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Biodiversity ² Katie Parsons, Alison Rasey, Karen Haysom 
 
Director of Conservation (Karen Haysom) 
 
During the period of this report my activities have included getting up to speed on how various projects & 
biodiversity issues developed while I was on maternity leave, NBMP management, recruitment for the 
Biodiversity Officer and Bat Groups Officer and responses to various consultations and tenders.  A few key 
activities are summarised briefly below. 
 
Habitats Directive changes 
BCT has commented at various stages on proposed changes to the Habitats Directive.  During this quarter AR 
and I sent Defra®s Jane Goodwin comments on a Q & A document on the Defra website which advertised the 
main changes in the Directive to stakeholder groups.  Discussions have also been held with Tony Mitchell 
Jones, Cat Carlin and Jo Oldaker of Natural England about the practical implications of these changes for bat 
workers and carers and the clarity of SNCO guidance for bat workers, the public and SNCO staff.  Some of the 
initial guidance and website information for England caused confusion to some bat workers and guidance for 
other countries is still in development.  A number of mailings to standard contact groups (bat group contacts 
etc) have been sent. 
 
Biodiversity Indicator Development 
 
I attended the UK Biodiversity Indicators Steering Group meeting on 12 September on behalf of LINK and 
BCT.  During the meeting I presented Kate Jones® and Steve Langton®s work on developing an indicator using 
the NBMP trends.  There was much interest from the group and general agreement that bat data would be a 
useful addition to the suite of UK biodiversity indicators.  It is planned to incorporate bat data as a measure 
under the indicator ¯Trends in populations of selected species° in the next web update of the index in 2008.  
To take this forward I will be working with Kate and Steve to address a number of technical points about the 
development and presentation of the bat index, and then working with Mark Stevenson (Defra) to consider 
appropriate explanatory text. 
 
During the period of this report we received an invitation to tender for a European Environment Agency 
restricted tender Streamlining European 2010 Biodiversity Indicators (SEBI 2010)®: Developing a methodology 
for using bats as indicator species; and testing the usability of GBIF data for use in 2010 biodiversity 
indicators.  The tender was submitted in the period of the next quarterly report and is summarised below. 
 
Strategy Development 
I met with Gareth Jones in July to discuss his comments on the draft strategic analysis I sent to the Board of 
Trustees in October 2006 and consider how to take strategy development forward.  I also met with AC and 
Deborah Mathews to consider the format of a strategic document.  These meetings have helped clarify the 
next steps for progressing the strategy and its integration within a BCT business plan, but time to take this 
further has been limited during this quarter due to the impact of staff vacancies and recruitment. 
 
Conference Attendance 
I presented a talk entitled ¯Bat Population Data ² What they mean for bats¯ at BCT®s 2007 conference in 
York.  I also oversaw the development and submission of a poster on the work of the UK NBMP to the 
International Bat Research conference in Merida, Mexico.  Simon Mickleburgh presented the poster and I 
understand that this was well-received. 
 
Consultations / Information Requests 
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I corresponded with Kate Fouracre (Defra) in relation to a request to brief the Minister (Joan Ruddock) on bat 
and church issues prior to the Ministers meeting with the Church of England Archbishop®s Council.  Following 
the meeting BCT has received a letter from Joan Ruddock inviting BCT to consider whether there would be 
opportunities for working more closely with the church to address bat issues.  The BCT response has outlined 
several possible approaches dependent on funding including production of education materials, active 
awareness raising and provision of more direct advice.   
 
BCT sent a response to the JNCC Consultation on Second Report by the United Kingdom under Article 17 on 
the implementation of the Habitats Directive from January 2001 to December 2006.  This consultation was 
challenging because a very large amount of material was presented including not only the status 
assessments for each of the UK bat species, but background supporting materials detailing the EU guidance 
and UK approach, in order to understand the assessment format.  BCT has continued to take an active 
interest in the development of appropriate methodologies for assessing species conservation status at 
different scales but like other wildlife NGOs was not invited to contribute to the status assessments or the 
approach to FCS assessment until the formal consultation.  This, and the limited timeframe (4 weeks) to get 
to grips with the approach that has been taken has been a source of frustration to us and to NGOs such as 
HCT, RSPB, Buglife etc.  A table summarising the draft report®s overall assessments of each species and 
component parts of the assessment is given below with the numbers in brackets indicating the reliability of 
data on which the assessments were based (1 high, 2 moderate, 3 low). 
 

Species  Range Pop Habitat Future prospects Overall 
Rhinolophus 
hipposideros Lesser horseshoe Favourable (2) Favourable (2) Unknown(3) Favourable (2) Favourable (2) 

Rhinolophus 
ferrumequinum Greater horseshoe Favourable (2) 

Unfavourable-
Inadequate but 
improving (1) Unknown (3) 

Unfavourable-
Inadequate but 
improving (2) 

Unfavourable-
Inadequate but 
improving (2) 

Barbastella 
barbastellus Barbastelle Favourable (3) Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 

Pipistrellus pipistrellus Common pip Favourable (2) Favourable (2) Unknown Favourable (2) Favourable (2) 

Nyctalus noctula Noctule Favourable (2) Favourable (2) Unknown Unknown Unknown (2) 

Myotis daubentonii Daubentons Favourable (2) Favourable (2) Unknown Favourable (2) Favourable (2) 

Pipistrellus nathusii Nathusius pip Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 

Myotis brandtii Brandt's Favourable (3) Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown  

Myotis nattereri Natterers Favourable (2) Favourable (3) Unknown Favourable (3) Favourable (3) 

Myotis bechsteinii Bechsteins Favourable (3) 
Unfavourable-
Inadequate (3) Unknown Unknown 

Unfavourable-
Inadequate (3) 

