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Biodiversity Louise Mapstone, Alison Rasey, Karen Haysom, isains Pa

Director of Conservation (Karen Haysom)

Bats in Churches

BCT was contacted in late December by a communications officer at the Church of England Diocesan Office
in Ipswich. She had heard about the campaign in which 38 Suffolk churches haibiaithiezhes to be

treated under the dwelling house defence in the Habitats Regulations. The campaign was unsuccessful, an
the campaigners had not appreciated that at that time the Habitats Regulations were under revision and the
dwelling house defencesvto be removed. The assistant had heard that guidance for church personnel was
being developed and she wished to publicise this to churches in the region. We have now confirmed that
guidance is being developed by Council for the Care of Churcheestppwith Natural England who are
providing the technical component. BCT will be given the opportunity to comment on the draft guidance.
An article is likely to appear in the East Anglican magazine in early 2008. We have commented on an early
draft,but in line with earlier information circulated on this topic we remain interested in gathering further
examples of churches who are positive about their bats, bat griouzh initiatives etc. Following the
publication of a previous quarterly repaseful information has been received from some local bat groups.
Suffolk bat group and Natural England officers have been made aware.

Bats as Indicators

UK Biodiversity Indicators

KH met with the UK Biodiversity Indicators project group in Novembearioeathe candidate bat indicator
for Biodiversity Indicators in your pocket fgg®//www.jncc.gov.uk/pagk921). The group is very positive
about getting bat data into the indicator suite and thistimgdéocused on technical issues surrounding the
text and statistical presentation of the indicator. KH was requested to develop a draft text fiche and
supporting Q & A suitable for presentation to the UK Biodiversity Standing Committee who will decide
whether the bat indicator goes through.

BTO international conference on migratory species indicators for climate change

KH attended an international conference at University of Norwich focusing on developing global indicators t
show the impacts of climathange on migratory species. The meeting was hosted by BTO who lead a
consortium including University of Aberdeen on this Defra funded contract. The contract follows an earlier
contract to produce a review on the potential impacts of climate changgratorgispecies. Tony Hutson

is employed by Aberdeen to develop the bat indicators. The meeting took the format of small groups
discussing and validating various proposed indicators to take forward. The meeting provided the opportunit
to make links wit various authorities on indicators.

Forestry Commission Open Habitats meeting

KH attended this 2 day meeting in December. Forestry Commission has committed to developing a
deforestation strategy with the aim of restoring various open habitats suetaad Bnd upland heath,

limestone pavement, grassland etc. This meeting brought together FC staff with other interested bodies e.g
RSPB, BTO, National Trust, forestry business consultants etc to discussahgingigmtential issues

involved as a gpetowards developing the strategy. Some organisations see this as the potential means to
achieve the lowland heath Habitat Action Plan (HAP) target. KH gave presentation on potential issues for
bats, which drew on BCT materials, Frank Greenaway apth&ugreup experience at Farnham Heath.

Simon Pryor (FC) showed a strict timetable for the development of the strategy through 2008 (the project
was postponed for a couple of years while FC prioritised compliance under Habitats Regulations). The next
stage of this project will be a further meeting in May 2008.


http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-3921
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LINK policy director meetings

In October KH attended a LINK meeting of senior NGO staff to prioritise current and future issues and do a
gap analysis of what biodiversity topics currently fadiadeithe wildlife and countryside LINK working

groups.

Seminars

KH visited University of East Anglia to give a presentation on the National Bat Monitoring Programme for
Applied Ecology and Conservation M.Sc. students as part of the Ecological Cemsay teth&iques

module.

Project work

Review of biodiversity delivery of Welshagvironment schemes

This project is a desk study looking at how well the delivery of the Tir Gofal scheme is likely to meet the
requirements of various example wildifecies. KH and AR have met with project leaders (RSPB) during
this quarter, developed a scoring matrix for 4 species and contributed to an interim report to the project
funder Welsh Assembly Government.

New contracts undertaken

Landscapes for Lesserddshoes (Phase 2).

In the last BCT quarterly report we reported that BCT had submitted a tender for the above project to CCW.
I n early December we received official confirmat
f or L e s s dantdy’existing amsgl novebsolitions to addressing the threats that the lesser horseshoe
bat faces in Wales today and to put in place systems to secure its futireingellPhase 2 is essentially a

desk study to plan how initiatives undertaken in thgd>h Pembrokeshire pilot study could be rolled out
across Wales, and a funding strategy. LM, KH and JH will be the main participants in this contract.

Developing a European bat indicator for SEBI 2010.

In the last BCT quarterly report we reported t@at lBad submitted a tender for the above project. We have
since been notified that we have been awarded this four month contract in partnership with ZSL who will
deliver on objective 3 (an assessment of the capacity of GBIF data to provide data teledigetsay

indicators). A preliminary phone meeting has been held with the contract manager who is based in Denmar
KH and LW will be the main participants in this contract, which will involve much correspondence with
EUROBATS contacts.

Biodiversyt Officer (Louise Mapstone)

Louise Mapstone (LM) took up her post on Octoli#gd(A LM would like to take this opportunity to thank

all at BCT for welcoming her to the team and especially Karen Haysom (KH), Katie Parsons (KP) and Alisor
Rasey (AR) fdreir support over the first few months. The following provides an update on work undertaken
under this role over the last quarter of 2007.
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Biodiversity Action Planning (BAP)

The new -habitats based approach® to Biodiversit
In this quarter it has become apparent that the government is proposing to change the arrangements for the
delivery of conservation through the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) from mid 2009 onwards.

Since the UK BAP was originally published in 1994, litlen delivered through a series of Habitat Action

Plans (known as HAPs) and Species Action Plans (known as SAPS). A lead partner was identified for each
and SAP whose role was teardinate conservation issues (via the establishment of relewimgstgoups

and work programmes), direct resources, manage publicity and report on their habitat or species. BCT is
currently lead partner for the lesser horseshoe, barbastelle, bechsteins and soprano pipistrelle. The bat BAF
steering group are likely be the lead partner for the two new species: noctule andoogreared (on

the new list of priority species adopted in August 28%,whichcommon pipistrelle and greater meuse

eared bat have been removed).

