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BAT GROUPS FORUM  
 

ACTION POINTS FROM MEETING ON 25 
MAY 2005 

 
2. Minutes of meeting held on 16th February 2005 
 

 RD to re-format minutes with Action Points on a separate sheet. 
 

 BCT to send out minutes earlier. 
 

3. Matters arising 
 

 ST to prepare a definition of óactiveô voluntary bat worker in 
collaboration with SM and this to be discussed at next Forum 
meeting. 

 

 AC/KP to arrange meeting between Defra, Scottish Executive, 
National Assembly of Wales, SNCOs and BCT to discuss habitat 
regulations and licensing. 

 

 CCn would send examples of English Natureôs definitions of a 
ódwelling houseô to BCT. 

 

 BCT to update bat groups on new membership rates. 
 

 CC to report on progress with the woodland management 
questionnaire  at the next Forum. 

 

 BCT to report back to Forum upon completion of the Roost Owner 
Pack. 
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 BCT to suspend on-line discussion forum until further notice. 
 
4. BCT Forum Report 
 
NBMP update 
 

 CC to liaise with CCW over greater horseshoe bat data.  
 
Helpline update 
 

 Regional Representatives to ask for helpline volunteers. 
 

 CH to contact all helpline volunteers to agree reasonable time 
guidelines for call outs. 

 
5. Rabies 
 

 Regional Representatives to inform bat groups that all bat bites 
should be reported to BCT helpline for monitoring. 

 

 SNCOs to inform bat groups that all bat bites are reported to BCT 
helpline for monitoring. 

 

 CH to inform all current bat workers of BCT guidance regarding bat 
bites and in cases where rabies is suspected. 

 
 
6. Humane Killing of Captive Bats 
 

 BCT to contact RSPCA to seek comments regarding humane 
methods of killing bats. 

 

 BCT to contact appropriate veterinary authority with regards to 
charging of euthanizing bats and practice charges for such activities. 

 
 
8. BCT Role in Local Bat Conservation Issues 
 

 English Nature to follow up on the Norfolk case and report back 
outcome to next Forum. 

 

 BCT to write to Defra with regards to the licensing procedure. 
 

 Batworkers to notify BCT of cases where the licensing procedure 
does not appear to be working 
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10. Future Operation of Bat Group Forum 
 

 NT to take over as Chair of Bat Group Forum meeting following the 
conference and AGM in September 2005 

 

 SM to become Bat Group Forum Secretary with immediate effect. 
 
11. Nominations and Voting for Bat Group Trustee Representation 
 

 Gail Armstrong and Bill Parker to be nominated as bat group 
representatives on Board of Trustees.  

 
12. Bat Groups and the SNCOôs 
 

 English Nature local teams to report to local bat groups about bat 
case work upon request. 

 

 English Nature to nationally report the volume of work put in by 
volunteer bat workers. 

 

 English Nature to encourage more mentioning of volunteer input to 
their bat work. 

 

 English Nature to supply RH and NT with numbers of licensed bat 
workers in each of their counties. 

 
13. Bat Group Support Fund 
 

 SM to prepare application form and circulate for final comments. 
 
14, Nominations for Pete Guest Award 
 

 Regional Representatives to invite bat groups to nominate 
candidates report back to SM. 

 

 SM to inform ST and AG of nominations and to begin judging. 
 
15. European Bat Night 
 

 Regional Representatives to contact bat groups and encourage the 
organisation of events for European Bat Weekend (27-29 August) 
and report on these  to Sarah Leggett at BCT. 
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Minutes of a meeting of the Bat Groups 
Forum 

held on Wednesday 25
th

 May 2005 at 1PM 
in the Euston Room, Friends House, 

Euston Road, London 
 
 
 
In attendance 
Caitriona Carlin  English Nature      (CCn) 
Colin Catto  Director of Conservation and Monitoring, BCT  (CC) 
Amy Coyte  Chief Executive, BCT     (AC) 
Richard Dodd  Welsh Bat Officer, BCT & minutes   (RD) 
John Goldsmith  Norfolk Bat Group      (JG) 
Angela Graham  North West England Regional Representative  (AG) 
Roger Havard  Anglia Regional Representative    (RH) 
Colin Higgins  Helpline Officer, BCT     (CH) 
Jean Matthews  Countryside Council for Wales    (JM) 
Simon Mickleburgh  Bat Group Officer, BCT     (SM) 
Val Sutton   South East England Regional Representative  (VS) 
Esther Thomas  West Wales Regional Representative   (ET) 
Shirley Thompson  Honorary Education Officer, BCT    (ST) 
Nick Tomlinson  Dorset Bat Group      (NT) 
Tony Vetta   South England Regional Representative &  

