is 13 July, and KS hopes to send out a reminder to bat group
contacts and other relevant mailing lists about this in the next week or so.

Mitigation Conference

The conference ran 25-26™ April in University of Leicester, and was fully booked with 120 people
on each day. The first day focused on roosts with workshops on the following: Dwelling Houses,
Non-Dwelling Houses, Barns, Bat Houses, Bridges, Trees and Underground Sites. The second
day focused on habitats and workshops were as follows: Foraging and Commuting, Wind
Turbines, Road and Green Bridges, and Lighting.

12
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On the whole the conference was successful. Some people brought along very useful case
studies, which will contribute to the proceedings. It did, however, highlight the lack of knowledge
and research in some areas.

KS aims to have draft proceedings ready in time for the National Conference, with the help of
other members of BCT staff.

13
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Surveys & Monitoring i Philip Briggs, Jules Agate, Jon Russ

Survey Organisation

No of Projected no
sites Avg no of | of sites
No of vols | No of vols | surveyed sites  per | surveyed
Survey 2006 2007 2006 vol 2006 2007
Pip 694 767 514 0.7 568
BLE 133 157 85 0.6 100
Sero 60 74 40 0.7 49
Natt 70 84 48 0.7 58
LHS (Eng only) | 63 72 57 0.9 65
Field 409 507 231 0.6 286
Waterway* 591 627 374 0.6 397
Sunrise 359 477 187 0.5 248

The above table shows the number of volunteers who have been sent survey packs this year,
compared with |l ast yeards figures (*Weattodbeserty Su:
packs, as the mail-out has not yet been done for this survey, and the final figure is likely to be

higher). The average number of sites surveyed by each volunteer in 2006 is also shown and this

has been used to calculate the projected number of sites likely to be surveyed in 2007, assuming

that the return rate is the same as last year. For all surveys we expect to see an increase in the

number of sites surveyed in 2007.

National Bat Colony Survey

93 volunteers have been sent NBCS forms this year, compared with 101 in 2006. The number
continues to decrease slightly each year as we do not recruit new volunteers to this survey as
this would detract from recruitment for the NBMP Colony Counts. Bob Stebbings has agreed that
we can include new and historical NBCS counts on the NBMP database and include these
counts in our species population trends. Data from many NBCS roosts have now been added to
the NBMP database and have been flagged as being NBCS counts so that they can easily be
kept separate from NBMP counts if necessary.

Hibernation Survey

298 survey forms have now been sent in (compared with a final total of 317 for 2006). Thank you

letters and emails have been sent to volunteers who have sent in their data, and final reminders

wi || be sent toMapssehwWwbnbavbhndtyeards site net
on the BCT website. This year Steve Langton will be including the 2007 hib data in with his

analysis for 2006.

Bats and Roadside Mammals Survey

Car survey/sonogram analysis workshops were held in April and June in Birmingham, Cornwall,
East Lancashire and Hampshire. Volunteers from twenty-one groups/areas participating in the
survey this year: Central Scotland, Clyde, Durham, Isle of Man, South Lancashire, East
Lancashire, South Yorkshire, West Midlands, Warwickshire, North Ceredigion, Cardiff/Vale of
Glamorgan/Bridgend, Avon, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Sussex, Kent,
Essex, Suffolk. Survey packs were sent to all participants in April plus various items of
equipment.
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Surveys began in May and have continued in June with each group being asked to survey one
25-mile route per month. However, due to the poor weather and limited numbers of within-group
volunteers for some groups a significant proportion of surveys have not been carried out.

Contact has been made with the Oliver Grafton and Andy Brewer of the National Biodiversity
Network (http://www.nbn.org.uk) and the 2005 and 2006 data is currently being put into a
suitable format for uploading to the NBN gateway.

The project coordinator has met with Dr. Kate Jones of the Zoological Society of London to
investigate the possibility of transferring the current data processing system to the ibats
(http://www.ibats.org.uk/) system next year. This will ensure that the UK data is compatible with
this long-term global monitoring project.

Bechsteinds Survey Project

We now have the funding to begin this project in September. The aim of this project is to
establish the distribution of Bechstei nds b atworkingrclos&lywgHh eaperts, a n d
volunteers and woodland owners/managers. The project will be managed by the NBMP team

and a Project Officer is to be recruited shortly.