At this stage the waew gorroaxregesme ratss idr i-sfder med,
Engl and (NE) and Defra. The aim is to make the ¢
for each UK BAP species are delivered through specific habitats where pessiiige Approaches are
available for those species that do not easily f
still at the development stage and NE are keen to receive input and suggestions on how the proposed
changes could hesed most effectively for conservation.

BCT has attended a number of meetings and conferences relating to the proposed changes to the Biodivers
Action Planning (BAP) process. These include:

1 Attendance of the-Bnnual Biodiversity Partnership Comiggén Aviemore Scotland on théo9
11 October 2007 by Jules Agate (JA) and Philip Briggs (PB);

1 Informal discussions between LM anatdihe Joint Nature Conservancy Council (JNCC), NE and
Defra in relation to how these proposed changes will Bifecbnservation through the UK BAP;

1 Attendance of Link meetings regarding the implications for the lead partners role by LM and KH on 9
and 21November (discussions stilgwing); and

T LM®s attendance of the | nstaigteunteen to®fs HcloHEOM)Y a
conference on Ecological Networks held in Nottingham tm1BtNovember 2007. JNCC &gl
gave a number of relevant talks.

Bat BAP Steering Group Meeting

LM organised the annual bat BAP Steering Group Meeting on 3rd D2@@imaethe Linnean Society in
Londor? AC chaired the meetingwenty bat BAP partners attended (including six BCT staff). Amongst the
delegates were representatives of all four UK countries including the Statutory Nature Conservation

Or gani s at)itherfrarestty Edhin3®os, Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG), The
Environment Agency, English Heritage and the National Trust. Others who could not attend contributed
updates via email.

The morning comprised a brief update on activities refativay conservation that had been undertaken by
the bat BAP partners over the last year. This was followed by some highlights of new BCT projects and a
presentation on the proposed-JammeswfNEhabitats apprc

Adiscussionsessio was organi sed for the afternoon on how
work for bat conservation. The delegates split into four groups to discuss the following key questions:
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1) Which bat species are most ugli taedhatbo tat-scan
Would we anticipate any potential gains over a splatlespproach for these species?

2) Which species / aspects of bat conservation are likely to be difficult to deliver / fall outside of a
habitats approach?

3) How do we want the biat approach to be managed so we can all have faith in it? What role
should we seek?

4) The habitat approach is to be delivered through the devolved countries. What should the species
and issue priorities for the different countries be? What will be neesleslire overall benefits
for bats at local, regional and UK scales?

A spokesperson from each group reported back and then each question was opened for discussion amongs
all. The steering group came to a consensus on a number of issues. LM isnciimegmtbcess of writing
up the minutes, which will be available shortly.

The date of the next bat BAP Steering Group meeting was agreed as Tuesday 25th November 2008.

Wildlife and Countryside Link
BCT have also attended the following Link meetings:
1 Launch of the England Biodiversity Strategy on 02.11.07 (attended by Amy Coyte (AC));
T Biodiversity Task Force Meeting on 07.11.07 (attended by AC);
1 Land use planning meeting on 27.11.07 (attended by AR);
1T Attendance of Link®s AGM on 05.12.07 by LM;
1 Attendance of a meeting with NE at York University o@@éber 2007 by LM and AR, to discuss
appropriate ways of interpreting the list of species referred to under section 41 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 2006. NE decidédedistphto a number of
-sectors® e.g. pl anning, agriculture, forest:
from NE on which species were deemed most appropriate for each sector.

Signposting for BAP Species
BCT have beencontacke¢ J NCC t o complete a -signposting exe
conservation actions assigned to the BAP species earlier in the 2007. LM is currently working on this and wi
provide further updates in the next report.

Biodiversity Toolkit

LM attended the most recent steering group meeting for the proposed Biodiversity Toolkit at the
Communities and Local Government (CLG) officesNwv8thber 2007, chaired by Mike Oxford of the
Association of Local Government Ecologists (ALGE). Repesehnall four SNCOs, Defra, IEEM and The
Wildlife Trusts attended the meeting.

The Biodiversity Toolkit will be a vixetsed tool aimed at all professionals involved in the planning process
(i.e. planners, government ecologists, consultants, gemeagancies, statutory bodies, NGOs and planning
applicants). The website will be hosted (at least in the initial phases) by the existing CLG planning portal
website. The aim of the toolkit is to provide the target audience with an information resalirssties
relating to ecology and planning and we are hopeful that it will improve the way that bats are included in
the planning process.

It is proposed that the home page will comprise four landscapes: lowland rural, upland, coastal and urban.
Eachandscape will include features that -oo® dobe
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further information. The pilot for the toolkit is agricultural barns in the lowland landscape. BCT will be
involved in advising on bat issues, providiogrinmat i on and establishing | in

Natural England General Licensing Consultation

BCT were contacted in November 2007 by NE to comment on a consultation regarding extending the gener
licensing system in relation to the sale andgmson of bats. The current proposals are for a general
licensingsystem for the sale of bats acquired before 1994 (commonly taxidermy specimens) and the
possession of live or dead bats. BCT are in the process of responding to NE on these issues based on
discussions with some key bat carers earlier in 2007.

Gardening

Claire Lippold (CP) attended the ldag autumn meeting of the Forum for Gardening with Wildlife in Mind

on 22 November 2007 at the Natural History Museum in London. The aim of the forunTio i nspi r e
to manage gardens for their own enjoyment in way

opportunities for information exchange, facilitate mutual assistance, avoid duplication of effort and help
develop partnerships among memtfer. The aims of the forum are to:

1 Cultivate a responsible attitude to the natural environment on the part of gardeners and the garden
industry;

1 To gather evidence supporting the benefits, to people and biodiversity, of gardening with wildlife in
mind;

1 Byrelaying this evidence, to assist people to makénf@iined choices about their gardening
activities; and

1 To help link people and nature, through their gardens, thereby encouraging a wider and deeper
appreciation of biodiversity and sustainability.