BCT Trustee       (TV) 
Sheila Wright  Chair, East Midlands Regional Representative   

& BCT Trustee      (SW) 
Anne Youngman  Scottish Bat Officer, BCT     (AY) 
 
1. Apologies 
Kathryn Birch  North Wales Regional Representative 
Mike Castle  North Wales Regional Representative 
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Rebecca Collins West Midlands Regional Representative 
John Drewett  North East England Regional Representative 
Kurt Goodman FCPR (EN Framework Contractor) 
Liz Higgs  Independent Consultant (EN Framework Contractor) 
Tony Mitchell-Jones English Nature 
Sally Phillips   Cumbrian contractor for EN bat casework 
Paola Reason Creswells Associates (EN Framework Contractor) 
Chris Shaw   Cornwall contractor for EN bat casework 
 
2. Minutes of meeting held on 16th February 2005 
SW introduced and welcomed SM to the Bat Group Forum. 
RH asked if Action Points could be put on a separate sheet and minutes be 
circulated quicker.    
 

ACTION ï RD to re-format minutes with Action 
Points on a separate sheet 

    ACTION ï BCT to send out minutes earlier 
 
The minutes were agreed as a correct record of the meeting. 
 
3. Matters arising 
SM circulated the BCT update at the start of the meeting (Appendix 1). ST asked 
if there was a definition of an óactiveô voluntary bat worker. The Forum thought 
that a definition would be welcomed.  
 

ACTION ï ST to prepare a definition of óactiveô 
voluntary bat worker in collaboration with SM and 
this to be discussed at next Forum meeting  

 
JM reported difficulties with regards to habitat regulations and licensing with 
CCW, particularly relating to Favourable Conservation Status criteria. She would 
like other SNCOôs and BCT to discuss this further.  
 

ACTION ï AC/KP to arrange meeting between 
Defra, Scottish Executive, National Assembly of 
Wales, SNCOs and BCT to discuss habitat 
regulations and licensing 
 

There was a discussion relating to the definition of a ódwelling houseô. CCn 
commented that English Nature had discussed definitions of a ódwelling houseô 
but that no single definition was suitable for all situations; all could be legally 
challenged.  
 

ACTION ï CCn would send examples of ENôs 
definitions of a ódwelling house to BCT 
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JM reported that CCW data were now compatible with the National Biodiversity 
Network format. 
 
VS asked what the new rate for combined BCT/Bat Group membership would be. 
AC stated that it would be £27.50, including £5 to go to the local bat group.  
 

ACTION ï BCT to update bat groups on new 
membership rates. 

 
 
SW asked about progress with the woodland management questionnaire. CC 
reported that draft was now ready and he would report back once the 
questionnaire had been finalised.  
 

ACTION ï CC to report on progress with the 
woodland management questionnaire at the next 
Forum. 

 
SW asked about the Operation Bat CD. NT reported that a copy of CD had been 
sent to each bat group contact after the last Forum. 
 
SW asked about standard Roost Owner Pack. CC reported that BCT was still 
working on the pack.  
 

ACTION ï BCT to report back to Forum upon 
completion of the Roost Owner Pack. 
 

SW asked about the online discussion forum. SM reported that a strategy was 
required to ensure BCT communicates most effectively with bat groups and 
batworkers across the UK and questioned if an online forum was an appropriate 
to achieve this. Bat Workers Post worked at present but it was time consuming in 
the formatting stage; it was a highly useful way of disseminating information, 
however it got out of date quickly. NT reported that online trial was of limited 
success and moderating the discussion forum may not be productive in terms of 
current resources. The Forum agreed that the online discussion forum should be 
suspended until further notice.  
 

ACTION ï BCT to suspend on-line discussion 
forum until further notice. 

 
4. BCT Forum Report 
 
NBMP update 
CC reported that: 

 180 volunteers had attended training days. 



Bat Group Forum Minutes: May 2005 

From: www.bats.org.uk 

7 

 

 The barbastelle woodland survey guidelines were currently being worked 
on. 

 The English Nature colony count data were to be incorporated with BCT 
data. 

 The Bats and Roadside Mammals Survey was now underway with the first 
transects data sent to Jon Russ. 

 The Annual Report was being written with a glossy summary document 
designed by Esther Collis (BCT); .this will incorporate national trends so 
as to highlight efforts in each region across the UK. CC praised the highly 
valued efforts of Jules Agate, Esther Collis and Phillip Briggs in providing 
the training of volunteers, managing the data and producing the results. 

ST also thanked BCT for recognition given to bat groups and their efforts with the 
surveys in last report. 
JM reported that local authority monies were available in Gwynedd for bat work 
and could be used for sonogram analysis. 
CC also reported on the designing of a greater horseshoe bat data protocol with 
English Nature. JM asked for similar consultation with CCW and to provide data 
for discussion.  
 