Plecotus auritus Brown long-eared Favourable (2) Favourable (2) Unknown Favourable (3) Favourable (2) 

Eptesicus serotinus Serotine Favourable (2) Favourable (2) Unknown Unknown Unknown 

Plecotus austriacus Grey long-eared Favourable (3) Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 

Myotis mystacinus Whiskered Favourable (3) Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 

Nyctalus leisleri Leislers Favourable (2) Favourable (3) Unknown Unknown Unknown 

Pipistrellus pygmaeus Soprano pip Favourable (2) Unknown Unknown Favourable (3) Unknown 

 
An additional frustration with this consultation has been that the approach used for the exercise was not 
part of the consultation, but issues with the approach underlie concerns with the assessments.  For example 
the year of baseline was set to 1994, the year in which the Directive came into force, and the focus is purely 
at UK level.  In the main, the reporting has highlighted areas in which the data available does not assist 
conservation status assessment adequately  BCT has questioned the conclusions of several of the assessments 
for species given overall status ¯favourable°, particularly those species associated with buildings as the future 
prospects assessments do not take account of the potential impacts of changes in building regulations.  We 
have questioned the principle of assigning overall conservation status assessments as ¯favourable° when 
major components of the assessments are unknown.   
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Tenders 
 
BCT have submitted a tender for a CCW let contract Landscapes for lesser: Intermediate (L4L Phase 2) Project 
EQ03-A042.  The project proposes a holistic approach to horseshoe bat conservation focussing on 
maintenance and creation of, and improvements to roost sites, flight lines and foraging habitats.  The project 
would build on a pilot study (Phase 1) completed in Pembrokeshire and the experience of successful similar 
projects for greater and lesser horseshoe bats in the South West of England.  Much of Phase 2 is a planning 
exercise for the implementation of and fundraising for a Wales-wide Implementation Phase (L4L Phase 3).  
This would be anticipated to require the employment of a Project Officer and large-scale funding such as 
HLF.  This application is relevant to BCT strategy objectives 1 and 2.  We anticipate hearing the outcome of 
the application later in October, and if the bid is successful this project would run autumn 07 to February 
2009.   
 
European Environment Agency invited BCT to participate in a restricted call to develop a methodology for 
using bats as biodiversity indicators for the SEBI 2010 project.  The call was for two separate pieces of work, 
the second being a review of the suitability of GBIF (Global Biodiversity Information Facility) data (held in 
Denmark) for developing new or augmenting current SEBI 2010 biodiversity indicators.  For this part of the 
work we invited Ben Collen of the Living Planet Index team at Institute of Zoology, Zoological Society of 
London to collaborate with us, undertaking this review should the submission be successful.  The tender was 
submitted on 12 October and we anticipate the outcome within the next quarterly reporting period.  This 
tender was a useful opportunity to speak in more detail with contacts who have been directly involved with 
the development of European biodiversity indices.  A number of these experts have agreed to act as potential 
informal advisors to the project should the bid succeed. 
 
The Biodiversity Strategy ² The Ecosytem Approach (AC) 
Discussions continue with regards to the species versus ecosystem approach to delivering the Biodiversity 
strategy.  This includes discussions on devolution and how much of delivery should take place at a UK or 
Individual country level. 
 
Following attending the England Biodiversity Group meeting (5th September AC) it is clear Defra is keen to 
deliver through the Habitat Action Plan process.  There is an understanding that this approach has thus far 
been unsuccessful however Defra and NE propose to revisit and invest in getting the Habitat Action Plans up 
and running.  The concern of the Link community is that the to date successful species delivery will be side 
tracked and that the Habitat approach will once again prove unsuccessful.   
 
In amongst these discussions is the debate about the NERC Section 41 list and what this will include, indeed 
what it will mean.  Many believe it should include the new priority species listed but many feel this is not a 
way of prioritising and will be unwieldy.  With regards to the new priority species list there is a debate about 
whether the new species will have lead partners and whether they should purely be linked to habitats.  All 
this will depend on detailed work about species integration ² debate/discussion continues. 
 
AC organised a meeting with Biodiversity Specialist NGO CEO®s (Plantlife, Buglife, Butterfly Conservation, 
HCT, Mammal Soc, RSPB Mark Avery) and NE (Andrew Wood and Tom Tew).  The new Head of Biodiversity ² 
Pete Brotherton outlined their thinking which does include setting up the Habitat approach, incorporating 
species delivery and working closely with the species groups. (28th October). 
 
AC also attended the Woodland Habitat Group, FC is the lead partner (18th September), the aim is to start to 
outline how bats can be integrated in this process..  The outcome is to discuss how Bird, Butterfly and Bat 
data can be used to inform the approach to delivering woodland biodiversity. 
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Investigations Project ² Ali Rasey 
 
Investigations Project (AR) 
This report covers 1st July to 30th September 2007. 
 
BCT is aware of the following incidents:- 
July 
¶ East Anglia ² obstruction of a roost access at a church ² NE officer and NE batworker investigating 

to find mutually agreeable solution (as roost access is via gap around edge of church door) 
¶ Surrey ² disturbance of bats and possible destruction of roost during roof repairs.  Police 

investigated, insufficient evidence remaining to investigate further 
¶ Yorkshire ² possible contravention of licence conditions during renovation works, NE investigating 
¶ Yorkshire ² damage to roost, police investigating 
¶ Buckinghamshire ² building maintenance misunderstanding caused disturbance of bats at a roost.  