Thg was the first event that BCT has attended. The next meeting will be in early 2008 and BCT will be
following the progress of this initiative to ensure bats are considered.

Investigations Project (AR)

BCT is aware of the following incidents:
October
9 Biistol2 damage to maternity roost at a house, caused by maintenance works carried out by a
builder. NE advice had previously been sought but not followed by the builder. Police were informe:
but it is unlikely that further action will be taken becaudghatime of the incident the advice did
not have to be followed, only sought.
1 Leicestershiebarn conversion caused disturbance to bats/damage to roost. Still being
investigated.
1 Leicestershifebuilding works destroyed bat roost. Police invastigaind planning to put it
before CPS.
1 Wiltshire? alleged destruction of building containing bat roost. Still under investigation, NE has
been informed, but there will probably be no further action because evidence was destroyed early or
T Susser disturbance of bats caused by household maintefaeperted by neighbour (anonymous
caller not wanting to get involved). No further action at the moment. NE is aware of incident.
1 Bracknelt dead bat found in a park. The bat had been set alightiteedpagoolice but
insufficient information to take further actidnhis sounds like a cruelty case.
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1 Cambridgeshiepotential damage to bat roost/disturbance of bats because of building
maintenance. Police investigated, no further action taken atgelfss OK.

November

1 Essex builders destroyed BLE roost. NE wrote a warning letter to the building contractors, with a
copy to the police.

1 Buckinghamshifebuilding works caused disturbance of a bat. Bat was killed; still under
investigation by pize.

1 Devort likely disturbance to bats and definite destruction of roost caused by house renovation
works. Although this came to light in November, the incident happened in October. The police and
NE investigated but only verbal advice was given eeuftii® unacceptable time lag between the
householder requesting a roost visit and a falipwall being undertaken (due to pressure on roost
visitors).

1 Cheshiré building works went ahead without the bat and owl survey having been undertaken first
(these were a condition of the planning permission). Still under investigation by the police.

T Susser building works to a school uncovered a bat which was taken to a bat hospital but
subsequently died. The works continued and another bat was foundseaghea roost visit. NE
advised that a licence should be obtained before further work. Still under investigation.

December
1 Gloucestershifetree branch was lopped with bats roosting in it. The caller would not leave
name/number, but did indicatetibranch would be left alone for bats to fly out. Contact has been
made with the police who are trying to follow this up with only a small amount of information on
the location.
1 Wiltshire2 two disturbance events at the same property. Firstly lofitiosulvas installed despite
it being a bat roost (we are currently trying to find out if the roost access has been blocked).
Secondly a pest controller entered the loft space and placed mouse bait down despite knowing that
bats were roosting at the tim€y could be seen clearly roosting adjacent to the chimneybreast).
Potential disturbance. A roost visit has been organised to assess damage/disturbance. Ongoing.
1 Unknown locatiod builder demolishing a chimney disturbed and injured a bat; BCTryingtitb
get information so that further investigation can be undertaken. Ongoing.
Somerset alleged damage to bat roost. Further information being sought by BCT. Ongoing.
Yorkshiré alleged blocking of roost access by meshing garage windawst ifiarmation is
being sought by BCT as to location to assess whether this can be further investigated. Ongoing.

= =

BCT is grateful to consultants, bat workers and the public for assistance in bring cases to light and to the
police, CPS/PF and the RSBCAvestigating incidents.

Incidents notified to BCT tend to decrease in number during the winter months. Building and land use
devel opment continue to be the major cause of bae
and thosefrom n-genui ne® i nformants have not been incl ui

Police partnerships

Kelvin Jones, Operation Bat Project Officer with the National Wildlife Crime Unit was originally to be in post
for one year from January 2007 to January 2008. Howeswantiact with the NWCU has been extended

by three months to March 2008 for the interim and BCT is delighted to hear this. We are hopeful that his
post will be extended well beyond March 2008. Kelvin has updated the Operation Bat resources and trainin
materials for England and Wales. An equivalent is being produced for Scotland and hopefully for Northern
Ireland. Kelvin continues to assist and follow up bat related crime incidents, and there have been
improvements within the police forces since drtest in post.
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A meeting is scheduled for the New Year between Kelvin, AR and John Unsworth of the NWCU to investiga
roles in the prevention, intelligence and enforcement of bat related crime, and how this fits in with the wider
Defra strategy on WiltHi Crime. We look forward to continued working with the NWCU, JNCC and police in
this area in 2008.

Other areas of work connected with preventing bat related crime
1 Atalk was given to Buckinghamshire Bat Group about the Investigations Project.
1 Attendeda Forestry Commission meeting with Frank Greenaway and David Hill.
1 Attended Pest Tech (with assistance gratefully received from Tamara Kabat of Birmingham & Black

Country Bat Group, and Penny Angold from Warwickshire Bat @megagain, the Natiorrest
Technician®s Association kindly gave BCT a c
attending, with lots of interest in bats from delegates. We are pleased to report that awareness
raising does seem to be having an impact on pest contrelspyo#ds; there seemed to be a marked
improvement this year on the level of knowledge amongst delegates about the legislation
surrounding bats and roosts, and about the correct procedures to go through. BCT plans to attend
Pest Tech again in 2008.

Otherar eas of AR®s wor k not covered el sewhere in B

f

E R ]

Covered Helpline with Kate Bevan for two days in October to enable Helpline staff to undertake their
training days.

Ongoing discussions with CCW about a small upcoming WAG proposalifay exarejse

connected with monitoring/mitigation of wind farms in Wales that have already been given
permission.

Bats and the law section for the Arboriculture and Bats course has been updated.

Cataught two Arboriculture and Bats courses (Edinburgheanddks).

Attended Scottish Bat Conference (Stirling), facilitated licensing workshop.