NBMP Waterway Survey/Environment Agency River Habitat Survey predictive

mo d el project for Daubentonds bats
EA are funding us to produce a predictive model
habitat characteristics. The model wi || t hen b

numbers at several waterway sites. PB has been liaising with EA on this and has produced a
project plan with the assistance of JA, KH, AC and Steve Langton. A report is to be delivered by
1 March 2008.

Householder Questionnaire project

Rob Bacon from Bristol Zoo is running a project this year which involves sending out a
guestionnaire to householders in Bristol asking whether they have seen bats around their houses
and gardens, and whether they think they might have bats roosting in their properties. This
project is being funded by MTUK, and BCT are involved in an advisory capacity. Rob is liaising
with PB on this and has had advice from Richard Crompton who previously carried out a similar
project. Rob has had positive (sighted bat activity) responses and addresses for 56 households,
8 of which sound like they might have roosts. All these householders will be sent BCT leaflets
including Encouraging Bats and Help Us Count Bats. Those with potential roosts will also be
sent Living With Bats. Rob will be sending them all a letter containing the BCT helpline number
in case they need advice, plus a tick box to indicate if they are happy to have their details passed
on to BCT so we can contact them in future.

Volunteer recruitment and support

91 new volunteers were recruited between April and June. A breakdown of recruitment sources
is shown below. Bat group contacts have been particularly helpful in responding to requests to
recruit new volunteers to carry out repeat surveys at Field Survey sites.

Internet 42
Bat Group Contact 30
Email 5
Misc. Enquiry 4
Workshop 4
Conference / Workshop 1

15


http://www.nbn.org.uk/
http://www.ibats.org.uk/

BCT Quarterly Report April 07 to June 07

Leaflet - Roost Owner

Misc. Article (Gardening Magazine)
NBMP Sign-up form

New roost owner

Public event

TN TSI I

Data exchange agreement

A data exchange agreement/request form has been sent out to bat groups. This will formalise
how the data are used and promote correct interpretation. It will also help define exactly which
records are needed by each group and will make the data requests easier to process. So far ten
bat groups have returned their forms and these data requests will be processed shortly.

NBMP Training Workshops/talks
The NBMP Training season is well underway. Workshops that have been completed so far on
behalf of the NBMP include:

April

25" Scottish Agricultural College
26" London Wetlands centre
28" Ayrshire

May

2" London Wetlands Centre part 2

12" Scottish Bat Workers Day, Battleby,

12" Leeds City Council Tree Wardens

18™ Carmarthenshire BG

19" Tees Valley Biodiversity Partnership, Cleveland
19" Santon Downham Suffolk WLT

26™ Brandon Marsh Warwickshire WLT

June

9" Gairloch Wildlife Group, Highlands
9" June Clwyd BG

20" June Gwent BG

27" June Gwent BG

30™ June i 1% July Northern Ireland BG

New sessions have been developed using video to demonstrate practical survey techniques for
the field and waterway survey and as an introduction to basic sound analysis concepts to use
after the introductory sessions. These have been trialled once and required some amending.
They will be tested again at the NIBG workshop and hopefully sent out to the trainers to try
before the end of the season. The sound analysis training sessions have been updated to
account for new developments in recorders and new knowledge about bat calls. The detector
factsheets have also been updated. An article is now available on the website about digital
recorders to go with detectors and this will be an updated resource with input from bat workers in
the field. One of the regional NBMP workshop[p leaders lan Cornforth has given a radio
interview to Two Lochs Radio in Scotland about bats and the BCT during the Gairloch workshop.
It looks very likely that we will exceed our target of 20 workshops this year. Dates and provisional
events arranged for the next quarter include:

14™ Mendip Hills Project partnership workshop

21-22" Lincs BG workshop funded by WREN

28™M July Surrey BG
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28™ July Barrow in Furness, Cumbria in partnership with Wealth of Wildlife project (funded by
them)

4™ August Ullapool field group

10™ August talk on BCT and the NBMP at the Bird Fair, Rutland Water, Leics

11" August World Owl Trust, Cumbria

31 August BCT conference

Sometime in August i East Caithness Ranger service

15 Sept Beds BG (with count bat)

Winter I Merseyside Bat Survey sound analysis workshop (local funding to be applied for by
BG).