Police attended and gave verbal warning 
¶ Merseyside ² bat thrown to ground and died.  Police gave verbal warning 
¶ Deeside ² demolition of bat roost building without licence, police investigating 
¶ Wiltshire ² works to roof with alleged bat roost, not followed up by police in time so no further 

action 
¶ Republic of Ireland ² bridge containing known bat roost burnt.   Police investigated but insufficient 

evidence to determine perpetrator of crime 
¶ Hampshire ² works to building affecting known bat roost.  Confusion with consultant a major 

reason, police and NE batworker have given advice 
¶ Sussex ² bats caught on adhesive insect trap ² NE batworker dealt with issue 
¶ Norfolk ² alleged disturbance of bats during treatment for cluster flies.  Still under investigation 

 
August 
¶ Ayrshire ² treatment of wasps nest via bat roost entrance.  Police investigating 
¶ West Glamorgan ² roofer obstructed roost during repairs.  CCW officer dealt with issue 
¶ Hertfordshire ² youth killed a bat by catapulting a stone at it.  Police gave verbal warning 
¶ Shropshire ² bats caught on adhesive rodent trap.  NE batworker dealt with issue 
¶ Lancashire ² scaffolding placed obstructing known roost entrance.  Police investigating 
¶ Cumbria ² re-roofing works at a school with bat roost undertaken.  Potential disturbance although 

not known whether bats were present at the time as no advice was sought.  Roost still intact, NE 
officer dealt with issue 

¶ Hertfordshire ² works to a barn destroying alleged bat roost.  Delay in informing police meant 
potential evidence already destroyed 

¶ Derbyshire ² roost access obstructed resulting in dead bats.  Still under investigation 
 
September 
¶ Kent ² potential roost destruction, police investigating 
¶ Anon caller ² killed a bat because it would not fly out of his house, advice given by Helpline, no 

further follow-up possible 
¶ Durham ² potential disturbance of bats in farm building.  Police and NE investigating 
¶ Greater London ² tree felled containing Daubenton®s bat roost.  Police investigated and gave a verbal 

warning, case still being followed up with land manager. 
¶ Gloucestershire ² alleged blocking of roost, police investigating 

 
Incidents from previous quarters have gone to court with the following results: 
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¶ Merseyside ² developer and builder destroyed a known brown long-eared bat roost during barn 
conversion works.  Total fines and costs for both amounted to £1,750 

¶ Pembrokeshire ² buildings containing known roosts of brown long-eared and pipistrelle bats were 
demolished.  A Habitats Regulations licence had been applied for but demolition went ahead before 
it had been determined.  Total fines and costs amounted to £1,500 

¶ Kent ² a child threw a live pipistrelle into the air, kicked it, the bat died soon afterwards.  The boy 
admitted causing unnecessary suffering to the bat and magistrates gave him a three-month referral 
order and ordered him to pay £43 costs 

BCT is grateful to the police, CPS, RSPCA, consultants and bat workers involved in getting these cases 
successfully prosecuted. 
 
Incidents notified to BCT tend to increase in number during the spring and summer months.  Building and 
land use development continue to be the major cause of bat related crime incidents.  Other ­less concrete® 
incidents and those from ­non-genuine® informants have not been included in this report. 
 
1 Land use planning issues/CLG consultations 
The ­planners® biodiversity toolkit®, to assist planning officers with taking biodiversity issues into 
consideration, is being progressed.  DCLG has offered to host it on the Planning Portal.  Another meeting to 
take this forward is to be hosted by DCLG at the end of November.   
 
Given the levels of bat related crime associated with building conversions and development, AR and CW have 
responded to the Government®s consultation ­Changes to Permitted Development ² consultation paper 2®.  
The Government®s move is to free up the planning system, by bringing more small-scale householder 
developments under the umbrella of permitted development, ie to make them exempt from the need for 
planning permission.  BCT has concerns over this move because it is likely that even more illegal roost 
damage/destruction and bat disturbance will take place if such development is removed from the checks of 
the planning system.  The response is available for download from the BCT website. 
 
2 Other consultations 
AR input into the Article 17 response sent by KH to the JNCC. 
 
AR and HM have sent a response for the Defra Wildlife Health Strategy consultation, and this is available 
from BCT on request. 
 
Along with other staff, AR has input into supporting documents for the updated Habitats Regulations. 
 
3 Police partnerships 
Kelvin Jones, Operation Bat Project Officer with the National Wildlife Crime Unit has updated the Operation 
Bat resources and training materials for England and Wales.  An equivalent is being produced for Scotland 
and hopefully for Northern Ireland.  Kelvin continues to assist and follow up bat related crime incidents, and 
there have been improvements within the police forces since he started in post. 
 
AR ran a training session for police officers at a police-training event in Essex at the end of September, 
which was well attended.  Repeat events are planned for March and September 2008, to which BCT has 
again been asked to give presentations on bats. 
 
Because of the levels of bat related crime still occurring, bats remain a wildlife crime priority for the Police.  
BCT was delighted to learn this, and looks forward to continued working with the NWCU, JNCC and police in 
this area in 2008.   
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4 Other areas of work 
AR attended the UK launch of the European LIFE funding initiative for the next round of funding.  This area 
of funding has been designed to attract very large, multi-partner projects. 
 
AR observed the Arboriculture and Bats course in Cumbria at the end of July with a view to tutoring on this 
course later in the year.  Arborists are one of the target audiences identified by the Investigations Project.  AR 
has also updated the legislative sections of the course in line with the Habitats Regulations amendments ² 
potentially these amendments could have significant implications for the profession. 
 