There is still a lot of concern amongst bat workers about bats not being properly taken into account
in land use planning matters, and this continues to generatécaignifork in trying to improve

the situation and raise awareness amongst planning officers. We are hopeful that the web based
Biodiversity Toolkit will help.

Attended the Link Land Use Planning meeting. The Planning Reform Bill is giving cause. for conce
It is now very likely that the threshold for small householder developments falling within the realm
of -permitted devel opment ® wi-geheraboa etcwvdlline ed, ai
longer need planning permission. This could @dlghtve an adverse impact on bats (as they are

so closely associated with houses), and BCT has made representation to this effect.

Ongoing work on the Tir Gofal project, together with KH. This partnership project is assessing how
the Tir Gofal prescriphs impact on bats (noctules, 45 and 55 pips, serotines and lesser horseshoes),
birds, plants and two other mammal species. When complete it will assist advisers in assessing the
appropriateness of prescriptions for a number of focal species.
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Bats and the Built Environment (CW)

Liaison, profile raising and consultation with the building industry or organisations related to the project
Meetings held

3 October 07 CW met with Mike Waite of the Greater London Authority. This meeting was & tossid
potential for the GLA being involved in the project being formulated by Jonny Miller of BioRegional on
provision for bat roosts in low and zeasbon new build. This was a positive meeting and it was decided
that a joint meeting with Jonny Milleowld be the next step. | agreed to arrange a suitable date.

19 October 07 CW attended Bat House Competition meeting at the RSA, London. The project had reached
the stage where it will now enter the next phase dealing with practical matters in pnreparatie actual

build of the bat house, including fundraising. The next meeting wilbtianthe lead role of the project to

the Wildfowl and Wetland Trust and will look at details to maximize the suitability of the chosen bat house
design for bats witthe designers of the winning design in attendance.

25 October 07 CW met with David Mason of Carillion (previously Mowlem), Bracknell. This meeting came
out of having the opportunity to view British Construction Industry Award entries which inchigieah pro

for bats. Carillion had submitted an entry for work on bridges which showed good practice and additional
positive measures for bats (it went on to win the small engineering category). Contact was made with
Carillion and the meeting resulted in savareas of joint working that can be built on, such as sharing of
information on design of bat provision in bridges and degree of uptake; provision of potential roosts for thos
species requiring flight areas in the public buildings Carillion frequersisuct; Carillion produce

biodiversity sheets about key projects which include information on bats which | gave my comments on and
wish to encourage as there is great potential in this approach; David expressed interest in the courses that
BCT run and B has identified a construction project that he would like to put forward as an exemplar for
bat and other wildlife provision.

6 November 07 CW met with Mike Waite (GLA) and Jonny Miller (BioRegional) at City Hall, London. This
was as a follow up tihe previous meeting with Mike to establish the feasibility of working together on a
project that looks at (i) Running workshops with bat workers and representatives of the building industry to
allow joint working on a practical approach to allowing tordupotential bat roosts in new build, (ii)

Workshops leading to a design guide that contains specifications for incorporating proactive bat roosts into
modern build styles; (iii) identifying a low or Zesdbon building development that could be used as

example of best practice in consideration of bats from the earliest planning stages. As well as habitat
considerations to also include bat roosts built into the design of the buildings. The key area of progress that
emerged during the meeting relateddentifying suitable planned developments within the GLA.

7 November 07 CW attended a Sustainable Construction Biodiversity Workshop at Defra offices in
Westminster. BERR and Defra invited 20 people to discuss the Biodiversity chapter of tawydfirStr
Sustainable Construction which was in the consultation phase. It was recognised by BERR and Defra that tt
Biodiversity chapter needed a lot more development to make it of any practical value. Representatives from
the construction industry andnservation organisations were present although only CW for BCT and Edward
Mayer fol.ondon Swifts were from NGO conservation bodies. Workshop sessions were very productive and
CW had the opportunity to have a large amount of input. In addition to attérelimgrkshop, BCT have

sent a formal response to the consultation. It was suggested that BCT (via CW) will be invited onto the
stakeholder group to take this matter forward.

21 November B7CW met with Brian Murphy (architect) to review the degreaalbity of bat roost and
access illustrations, that exist in a range of publications, from the point of view of professionals in the
buil ding industry, particularly architects. CW &
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products to ovepme the outstanding mitigation issue to be resolved in respect of cavity wall insulation, in
advance of meeting with the insulation manufacturer.

26 November 0% CW met with Tony Mitchelbnes at Natural England offices, London. This was a meeting
to update Tony on all aspects of the project to ensure work proceeds in a united manner. It was a very
positive meeting with Tony being in agreement with the approach to all aspects of the project. Areas for
closer joint working were identified with a furthmeeting to be arranged for the New Year.

4 December (% CW met with Tony Aindow, technical director of Knauf Insulation in St. Helens, Merseyside
to look at how to resolve the outstanding issue around partial fill as a mitigation measure whereta bat roos
is present. A review of the BBA certificate for use of the product and the options that might be acceptable
within the restrictions were more positive than had been anticipated and resulted in a planned course of
action with potential to satisfy all rdgtions and legislation that applies. CW to continue to work with

Knauf, the National Insulation Association and the British Board of Agrément to take this forward.

14 December G7meeting with Vincent Weir and Amy Coyte to review the progress ofebedunng the
second final quarter of the first year.

Liaison other than meetings

CW continues to work with James Honour of the Building Research Establishment. One of his roles is to cat
out the training of energy inspectors. James continues tofgirreation on these courses to raise

awareness of bats and where they are found in buildings and their legal protection. James is planning to
represent the building industry at the South East England Regional Bat Conference in April 2008.

CW is workinglasely with Mark Burrows who is the incoming president of the Institution of the Lighting
Engineers for 2008. Amongst the joint working ur
for replacement lighting on the warren footpath alondbiel@ hames and an exemplar lighting replacement
scheme in Dorset. Apage article on bats and lighting has been requested for the ILE Lighting Journal.
Additionally a request to all readers for examples of where solutions have been engineereddiifeneet wil
needs is being included in the February 2008 issue of the Lighting Journal. CW has been requested to retur
to the 2008 ILE National Conference to present a fafiagwaper to the one given in 2007 and CW has also
been invited to give the Charles ¢lees Memorial Lecture.