Details of events have been posted on the NBMP website where open to bookings and future
events will continue to be advertised where possible. JA has had input into the Beds serotine
project, a masters project by Leighton Williams on bat detectors and also the Norfolk barbastelle
project.

Tracking Mammals Partnership
The 2007 TMP booklet has now been printed and is being sent out to all NBMP volunteers in
their survey packs.

Meetings

AC, PB and JA attended a meeting with Jessa Battersby to discuss the new three-year contract
with JNCC. The details are almost finalised and the contract will hopefully be ready to sign
around the end of June.
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Bat Groups and Education i Simon Mickleburgh, Shirley
Thompson, Anne Youngman, Richard Dodd

Simon Mickleburgh, Bat Group Officer
Meetings
CCW Bat Groups Meeting

| attended, along with Richard Dodd, the Welsh Bat Officer, the annual Countryside
Council for Wales Bat Groups meeting held in Aberystwyth. Representatives from most bat
groups in Wales attend this meeting and this provides an excellent networking opportunity.

Mitigation Conference Training

I was involved in the facilitation training for the Mitigation Conference held at the University
of Leicester on 25 and 26 April but illness prevented me from attending the meeting itself. |
will be involved in the preparation of the outputs from the meeting.

Health and Safety Training
| attended a Health and Safety Training day held at BCT on 22 may.
Bat Group Forum

| organised the Bat Group Forum Meeting held at the Directory of Social Change Charity
Centre in London on Saturday 19 May. There were 26 attendees. Alison Fure from London
Bat Group gave a talk about the impacts of lighting on bats particularly in relation to the
proposed Olympic developments in East London. The Agenda included a discussion of the
results of the BCT Questionnaire and the way forward. Nick Tomlinson was confirmed at
the Bat Group Forum representative to go forward as a nominee to serve on the BCT
Board of Trustees. The next Bat Group Forum meeting will be at the BCT National
Conference at the University of York on Friday 31 August.

Launch of Norwich Bat Group

| gave a talk about bats and bat surveys at the launch of the Norwich Bat Group on 30
May. This is a new group that will focus its efforts on the city of Norwich. It has a mixture of
experienced people and complete novices and BCT will provide any assistance needed as
he group develops.

Publicity

BBC Look North 6 June /Radio Lincolnshire 8 June/Politics Show 10 June

| was interviewed as part of a short news item about bats and wind turbines that was
featured on the BBC Look North local news on 6 June. A longer item was featured on the

Politics Show on 10 June. | was also interviewed live on Radio Lincolnshire on 8 June
again on the subject of bats and wind turbines.
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Publications
Bat News

| have been working with Shirley Thompson and Jaime Eastham on preparing the Summer
2007 issue of Bat News. There are articles on long-distance movements of greater
horseshoes, possible effects of mild winters on bats and the involvement of the prison
service with bat conservation. There are also features on BCT's role in promoting good
practice and the Bats and The Built Environment Project along with a new feature where
we ask a well known bat person (in this case Professor Paul Racey) how they got into bats
and about their involvement with bat conservation.

Bat e-Bulletin
Issue No. 6 was circulated in May. The features were:

* BCT Questionnaire

* Highlights from the BCT Quarterly Report

* Bat call sound library

* Digital recorders for use with bat detectors

* State of the UKO6s Bats
* |s radar a source of mitigation to prevent bat collisions with wind turbines?
* Year of the Bat

*Nathu s i u ssidellepnithe UK i filling in the gaps
* Bat Survey Guidelines

* New equipment

* Special Offer for Bat e-Bulletin Subscribers

Events
Mexico Conference

| will be attending the 14th International Bat Research Conference to be held in Merida,
Mexico from 20-24 August. | have been asked to give a talk on BCT's educational work as
part of a symposium on educational techniques. | also plan to give a talk/poster on the
work of the NBMP.

British Birdfair

BCT will again have a stall at the British Birdfair held at Rutland Water on 17-19 August
event attracts around 20,000 visitors. As well as a stall, Jules Agate from BCT will be
giving a public lecture as part of the Anglian Water Biodiversity Series on the Saturday and
there will also be a bat walk in the evening. BCT will be assisted by volunteers from local
bat groups and elsewhere.