AR will be attending the Pest Tech exhibition in November with representatives from Warwickshire and 
Birmingham & Black Country bat groups.  Pest control is another area needing bat input because of its 
frequent work in spaces forming bat roosts. 
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Bats and the Built Environment ² Carol Williams 
 
Liaison, profile raising and consultation with the building industry or organisations related to the project 
 
Meetings held 
 
24 July 07 ² CW met with Jenny Buckland of the UK Green Building Council in their offices in London. Jenny 
is keen to hold an event in the South West in which CW would be involved. It was agreed that in the future 
the BCT Bats and Buildings course dates would be mentioned in the UKGBC newsletter. This can happen as 
soon as we have dates confirmed. Also CW is to do an article for the same newsletter. The new UKGBC 
website design and layout was discussed and how relevant information regarding bats and links to the BCT 
website can be incorporated. Jenny will investigate whether the BCT Bats and the Built Environment project 
could have a free display area at Ecobuild 2008. 
 
24 July 07 ² CW had a meeting with Amy Coyte and Vincent Weir to review the progress of the project 
during the second quarter. 
 
24 July 07 ² CW attended Bat House Competition meeting. This competition to design a bat house that 
achieves aesthetic and environmental excellence using sustainable materials and that offers a home to bats 
closes on 10 September. This meeting considered where the short-listed entries would be displayed and 
looked at the funding situation for the subsequent build of the overall winning entry. 
 
2 August 07 ² CW at the Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) to look at ways of working together. The 
following were identified: Building Control Officers have a working party within CIOB. This group could be an 
effective means of communicating the message of the need to consider protected species when authorising 
demolitions (currently not a consideration on most S80 application forms) and to reiterate the BCO®s 
responsibility in these matters; the Bats and Buildings course could be part of the Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) that the CIOB members are required to undertake; CIOB would like to be represented at 
next years National Bat Conference; there is a conservation and refurbishment of historic buildings group 
and sustainability and environment group that I may be involved with. 
 
3 August 07 ² Meeting with John Holmes of Natural England to satisfy the agreed 6-monthly review of my 
secondment. 
 
6 August 07 ² A series of meetings with specialist members at the Building Research Establishment (BRE) at 
their base in Watford. Lynne Ceeney (Associate Director of the Sustainable Communities team) to discuss the 
BRE Sustainability checklist. CW has been asked to review the regional checklist and report back. Gerry 
Saunders is their roofing specialist and traditional and ­air-tight® roofing systems and the implications of 
these were discussed. Nick Jones specialises in matters concerning cavity walls and planned testing of effects 
of bat urine and droppings on insulation material was discussed and contacts and information exchanged. 
 
9 August 07 ² CW had meeting with Emma Stone of the University of Bristol about her research project. This 
looked particularly at the lighting of bat commuting corridors work that is currently underway and planned 
research on roosts within cavity walls and the effect of droppings and urine on the functioning of insulation 
material. 
 
20 August 07 ² Meeting with Jonny Miller of BioRegional to discuss potential low ²carbon building 
developments that could be used as an example of best practice in consideration of bats from the earliest 
planning stages. As well as habitat considerations to also include bat roosts built in to the design of the 
buildings. 
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Liaison other than meetings 
 
CW is working with James Honour of the Building Research Establishment who carries out the training of 
energy inspectors. James is now giving information on these courses to raise awareness of bats and where 
they are found in buildings and their legal protection. Each attendee is given a copy of the booklet ­Bats in 
buildings ² a guide for building professionals®. 
 
CW has written an article for use by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) as a general 
introduction to bats, which bats use buildings, the legislation and what chartered surveyors can do for bats. 
This should be published shortly. 
 
Following an article in the Sunday Observer on the subject of the impact of lighting on bats there was a 
great deal of interest shown. Further articles in the press and a radio interview followed. There was also 
contact from the lighting industry keen to work with BCT on this matter. 
 
CW has commented on the draft strategy for sustainable construction and been invited to represent BCT at a 
Biodiversity in the Construction Industry workshop hosted by DEFRA and Department for Business Enterprise 
and Regulatory Reform. 
 
CW has been working with Mike Waite (Senior Policy Advisor on biodiversity for the Greater London 
Authority) on reviewing the Species Action Plan for bats. In particular time has been spent on the additional 
action to incorporate bat roosts within low or zero-carbon developments. Consideration is being given to 
where this may be implemented. 
 
This summer the Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA) have run three of their 
new course based on the ­Working for wildlife® publication. CW is arranging that the ­Bats and Buildings® 
course be highlighted as a suggested follow-up to give more depth regarding bats than is possible within the 
CIRIA course covering all wildlife. CW is in discussion with CIRIA®s events organiser to arrange an event 
raising awareness of the importance of biodiversity in sustainable construction and this is likely to occur in 
the new year. 
 
Training and events 
 
23 August 07- BCT corporate members event held at the London Wetlands Centre at Barnes. CW attended 
and led one of the parties on a bat walk around the site.  
 
30 August ² 2 September ² National Bat Conference. CW presented a paper entitled ­Some findings from the 
Bat Mitigation Conference®. CW also co-hosted two workshop sessions with building professionals; 
­mitigation for breathable membranes® with Nick Williams of DuPont and ­designing bat mitigation® with 
Brain Murphy who is an architect. CW organised the presence of Tom Webster of the Institution of Lighting 
Engineers who presented a paper entitled ­Lighting and ecosystems: industry trends and attitudes® which was 
well received. 
 
6 August 07 ² CW attended a UKGBC event at the Building Research Establishment (BRE) at their base in 
Watford. It included a technical tour of the innovation park where properties are built using new low carbon 
build technologies. 
 
25 & 26 September 07 ² CW on panel of six judging the Bat house Competition at the RSA in London. The 
process ultimately produced a first, second and third in each of the three categories (Professional architect, 
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adult/student, children). From the three firsts, the overall winner was then selected and it is this design that 
is intended to be built at the London Wetlands centre. 
 
27 September 07 ² Presented a paper entitled ­The impacts of lighting on bats and other wildlife® at the 
Institution of Lighting Engineers (ILE) conference in Dublin. This was well received and CW has been invited 
to speak at next year®s conference. Future potential funding, research projects and collaborative work have 
resulted from attendance at this conference. 
 