CW is liaising with Tom Webster (ILE) in his role as a Trustee of the David Webster Charitable Trust with
regard the donation by this Trust to BCT to further research, understanding and promotion with regard
lighting and bats.

CW las submitted a response to the call for information by the Royal Commission on Environmental
Pollution with regard the proposed short study on artificial light in the environment.

A review of the -Regional Susitrmaladi Homegs @hleak b
by CW and submitted to the Building Research Establishment (from where they originate) and the UK Greel
Building Council.

CW has written a strategy for working with the Chartered Institute of Building and this hasiti®en s
their technical director.

oposal has been submitted to t
v I

r UK Green Bl
diversity into sustainabl e bui g ®.

he
di ng®

10
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The National Federation of Roofing Contractors has responded positiveding with BCT and will be
looking to distribute information to their 950+ members and have requested a speaker at an event in 2008.

Training and events

3 October07ClI RI' A - Delivering Sustainable Constructior
complimentary exhibition space at this conference which generated a good deal of interest amongst the
delegates and included several useful contacts for the project such as a representative of the School of
Construction at the University of Reading andvémos Estates. CW commented to CIRIA staff on the lack

of biodiversity in the programme of the conference. This has resulted in a planned Construction Industry
Environment al Forum (ClIlEF) conference on -Biodiyv

270ctober0ZWel sh Bat Workers® day. CW presented a pa
Mitigation Conference®.

24 November % Ma mma | Society Symposi um, London Zoo. CW
mitigation for bats in the built emenmen ar e we | earning from experi enc

Awards

The organisers of the British Construction Industry Awards, who carry out the selection process, arranged
that any entries which indicated that they had considered the conservation of bats as paprojetbie

would have the details supplied to CW. Out of the 180 entries CW was supplied with details of two that did
have a component relevant to bats and these were revigmeedf these appeared only to have done what
would be required under licence the other had incorporated a good amount of proactive additional
provision and the firm concerned, Carillion, were contacted to build on this.

CW has approached the organisers of the Sustainability Awards. These awards include biodiversity as a
consideation. It has been highlighted by CW that the panel of judges would very much benefit from a
greater representation of expertise in biodiversity within their number. The importancasofdaitersity
indicators was also highlighted. A meeting ilNxe Year has been requested.

Codes of conduct and guidelines
Good practice guidelines currently being worked on are:

-Bats and |l ighting® in collaboration with the In
on the BCT, ILE anddgsation of Local Government Ecologists (ALGE) websites.

Bats and cavity wal|l insulation® with the Nati ol
the outstanding issues following a meeting with a manufacturer but some agreemenotbeeaaile with

the certification organisatienthe British Board of Agrément (BBA) before this can be consolidated. A draft
document is in preparation.

-Bats and changes to the Building Regul attaseens ®.
this become available. Tony Miteleles will comment on the content in relation to the queries from bat
workers of which he is aware.

-Bats and roofing membranes®. Having made progr e
deemed apppriate options for use with their Tyvek membrane, the outcomes of this have now been used to
approach other manufacturers and distributors (27). Feedback has been invited on the proposed mitigation
measures and the suitability of these for their products any ot her =-bat friendly
aim is to host a workshop on mitigation with these companies and bat workers, planned for early summer.
Following this the document should be able to be completed.

11
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Biodiversity TrainirfgKit StonerHelen Miller, Dave Sutton

Professional Training

2008 courses

The new training brochure has now been printed and distributed to members, bat groups and the training
mailing list. The new dates have also been updated on the website. Dates for caulistedilbdiow

under each section. We have already received some bookings for the 2008 courses.

Bats and Bat Surveys
The five 2008 dates and venues are as follows:

3-5 May Juniper Hall FSC Centre (Surrey)

28 May30 May Nettlecombe FSC Centre (Sortjerse
18-20 June Kindrogan FSC Centre (Perthshire)
23-25 July Orielton FSC Centre (Pembrokeshire)
15-18 August Malham Tarn FSC Centre (Yorkshire)

Tutors have been confirmed for 2008 and KS is in the process of sending out contracts. All participant
feedtack from the 2006 courses has been processed and will be reviewed. Post evaluation forms will be ser
out before Christmas, and will be reviewed in January. KS will be obtaining feedback from all tutors and thet
deciding on any required amendments.

Planiing and Preparation of Surveys
Three courses are planned for 2008; two of these will run the daySwgi@gng Buildingsurses at the
same venue so people have the option to attend both. All three will be taught by Sandie Sowler.

Dates and venues are follows:

19 May Warren Farm Barns (Surrey)
6 August Lackham College (Wiltshire)
1 September Malham Tarn FSC Centre (Yorkshire)

The course feedback and m&tluation forms will be reviewed, and any necessary changes made to the
resources.

Suweying Buildings (including Bat Identification)
The last course of the year ran at Clumber Park 80 @@tober, and was taught be Kate Barlow and John
Haddow. The feedback received was good. It was attended by 19 people.

Three courses are planned f@&@wo potentially joint withP/anning and Preparation of Bat Suyveys

20-21 May Warren Farm Barns (Surrey)
7-8 August Lackham (Wiltshire)
13-14 October Clumber Park (Nottinghamshire)

Sandie Sowler and Peter Shepherd will teach the two soudbeses; and Sandie and John Haddow will
teach the course at Clumber Park.
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Using Bat Detectors and Sound Analysis Tools

No dates have been set for this course, as the structure and materials need reviewing. It seems likely that tt
course will not runsait has in previous years, but may be restructured into two or more different2courses
each catering for different levels of participant. The plan is to set up a small focus group to review learning
needs of consultants at the moment.