Bentley Barn

Following the meeting held in March, a draft Memorandum and Articles of Association for
the proposed 'Bentley Barn Trust' (this name has yet to be agreed) has been produced and
these have been reviewed by Edward Wells, a solicitor with particular expertise in this field.
A meeting is to take place on 28 June where the formation of the trust and the next stages
in the process will be the main topics of discussion.
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Survey Guidelines

| have contributed to the editing and proofreading of the final versions of the Survey
Guidelines and have coordinated getting final copy to the designer following Katie's
departure. A web version should be available by the end of June or early July. The printed
version will take a little longer to produce.

BCT Review Working Group

Following on from the BCT Questionnaire and the subsequent activities of the BCT Review
Working Group, | ensured that all the relevant material was made available to batworkers
and to BCT members. The follow-up to the BCT Review Working Group was discussed at
the Bat Group Forum in May and | will be preparing the necesssary information to go out to
batworkers to update them on the next stages.

Bat Support Fund

There have been an increasing number of applications to the Bat Support Fund including
three applications (from London, Central Scotland and Manx Bat Groups) for the new
bursaries for the BCT National Conference. Since the beginning of the year, BCT has
received the following applications:

Number Bat Group and Project Requested  Granted
07-01 Northern Ireland Bat Group

Membership brochure £300 £300
07-02 Jersey Bat Group

Surveying summer bat roosts £570 £500
07-03 Central Scotland Bat Group

Website £75 Pending
07-04BCentral Scotland Bat Group

Bursary for National Conference £104 £104
07-05BLondon Bat Group

Bursary for National Conference £200 £200
07-06BManx Bat Group

Bursary for National Conference £200 £200
07-07 Lee Valley Bats

Lee Valley Bats - start up £761 £380
07-08 Warwickshire Bat Group

Barbastelle Bat Roost Project £304 Pending
Rabies

I, along with Amy Coyte, attended the European Bat Lyssavirus Liaison Group meeting
held at Defra on Friday 20 April. | presented the BCT Report including the latest statistics
from the Helpline. | also gave a short presentation about the BCT Bat Care and
Rehabilitation Workshop held at the RSPCA in April.

I have mailed the bat groups to again encourage the submission of dead bats for the
passive surveillance programme. | have also tried to clarify the procedure regarding bats
that arrive in the UK and are deemed ‘illegal landings'. Recently, a bat arrived in Scotland
on a lorry that had originated in Poland and had travelled via France. The procedure that
was followed in this case led to some questions about responsibilities of government
agencies in cases of illegal landings. This has since been clarified.
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Bat Group Mailouts

There were 31 mailouts to bat groups and batworkers this quarter

22 June
21 June
14 June
14 June
8 June
8 June
7 June
30 May
30 May
30 May
30 May
29 May
15 May
14 May
10 May
9 May
9 May
4 May
3 May
1 May
1 May
1 May
20 April
20 April
20 April
19 April
17 April
11 April
5 April
5 April
3 April

Changes to Habitats Regulations - Defra Press Release
Changes to Permitted Development - Microgeneration
Building Questionnaire Update

Pete Guest Award

Operation Wallacea Request for Assistance

Job Vacancy at Norfolk Wildlife Trust

Submission of Dead Bats for Rabies Passive Surveillance
Request for Help with Mitigation Research

Supplying NBMP Data to Bat Groups

Moth Counting Events

Animal 24:7 - Request for Help with Programme

BCT Trustees Meting Agenda

Bat Investigations Project - Assisting With Locating a Roost
BCT Pin Badges

BCT Questionnaire Analysis

Bat e-Bulletin No. 6 May 2007

Bat Investigations Project - Assisting With Locating a Roost
Job Vacancy at BCT - NBMP Coordinator

Cavity Wall and Roof Membrane Questionnaire

Bat Group Forum Meeting 19 May

Petition About Local Records Centres

State Veterinary Service Becomes Animal Health
Nomination of Bat Group Forum Representative to Become BCT Trustee
Long Distance Horseshoes - CCW Press Release
Planning System and Bat Roosts

Job Vacancy at BCT - Biodiversity Officer

European Bat Weekend

Natural England Disclosure Log - Defra Rabies Research
Bat Group News for Bat News

Cavity Wall and Roof Membrane Questionnaires
Nathusius' Pipistrelles
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