Awards 
The organisers of the British Construction Industry Awards carry out the selection process in May. It had been 
arranged that any entries which indicated that they had been involved with the conservation of bats as part 
of their project would have the details supplied to CW who, having reviewed these, would arrange to visit the 
organisers to look at the merits of each and the best way to recognise their achievements. Unfortunately of 
the 180 entries, none of them gave any consideration to bats. CW has requested that she see those entries 
that qualified under the environmental category as there may be projects that have inadvertently benefited 
bats that could be highlighted. CW has now received details of two entries that did have a component 
relevant to bats and these will be reviewed. 
 
Codes of conduct and guidelines 
Good practice guidelines currently being worked towards are: 
­Bats and lighting® working with the Institute of Lighting Engineers (ILE). This has now reached an advanced 
stage and is undergoing the finishing touches prior to being placed on the BCT and ILE websites.  
­Bats and cavity wall insulation® with the National Insulation Association. This has not progressed as there is 
a need for an amount of research to take place before certain mitigation measures can be recommended by 
the industry. This research is being investigated now. 
­Bats and changes to the Building Regulations®. A start has been made on this and architects have been 
identified who will assist in the process by reviewing the document to comment on its accuracy with regard 
the regulations.  
­Bats and roofing membranes® with the current support of DuPont and Klober. This is progressing slowly with 
the speed of progress being dictated by the need for more information. This is continuing to be collected 
from bat workers.  
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Biodiversity Training ² Kit Stoner, Helen Miller, Mike Fray 
 
Training Courses 
 
2008 courses 
The large majority of course dates and venues for 2008 have been confirmed and will be printed in the new 
training brochure that will be sent out to members, bat groups and those on the training mailing list in late 
October. 
 
Bats and Bat Surveys 
Two foundation courses ran in this quarter, one at Orielton FSC Centre and one at Malham Tarn FSC Centre. 
They were taught by Sandie Sowler, and Kate Barlow and Shirley Thompson respectively. Both courses were 
fully booked with waiting lists, and received good feedback. 
 
The dates for 2008 are now confirmed and will be publicised in the training brochure and on the website in 
late October/early November.  
 
The next step will be to process all feedback and review course content and structure. Further changes will be 
made to the legislation section in light of the Habitats Regulations amendments.   
 
Planning and Preparation of Surveys 
Unfortunately the course planned at Malham Tarn in September had to be cancelled due to low numbers. 
There were no other courses scheduled for this quarter.   
 
Surveying Buildings (including Bat Identification) 
The course at Lackham Countryside Centre went well and was taught by Sandie Sowler and Peter Shepherd. 
The course was fully booked.  
 
Another course will run in October. At the moment this course is fully booked. 
 
Using Bat Detectors and Sound Analysis Tools 
Two courses ran in this quarter ² at Horncastle on 11-12 July and at Margam Park on 22-23 September. Both 
were fully booked and taught by Jules Agate.  
 
The needs to undergo some changes as participants tend to have less experience, and want to learn about 
their specific software package, rather than having an overview. This will be addressed over the quieter 
winter period. 
 
Surveying Bridges 
No courses ran this quarter but a course will run in November. This course is nearly fully booked. 
 
Surveying Barns 
No course ran within this quarter, but one ran at St Ippolyt®s Village Hall in Hertfordshire, on 11 October. This 
was attended by 13 people and was taught by Patty Briggs. Feedback was good. 
 
Arborists 
Two courses ran in this quarter: one at Margam Park FSC Centre (taught by Richard Crompton) and one at 
Castle Head FSC Centre in Cumbria (taught by Mark Robinson). Alison Rasey attended the Cumbria course 
with a view to becoming an official tutor for the course. 
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The course in Kent on 12 September had to postponed due to lack of tutor availability. This course will run in 
December ² exact date to be confirmed. 
 

Other Projects 
National Bat Conference 
The National Bat Conference ran at the University of York on 31 August to 2 September. 
 
The conference was the largest yet, with approximately 380 people attending over the two days. It seemed to 
go well and on the whole received good feedback. 
 
An advance booking system for the workshops was trialled and seemed to work better than the sign-up 
system in previous years. With the larger number of people, the sign-up system may have resulted in a lot of 
attendees being disappointed. The majority of people preferred this system so we will try to repeat this next 
year. 
 
Next year®s conference is going to be at Reading University on 12-14 September 2007. We are aware that 
some people were not satisfied with Reading in 2006 and have investigated alternative universities in the 
South of England. Unfortunately our search was fruitless as universities either had no availability at the right 
time or the facilities were not suitable for the size and make-up of the conference. Some other universities 
were just too expensive. 
 
We have spoken with Reading about the concerns we had in 2006 and some improvements have been made 
to the catering and accommodation, and an air-conditioning unit is planned for the main hall. 
 
Booking forms will be made available to members with Bat News in February and will go on the website a 
couple of weeks later. 
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Surveys & Monitoring ² Jules Agate, Philip Briggs, Lucy Wright, Jon Russ 
 
Survey Organisation 
The table below shows the number of volunteers who have returned data so far this year and the number of 
sites they surveyed, compared with the figures for 2006. The final column shows the number of volunteers 
who we have yet to hear from this year regarding these surveys ² i.e. they have not sent in their data or 
informed us that they were unable to carry out the survey. These figures show that there is the potential for 
a large increase in the number of sites surveyed this year, although it is likely that several of these volunteers 
will not return data this year. However, it is encouraging that the figures for 2007 are already getting quite 
close to those for 2006 and as data continue to come in during the rest of the year we should see a 
significant increase in the level of volunteer participation this year. 