Surveying Barns
Ths courseranohl Oct ober at St | ppolyt®s Village Hal/l
and was taught by Patty Briggs. It was also attended by Helen Miller.

Dates and venues for 2008 are as follows:

9 April Bolton Abbey (Yorks)
2 Cctober St I ppolyt®s Village Hall (Herts)

Surveying Bridges
This course ran @ghNovember at Fountains Abbey in North Yorkshire. The course was attended by 18 people
and received good feedback.

Three courses are running in 20@&tes and venues arefaklows:

31 March Preston Montford (Shropshire)
2 June Juniper Hall (Surrey)
3 November Fountains Abbey (Yorkshire)

Arboriculture and Bats
Alison Rasey amended the resources to make them more accurate following the Habitats Regulations
changes eadr this year. Five courses ran in this quarter:

Frank Chapman Centre (22 Octdb&ajyight by Richard Crompton and Patty Briggs (attended by 14)
Epping Forest (7 NovemBetaught by Andrew, assisted by Karen Haysom (attended by 19)
Edinburgh (9 Novenpé taught by Mark Robinson and Alison Rasey (attended by 20)
Hinchingbrooke (23 NovemBetaught by Patty Briggs and Mark Robinson (attended by 20)
Ightham Mote (11 Decemberaught by Andrew Cowan and Alison Rasey (attended by 19)

Ten courses artapned for 2008. Dates and venues are as follows:

18 February Nettlecombe FSC Centre (Somerset)

1 March Malham Tarn FSC Centre (N. Yorkshire)
10 March Thornham Field Centre (Suffolk)

24 April Juniper Hall FSC Centre (Surrey)

12 May Plas Taty-Bwld (Gwynedd)

9 June Kingcombe Centre (Dorset)

1 August Margam Park FSC Centre, Glamorgan
30 September Bewerley Park (N. Yorkshire)

27 October Frank Chapman Centre, Worcestershire
21 November Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Cambs

The option of providirig-house courses for larger companies has once again been advertised in the training
brochure.

13



BCT Quarterly Report October to Decebitber

The tutors will be meeting in January to discuss changes to the resources, and to look into the possibility of
developing a followp course.

Planning for Pretted Species

The Mammal Society has now appointed a Training Officer, and KS met with her in November to discuss
taking the courses forward. Each organisation has taken on four regions and will try to make contact with a
suitable host council in that regi. We hope to run at least eight courses this year.

Volunteer training

Training for Trainers

We have secured some money from Natural England to run one training for trainers course in 2008. We hoy
also to get some money from CCW and SNH in order tbahwn a second one, as there is a long waiting

list. KS is starting to look at possible dates and venues, and will contact those on the nomination list as soor
as funding is absolutely confirmed, and dates and venues have been set.

Roost visitor traing

There will be a roost visitor training course in Scotland as normal (see below for dates). This course is also
available on request to any areas that are struggling to find trainers and have a number of roost visitors who
require training the local Naural England office could be asked to fund the course.

27-29 May Scottish Church House (Dunblane)

How to Lead a Bat Walk
Only one date and venue has been set so far (see below), but this may be added to during the year. There are al
potentially a cople of inrhouse courses running.

28 June Langdon Visitor Centre (Essex)

Volunteer training strategy

It is hoped that BCT will be able to increase the number of courses available to volunteers, now that we hav
received Heritage Lottery money forGoent Bat Officers. KS and the NBMP team will work with the new
officers on a strategy.

Other Projects

National Bat Conference {12 September, University of Reading)

Simon Mickleburgh and Nick Tomlinson have agreewtgaiise the content of the cenénce, and are
working on this now. A provisional programme and booking form will be published irthienedioruary
edition of Bat NewsFollowing positive feedback on the workshop booking system in 2007, this will be
repeated. KS is also investigatime possibility of piloting an online booking system. This will also be the
first year that BCT is able to accept credit card payments for conference bookings.

Mitigation conference

We are now (finally!) making good progress on the proceedings, fisittodeanumber of the sessions
completed. It is hoped that we send out initial drafts in late January to those who attended the conference.
This is so that they can check that we have noted down details of their case studies correctly, and in the
hope tlat we will be able to flesh out some case studies where there are details missing.

Once these amendments have been incorporated, the final version will be made available on the website.

Bat care/rehab project

HM has now completed a draft of the guidelioesets and bat carers, based on the outcomes of the best
practice workshop held earlier this year. This has been distributed to workshop attendees for
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comment s/ amendments. Once agreed, this wiUKI be ¢
(funded by BVAWF). It will also be available to bat carers, wildlife hospitals and other similar
establishments.

Once completed, the next stage of the project will be to develop training courses in bat care and
rehabilitation. We are still seekiogi di ng for the devel opment and run
want volunteers to have to pay too much to attend the course.

Professional licensing scheme
HM has started work on this, and is putting together a small panel to help her clanfictheesind take
the project forward.

Staff changes

Mike Fray left us in early November to pursue a foundation course in Countryside Management. He has bee
replaced by Dave Sutton who has settled in well. He has previously worked in various organisdirans
National Trust and English Heritage.
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Surveys & MonitorirfgJules Agate, Philip Briggs, Lucy Wright, Jon Russ,
Helen Miller

Survey Organisation

The table below shows the number of volunteers who have returned data so far this yeanaue ilod

sites they surveyed, compared with the figures for 2006. The final column shows the numbers of volunteers
who we stild]l haven®t hear d?ié.theyrhave notisent iryteem dataore g ar ¢
informed us that they were unalbo carry out the survelhese figures show that there is the potential for

the number of sites surveyed this year to increase further, although at this stage, it is likely that many of
these volunteers will not return data this year. It is encourdngintie figures for 2007 are similar to those

for 2006 despite the bad weather we suffered during the survey period this year.

Survey 2006 2007* No of vols still to
No of vols No of sites No of vols No of sites return data
returning data surveyed returningdata surveyed 2007*

Pipistrelle Colon] 420 520 391 488 313

Count

Serotine Colony | 30 40 30 37 39

Count

Brown long 69 86 61 70 83

eared Colony

Count

Natterern 36 48 31 44 47

Count

Lesser horsesho| 42 57 41 58 26

Colony Count

(England only)

Greater 12 23 14 22 2

horseshoe Colon

Count

Field Survey 192 231 195 229 228

Waterway Surve| 310 378 323 378 238

Woodland Surve| 13 14 12 13 20

Sunset / Sunrise| 126 189 97 145 289

Survey

*As of 8 January 2008

National Bat Colony Survey

59 volunteers have sent in forms to date, compared with 73 in 2006. 20 volunteers have yet to return their
forms or indicate that they were unable to take part. Data have been received from 58 roosts. The NBMP ar
NBCS databases have now been integrated and®BGSare included in the Colony Count figures in the

table above. The number of volunteers participating in the NBCS is gradually declining as no new volunteer
are recruited to this survey, and because some existing volunteers have switched to NBEBUtSIO

surveys instead.

Bats and Roadside Mammals Survey

The survey recording forms, minidiscs and GPS files for 80 separate 24 mile routes were returned in 2007,
totalling 3012km of road surveyed. Seventeen groups participated in the surveyrghvohamiand Black
Country, Cornwall, Central Scotland, Dundee, Clyde, North Ceredigion, Exe, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Esse
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Kent, Warwickshire, Somerset, South Lancashire, Durham and the Isle of Man) with 94 volunteers
participating overall. All of thhecorded sounds were analysed by volunteers. Data analysis was carried out in
November and December. A total of 3839 bats were recorded from 13 bat species/species groups and a tot
of 416 records of other mammal species were recorded from 25 speieiegapgrs. For the majority of

bat species that were encountered in sufficient numbers for analysis the overall encounter rate has been
relatively constant over the three year study period{200%). All the mammal data from the 2005 (4557

bat records412 other mammal records) and 2006 (5107 bat records, 395 other mammal records) surveys
have now been uploaded to the National Biodiversity Netttprk\ww.nbn.org.)kRecords obtained

during 2007 are in the press of being uploaded to the NBN. A volunteer at MTUK has started to carry out
habitat analysis of the data (using control samples) to determine which roadside habitats are important for
mammals. This will be completed in 2008. A student at the Instiaelogy (Zoological Society of

London) used the 2006 survey data to investigate the effect of habitat on bat echolocation calls (Maltby, A.
2007. Withinspecies echolocation call plastiéityariation with foraging habitat iRjpistrellus pipistrellus
(Chiroptera: VespertilionidaB)e 2007 report is currently being edited and will be available by the end of

Jan 2008.

Bechstein®s Survey Project
On 2% October HM, JA and KH met with Frank Greenaway and David Hill to discuss the project. This
includedbackground information on the pilot project and discussion of how the surveys and training should
be structured. The following information was gained from the meeting:
9 Basic structure of the training course
1 Venue and time frame for the course
1 Need for amdditional training course to cover the initial map work. This is where bat groups will
identify all of those woodlands that fit the model criteria. This training session will take place at
Frank®s house on 23 February 2008.
1 Potential bat groups to targgetr the three year project
1 Equipment needed per group
9 Details about the launch event

The Launch Event

This will take place on 7 February 2008 at the Regents Park Conference Centre. Funders, landowners, bat
groups, media contacts, corporate members airdkéguals will be invited to attend. Talks will be given

by Frank/David and a BCT representative to launch the project prior to the first summer survey season.

Bat Groups
Four bat groups were approached to take part in the first survey seasont ghmgesbaere chosen
because of their |l ocation (within the known or g

in the project and resources available.

HM visited Oxfordshire bat group on 29 November to give a talk on the propdst aisited Surrey bat
group on 4 December where she met with experienced bat workers from the groups who are keen to take
part.

A two further bat groups have been approached and have provisionally confirmed their involvement. These
groups are Cornwalhé Carmarthenshire/Glamorgan (who will work together to cover the two areas). A talk
to Cornwall bat group is planned for late January.

CCW Funding

On 5 December HM visited the Forestry Commission office in Neath to use their GIS database. The CCW
Specie€hallenge Fund has provided BCT with funding for the first year of the project. This is dependent on

17


http://www.nbn.org.uk/

BCT Quarterly Report October to Decebitber

the production of a report outlining potenti al E
the Glamorgan/Carmarthenshire areas wemtfidd as containing a number of woodlands matching the
model criteria.

Training Course

A four day training course will take place at Juniper Hall in Surre}20kl&y. The course will be led by

Frank and David and aim to cover all aspects of thet@ofemethodology. Two individuals from each of

the four bat groups will be invited to attend the course. These skills will then be taken back to the rest of the
group so that other individuals involved with the survey can be trained in all aspecpsaétth.

NBMP Waterway Survey/Environment Agency River Habitat Survey predictive model project for
Daubenton®s bats

In October PB spent two days at the EA office in Warrington extracting updated River Habitat Survey data
required for this project. GQAb| ogy data were also required and
Data Unit in Bristol. All data have been sent to Steve Langton who plans to begin work in January on
producing the predictive model altatdaracteristtd. on ®s b e

Volunteer recruitment and support

33 new volunteers were recruited between October and December 2007. A breakdown of recruitment sourc
is shown below. The inclusion of volunteers from the All Ireland Waterway Sordayateaby Bat

Conservation Ireland, has boosted volunteer numbers and increased the site network in Northern Ireland.

Internet 14

All Ireland Waterway Survey

Email

NBMP Sigiup forms

Other NBMP Volunteer

R IN[N|O |00

New Roost Owner

NBMP Training Workshtakks

Workshops OctobeDecember

October
27 Welsh Bat Workers Dagound Analysis Workshop (2 sessions)

November

17thScottish Bat Workers Daysing Your Ears workshop on heterodyne skills delivered by Shirley Pottie,
NBMP regional bat detect@orkshop leader on behalf of the NBMP

17thScottish Bat Workers DajNBMP Sound Analysis Workshop by JA with assistané&ate Barlow,

John Haddow, Neil Middleton and Kirsty Park

On 16tFNovember a training day was also held by JA for the Sbtatieshal Bat Monitoring Programme
Regi onal Bat Detector Workshop Leaders in sound
development.