 
Survey 2006 2007* No of vols still to 

return data 
2007* 

No of vols 
returning data 

No of sites 
surveyed 

No of vols 
returning data 

No of sites 
surveyed 

Pipistrelle Colony 
Count 

420 518 367 450 335 

Serotine Colony 
Count 

30 40 28 33 42 

Brown long-
eared Colony 
Count 

69 86 55 60 89 

Natterer®s Colony 
Count 

36 48 29 41 49 

Lesser horseshoe 
Colony Count 
(England only) 

42 57 36 49 33 

Greater 
horseshoe Colony 
Count 

12 21 6 12 10 

Field Survey 
 

192 231 173 200 266 

Waterway Survey 310 374 256 300 325 
Woodland Survey 13 14 9 9 28 

Sunset / Sunrise 
Survey 

126 189 93 101 304 

*As of 4th October 2007 

 
National Bat Colony Survey 
51 volunteers have sent in forms to date, compared with 73 in 2006. 28 volunteers have yet to return their 
forms or indicate that they were unable to take part. Data have been received from 53 roosts. The NBMP and 
NBCS databases have now been integrated and NBCS roosts are included in the Colony Count figures in the 
table above. The number of volunteers participating in the NBCS is gradually declining as no new volunteers 
are recruited to this survey, and because some existing volunteers have switched to NBMP Colony Counts 
surveys instead.  
 
 
 
 

Bats and Roadside Mammals Survey 
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The last surveys were carried out in September 2007 although data are still coming in. The survey recording 
forms, minidiscs and GPS files for 75 separate 24 mile routes have been returned to date, totalling 1800 
miles (3042) km of road surveyed. Sixteen groups participated in the survey in 2007 (Avon, Birmingham and 
Black Country, Cornwall, Central Scotland, Dundee, Clyde, North Ceredigion, Exe, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, 
Essex, Kent, Warwickshire, South Lancashire, Durham and the Isle of Man). At the start of the season 21 
groups signed up for the survey. However some groups were unable to obtain the equipment required, in 
particular the bat detector, while others could not obtain sufficient numbers of volunteers, primarily due to 
the poor weather this year. So far the sonogram data from 26 of the 75 surveys have been analysed giving a 
total of 1246 new bat records including common, soprano and Nathusius pipistrelles, Leisler's bats, noctules, 
serotines and long-eared bats. In addition 348 visually observed records of mammals along the routes have 
been recorded including rabbits, hedgehogs, badgers, deer, hares, polecats, and stoats. 
 
All the mammal data from the 2005 and 2006 surveys has now been uploaded to the National Biodiversity 
Network (http://www.nbn.org.uk). 
 
Alanna Maltby, a student at the Institute of Zoology (Zoological Society of London), has been analyzing the 
survey data to investigate the effect of habitat on bat echolocation calls.  
 
Further discussions have taken place with Dr. Kate Jones of the Zoological Society of London to investigate 
the possibility of transferring the current data processing system to the ibats (http://www.ibats.org.uk/) 
system in 2008. This will ensure that the UK data is compatible with this long-term global monitoring 
project. 

 
Bechstein®s Survey Project 
This project is now underway, Helen Miller will be working 2.5 days on this from 17th September working 
closely with Frank Greenaway and David Hill.  Jules Agate will line manage Helen on this project. 

 
NBMP Waterway Survey/Environment Agency River Habitat Survey predictive model project for 
Daubenton®s bats 
In July priority Waterway Survey sites were identified. These are sites which had yet to be matched up to a 
volunteer this year and are in under-represented Land Classes and Environmental Zones. Each site was 
matched up to the nearest NBMP volunteer with bat detector experience who was then contacted about 
carrying out a survey in August. Volunteers were found to survey 11 of these sites and to date 2007 data 
have been returned from 7.  
 
PB contacted EA about getting updated River Habitat Survey data. EA are currently short-staffed and do not 
have time to do the data extraction before December so PB is to spend two days at the EA office in October 
and will be shown how to extract the data we need. This will enable Steve Langton to begin work on 
producing a predictive model of Daubenton®s bat distribution based on river habitat characteristics on 
schedule. 

 
Volunteer recruitment and support 
107 new volunteers were recruited between July and September 2007. A breakdown of recruitment sources is 
shown below. Bat group contacts have been particularly helpful in responding to requests to recruit new 
volunteers to carry out repeat surveys at Field Survey and Waterway Survey sites. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nbn.org.uk/
http://www.ibats.org.uk/
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Other NBMP Volunteer 26 

Internet 24 

New Roost Owner 16 

Sunset/Sunrise Survey 14 

NBMP Sign-up forms 13 

Bat Group Contact 4 

Workshops 3 

Misc. Enquiry 3 

E-mail 2 

Woodland Survey 1 

Wildlife Trust 1 

 

NBMP Training Workshops/talks 
 
Workshops July ² September 
 
July 
10th July Brooklands, Dorset Wildlife Trust  
14th July Chancellor®s farm, Somerset Wildlife trust (hosted by Mendip Hills Bat Project) 
21-22nd July Chambers Farm Wood Complex, Lincolnshire BG (funded by WREN)  
28th July, Nower Wood, Surrey Bat Group  
 
August 
4th August, Ullapool, Highlands 
19th August British Birdwatching Fair, Rutland Water Leicestershire (talk) 
 
September 
1st / 2nd National Bat Conference, York University (2 workshops and 1 presentation) 
15th Bedford, Count Bat and NBMP partnership with Beds BG 
 
Wealth of Wildlife workshops planned for Cumbria in August were unfortunately cancelled due to sudden 
loss of staff from the WoW project and resulting communication problems. A new officer is now in post and 
we hope to run more workshops later in the year and again next summer. 