Meetings and events

1 JA and PB attended the UK Biodiversity Partnership Annual Conference at Avidamnor & ekgrt
from311 October where they | ed two workshops di
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Conservation Trust: Volunteers and environme.]
session.

f JA, PB, LW and KH attended an NBMP Magaigénoup meeting with Jessa Battersby 8n 19
October.

f PB and KH attended the Tracking Mammals Partnership meeting at Deftawenter.

f LW attended the Wetland Vision workshop at Natural England, Peterbo@ulovember.

f PB attended the NatiorBiodiversity Network Conference at the Natural History Museurfi on 16
November.

{ PB attended a Tracking Mammals Partnership meeting at PTEBereftber. This looked into
the feasibility of partner organisationsajyzerating to create a wdlnsed dataanagement system
that can be used by all.

Reports & publications

The 2006 Annual Report was made available to volunteers on the BCT website in December. It will be
publicised by a pressreleasearly2 00 8. The summary r epl®&° i sStpltan e
publication inFebruary

The 2007 Annual Report is to be completed Byplr i | 2008 and subsequent ye
be delivered by the end of the financial year.

Apaper,cavr i tt en by PB, e n nitoring attde WWIT €ondoy Weilland Cenae b at n
comparison with National Bat Monitoring Programr
London Naturalist in December.

NBMP data requests
Between October and December three bat groups completedRIDBIR Supply and Use Agreement form
and were sent an tijp-date data feed containing NBMP data from their bat group areas.

Online bat sound library

This went live in October and is password protected so that it is exclusively for the use of NB&® volunte
and BCT members.
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Bat Groups and Educatfohaura Dunne, Shirley Thompson, Anne
Youngman, Richard Dodd

Bat Group OfficérLaura Dunne

| joined BCT on 9th November 2007. Therefore my activities this quarter have included getting up to
speedonthe peci fics of the Bat Group Officer role ani

Bat Groups
| attended a talk at the Sussex Bat Group on 4th December. | have also arranged to give a talk on bats
and mitigation to the Surrey Bat Group on 21st Fghrua

Following a third appeal for bat group information sent 23rd November, BCT now holds completed

activity data sheets for 43 local groups. Using the information provided, web sheets have been

prepared for all 43 groups and these have beenreturndd® gr oup ®s mai n contact .
of 31st December, we have received finalafiginom 30 groups. | have been designing a slightly

new | ayout for the -find your | ocal group® ar ea
as partof this in early 2008.

Following discussions between Martin Newman, Steesghrand I, a draft bat group area was

created within the BIRS database in November. The aim is to consolidate all bat group contact

information into one place, making it meffcient and more easily accessible to new users. Work

will continue on this after our -future of Bl RSG

Regional representation
| requested an update on the status of regional meetings o&3dnber. Responses received from
the English regional representatives are summarised in the table below.

Region Status

North-east England| Regional meetings no longer held due to poor attendance. The regional
representative (John Drewett) emails local groups prior to the bat group for
However, beyond this, groups prefer to focus on the local, rather than regig
level.

North-west Englang No meetings have been held in recent years. However, the regional contac
Graham) is keen to start proceedings up again, and has mpatlyibiooked a
meeting room for 2danuary.

West Midlands Meetings are held regularly. The next is booked\aréh 2008.

East Midlands Regional meetings are held twice a year.

Southwest England No meetings have been held in recent yeamseudo, the regional contadaf
Freeman) is now trying to organise a pilot meeting for 2008, to discuss the
feasibility of starting something on a more regular basis in the future.
South England There is no regional representative for this area at presen

East Anglia No response received.

Southeast England Regional meetings not held.

| will be attending the West Midlands regional meeting in March and thewsttEngland regional
meeting towards the end of January.
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Mail outs

14/11/07 Introdation email

23/11/07 Request for Bat Group information (Attachment: Blank Bat Group data sheet)
29/11/07 Incidents of bat rabies in France

29/11/07 Bat €bulletin

30/11/07 BCT Review update (Attachment: BCT Review Plan)

03/12/07 National bat conference 80Gslots for Local Bat groups

03/12/07 Request for stories for Bat News

03/12/07 Details of the Bat Group Forum (Attachment: Minutes from September meeting)
19/12/07 Results of SNH 2007 research on bats

Bat News
In collaboration with Jaime Eastham arnidehThompson, | have been collating and editing local Bat
Group stories for the Spring 2008 issue.

Bat ebulletin

The Novemberlaulletin (Issue 9) went out on 29th November. The bulletin comprised the following
articles:

Online bat sound library n@awailable on BCT website

Concerns over the new Planning Bill

Successful bat crime prosecution in Carmarthenshire

Bats in The Times

Anot her successful Scottish Bat Workers® Conf
Bats for Christmas!

2008 BCT Training Brochure now available

Bats in Intenational Forestry Scholarships for 2008

SPONSORED ADVERT: Project Ecologist (bats), Hampshire

=4 =4 =48 8 _8_9_4a_-9_2

The January edition (Issue 10) is in progress.

Bat Group Forum
| have booked the University of Leicester for the forum on 2nd February 2008. A taikevilbge g
Dani Linton on her doctor al research -Bat Acti vi

Events
I have registered BCT on the exhibitor waiting list for the 2008 Birdfair, due to be held on 15th, 16th
and 17th August.

Honorary Edwation Officer Shirley Thompson

Publications

BCT

EditedYoung Batwork@l

On Editorial Committee fBat New84

Produced text for interpretive boards at Tattershall Church, Lincolnshire

Local

Edited Kent Bat Group October Newsletter
Wrote article dr Newsletter of Kent and Medway Biological Record Centre
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