 
Meetings 
KH, PB and JA attended an NBMP Management Group meeting with Jessa Battersby in July. 
JA attending meeting with Danielle Linton at WILDCRU, Oxford University 18th September 
PB attended London Bat SAP Steering Group meetings in July and September. Two actions relate to the 
NBMP: Recruit 25 new surveyors for NBMP (Field & Waterway surveys) by 2012; Maintain network of 40 
NBMP data collection transects (Field & Waterway surveys) by 2015. 
 
Reports & publications 
The NBMP reporting schedule is as follows: 
2006 Annual Report and State of the UK®s Bats 2006 to appear before end of 2007 
2007 Annual Report to be completed by 1st April 2008 and subsequent years® reports to continue to be 
delivered by the end of the financial year 
 
SM, KH and PB put together a new poster summarising NBMP methods and results. This was for display at 
the Mexico conference but is designed to be suitable for longer-term use. 
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PB has co-written a paper on London bat trends which includes analysis of London NBMP data. It is to be 
published in the London Naturalist in Dec 2007/Jan 2008. 
 
NBMP data requests 
To date 12 bat groups have completed an NBMP Data Supply and Use Agreement form and have been sent an 
up-to-date data feed containing NBMP data from their bat group areas. 
 
Online bat sound library 
PB completed work on the online library of bat calls recorded from heterodyne recordings. It will go live in 
October and will be password protected so that it is exclusively for the use of NBMP volunteers and BCT 
members. 
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Bat Groups and Education ² Simon Mickleburgh, Shirley Thompson, Anne 
Youngman, Richard Dodd 
 

BCT in Wales ² Richard Dodd 
 

1. Introduction 
This report covers progress of the Welsh Bat Officer during the period from 1st July to 30th September 
2007, supported by the Countryside Council for Wales. 
 
2. Aims of the Welsh Bat Project 
The aims of the grant, agreed to by both the Countryside Council for Wales and Bat Conservation Trust, 
are: 
 
1. To develop support with Wales bat volunteer network (WBVN) that furthers BCT conservation policy 

in Wales and facilitates greater communication and involvement with BCT. 
 
2. Promote greater awareness, acceptance and enjoyment of bats in Wales to more pople and facilitate 

their wider involvement, in conjunction with the existing WBVN. 
 

3. To engage with the wider environmental network to identify and reduce potential threats to Welsh 
bat populations and promote bat  conservation. 

 
4. Identify organisations whose activities can affect Welsh bat populations and work in partnership 

with them to deliver BCT desired levels of populations. 
 

Summary 
1 Develop support with Wales Bat Volunteer Network (WBVN) that furthers BCT conservation policy in Wales 
and facilitates greater communication and involvement with BCT. 
¶ Attended north Ceredigion bat group meeting (6 September). 
¶ Continuing weekly e-mail bulletin®s to CCW species staff and Welsh bat group contacts (8 this 

quarter), including occasional postal sending to Ian Rabjohns from Monmouth bat group. 
¶ Attended BCT Bat group forum meeting in York (31 August) 
¶ Ongoing organisation of the Wales bat workers day for 27 October in Llandrindod Wells. Event now 

fully booked. 
¶ Organised and attended an ANABAT workshop in north Wales (RSPB Conwy, 8 July) for 12 people. 

Workshop leader was Margaret Clarke. 
¶ Led a waterway survey training walk forming second part of the NBMP course for Gwent (13 

August). Presented a mini NBMP training course to north Ceredigion bat group (6 September) and 
discovered Nathusius® pipistrelle on the walk! 

¶ Analysed a CD for the Bats and Roadside mammal survey. 
 
2 Promote greater awareness, acceptance and enjoyment of bats in Wales to more people and facilitate their 
wider involvement, in conjunction with the existing WBVN. 
¶ Attended and led Waun Fawr bat talk as part of an all day festival where over 50 people attended (4 

August); Attended and led a Dare Valley Country Park bat talk and walk for local residents (10 
August); Bat walk at Ruperra Castle for 3 CCW staff listening out for greater horseshoe bat (16 
August); Bat walk as part of EBW in Pontypridd park where over 45 people attended (24 August). 
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¶ Organised and chaired the first Montgomeryshire mammal group meeting in Welshpool in 
conjunction with Montgomeryshire wildlife trust and Snowdonia Mammal Group (23 August). 

¶ Attended national bat conference in York and assisted in sound analysis workshop with Jules Agate. 
¶ Attended Wales Biodiversity Conference in Wrexham and received training in the use of BARS 

(Biodiversity Action Reporting System) (12-13 September) 
¶ Fielding calls for filming of bats highlighting the bad, wet summer and its effect on bats with Mike 
Castle. BBC filmed in August up at Mike®s house in Abergele, Conwy. 

¶ Radio interview with youth radio show in Newbridge called Voice FM (15 August) 
¶ Working on a Bechstein®s bat article for Natur Cymru magazine and photos sent via Steve Lonergan. 

 
3 Engage with the wider environmental network to identify and reduce potential threats to Welsh bat 
populations. 

¶ Invite sent out to all Welsh planning authorities to update and make aware to all departments 
the issues regarding bats and the planning system. To date, Neath and Port Talbot is the only 
authority in Wales (excluding Gwynedd, Carmarthenshire and Caerphilly who have already held 
training for their officers) to express an interest. 

¶ Attended a aboriculturalists training course in Carmarthenshire with the local authority and 
Richard Crompton. 

¶ Attended Royal Welsh Agricultural Show, Builth Wells where attended ministerial address to the 
environmental NGO®s and the Woodland Trust®s veteran trees campaign launch. Raising 
awareness of bat issues to other NGO and GO®s. 

¶ Letter sent and reply received to the Welsh Assembly Government on data issues and the release 
of public data to LRC®s in Wales and Len Wyatt will hopefully be attending the Wales bat 
workers day in October. 

¶ Ongoing communication with Wales Environment Link, including AGM in Welshpool (3 July) and 
land use phone conference targeting agri environment (6 July). Commented on Wales 
Environment Strategy review (14 September). 

¶ Working alongside RSPB on their agricultural campaign to ensure monies remain in agri-
environment. Postcard campaign launched. 

¶ Tir Gofal species monitoring objective one for a desk study successful. Working on MoU with 
RSPB and have successfully been awarded £7,200 to conduct the desk review. 

¶ In communication with Butterfly Conservation and Cardiff University to get a placement student 
for next year. Caerphilly county have also expressed an interest to get involved. Will be working 
on taking this forward if time permits. 

 
4 Identify organisations whose activities can affect Welsh bat populations and work in partnership with them 
to deliver BCT desired levels of populations. 

¶ Ongoing communication with all staff including visit to London offices (16-17 July) 
¶ Communications with Sgt®s Ian Guildford and Pete Charlston and Kelvin Jones on attending the 

Wales bat workers day and trying to get someone from CPS along. No luck to date with the 
latter investigation. 

 
Total objective hits (A-D*), this quarter, for each strategic aim (1-4): 
 1 2 3 4 TOTAL 
A 4 2 3 1 10 

B 5 2 5 2 14 
C 4 4 4 1 13 

D 6 4 4 1 15 
TOTAL 19 12 16 5 52 

*refers to core objectives for BCT 
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Honorary Education Officer - Shirley Thompson  
 
Publications 
BCT 
Edited Young Batworker 70 
Worked with JE and SM on Bat News 80 
 
Local: 
Kent Bat Group Newsletter 
 
Events 
13-15/7/07 Kent County Show. Prepared displays- Theme: Bats in Kent.  

Talks/Courses 

BCT. 
18-20August. Co-tutored Foundation Course for Consultants at Malham Tarn FSC.  
Prepared and presented a workshop Introduction to Bats at National Conference, York 
10/7/07 Bat walk at Houses of Parliament 
 
Local: 
20/7/07 Bat walk at Ham Street NNR for Natural England 
255/7 Talk and bat watch at Great Mongeham Church, Deal 
28/7/07 Walk at Oare Gunpowder Works Reserve, Faversham. 
8/8/07 Talk at ­The Vegetable Plot®, a holiday scheme for young people 
22/8/07 Talk ad Walk at Capstone Country park, Rochester 
25/8/07 Talk and walk for Faversham Brownies at their camp at Folkestone 
 
20/7/07 Training day for trainees for Roost Visitor licenses 
22/9/07 Refresher day arranged in conjunction with Natural England for all license holders and trainees Included update 
of Habs Regs. 
 
Meetings  
7/8/07 BCT Various meetings with staff 
21/8/07 Visited Tattershall Church, to discuss interpretation in the church concerning the bats 
13/9/07 BCT Editorial meeting and discussion with SM of plans for a SE Regional Conference 
 
Local 
NBMP Waterway surveys and NSP survey 
Car survey 
Roosts visits 
Harp-trapping at Westerhanm Mines with John Altringham and Leeds team  
Activity surveys of Vinters Country Park, Cinderhill Woods and Romney Marsh Country Park at the request of the 
wardens. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Scottish Bat Officer - Anne Youngman 
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1. Introduction 
This report covers progress of the Scottish Bat Project in the period from 1st July ² 30th September 2007 made 
under the Scottish Natural Heritage grant.  

 
4.1 Objectives 
The objectives of the grants are to:- 

 
A) Promote greater awareness of bats in Scotland 
B) Enable more people in Scotland to appreciate and enjoy bats and get involved in bat conservation 
C) Develop the network and activities of Scottish Bat Groups, capacity build and share ideas between 
groups 
D) Co-ordinate, recruit and train volunteers to take part in bat conservation projects in Scotland 
E) Identify and, as appropriate, co-ordinate priority projects to focus local bat conservation work in 
Scotland 

 
4.2 Progress against objectives 
The report on work undertaken is divided into the following subject areas; 
 

1. Building Volunteer network - existing volunteers 
2. Training 
3. New Volunteers, recruitment for BGs and BCT 
4. Public Education/Enabling involvement of public 
5. Identify (co-ordinate) priority projects - in conjunction with bat groups 
6. Legal 
7. Personal training / office matters. 

 

Summary 
1 Building volunteer network- 
¶ Attended meetings with Central Scotland bat group, Fife and Kinross  
¶ Email contact with all bat groups re Scottish Bat Conference  
¶ Email Contact with all bat groups re European Bat weekend. 
¶ Bat care training arranged for new member of CSBG with Lothians BG and Hessilhead Wildlife rescue. 
¶ Contact details for local bat groups to 4 public. 
¶ Talk by Thomasz Kukorowitz arranged. 
 

2 Training  
¶ Bats and Trees seminar delivered via Tayside Biodiversity partnership at Dundee Botanic Gardens. (35 

attendees)  
¶ Bat Handling Training delivered 3 people ² SNH Kinlochewe. 
¶ Introduction to bats talk and Bat walk delivered to the Royal Commission for Ancient and Historic 

Monuments. 
 
3 New Volunteer Recruitment 
¶ 14 + new members of BCT in Scotland  
¶ 18 New NBMP volunteers from Scotland. 
¶ Work of BCT and NBMP promoted at 2 training events. 

4 Public Education/Enabling involvement of the public 
 
¶ BCT (Scottish) display used at 6 events. 
¶ BCT resources quizzes, costume etc used at 9 events 