ACTION ï CC to liaise with CCW over greater 
horseshoe bat data.  

 
Helpline update 
CH reported that: 

 This year, 15 volunteers were on the out-of-hours helpline. 

 One bat bite incident was reported out-of-hours, highlighting the need for 
the service. 

 More volunteers were welcomed. 
 

ACTION ï Regional Representatives to ask for 
helpline volunteers. 

 
AC thanked all the helpline volunteers for providing their time and support. 
VS asked what would constitute a reasonable curfew time for call outs by 
helpline volunteers. 
 

ACTION ï CH to contact all helpline volunteers to 
agree reasonable time guidelines for call outs. 

 
5. Rabies 
AC updated the meeting on the active research project in England and Scotland. 
In England, 4.2% of Daubentonôs were found to be antibody positive. One 
serotine was also found with antibodies present. However, with only one sample, 
the VLA recommend further research before drawing any conclusions regarding 
EBLV1 presence in serotines in the UK. In Scotland they have used a separate 
lab to analyse antibody levels and the results were not due out until June 2005. 
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BCT will notify bat groups as soon as more information is available ï BCT 
understands the results for Scotland in terms of antibody level will be higher then 
England, in the range of 22-30%.  
 
SW asked on behalf of a bat group in her region, if all bats that have bitten 
someone are to be euthanized. The concern was that healthy bats might end up 
being destroyed unnecessarily. The group wondered whether the treatment given 
to the bitten individual would be the same whether the bat was destroyed or not. 
AC responded that because the science in relation to bats and rabies is evolving 
rapidly Defra is currently drawing up new guidelines (a decision tree) in relation 
to what happens to bats in bat bite incidents. The BCT is pleased that Defra has 
decided that during this bat season the decisions will be taken on a case by case 
basis and therefore is not  issuing a blank euthanizing policy (as they do in 
continental Europe). BCT recommends that all bat groups work with BCT this 
season to enable the case by case approach to work.  Therefore BCT asks all 
batworkers to notify the BCT helpline any bat bite cases so that we can ensure 
Defra has the relevant bat knowledge in making the decision and to ensure we 
monitor the situation 
 
BCT is working with Defra to ensure the decision tree takes into account issues 
such as the vaccination status of the person bitten, the species involved and 
whether the member of the public is keen to ensure the bat is not euthanized, 
which is often the case.  Obviously we are working to ensure bats are not 
euthanized unnecessarily.   However BCT understands the need to, in some 
cases, euthanize the bat for this may be important in the treatment of the 
member of the public (both physical and psychological) and may guide research.  
The BCT has written to Defra to ask for clarification of the legal argument which 
they use when euthanizing bats and is awaiting a reply.  BCT clarified that bat 
workers are not asked to euthanize healthy bats in such cases this is the role of 
the State Veterinary Vets. 
 
RH noted that Defra vets had to be used to euthanize bats but asked what 
happened to a householder who had to wait until either a vet arrived or the bats 
was taken away by a bat worker? AC responded that Defra understood that what 
to advise the public regarding handling the bat is the decision of the expert, 
following the good practice guidelines. AY mentioned that not all those bitten by a 
bat could ideally be given post-exposure vaccination due to a variety of situations 
(e.g. pregnancy).  
 

ACTION ï Regional Representatives to inform bat 
groups that all bat bites should be reported to 
BCT helpline. 
 
ACTION ï SNCOs to inform bat groups that all bat 
bites are reported to BCT helpline  
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AC reported that if you suspected a bat had rabies then it is vital to follow the 
guidelines notifying Animal Health Office and HPA and also this should be 
reported to BCT. 
 

ACTION ï CH to inform all current bat workers of 
BCT guidance regarding bat bites and in cases 
where rabies is suspected 

 
RH noted that not all vets were vaccinated against rabies and that not all bird 
ringers were aware of bats and rabies issues. NT commented that BTO was well 
informed about bats and rabies in relation to catching bats in mist nets and that it 
was also covered in the bird-ringers manual and in several BTO updates, so bird-
ringers should be fully aware of any implications of handling bats. 
 
6. Humane Killing of Captive Bats 
SW reported that a bat carer in her region has raised this issue in relation to the 
current recommendation for humanely killing bats, - which is to break the neck by 
applying pressure. The carer claimed it is often difficult to humanely kill a young 
bat using this method, due to incomplete ossification of the bones. She had 
heard that in the USA some bone fide bat workers are allowed to keep pre-filled 
syringes of a euthanizing agent for such situations, and wondered if the same 
could be done in the UK. 
 
AC reported that she had spoken to DEFRA about this and they had replied that 
vets have to undergo lengthy and extensive training before they are allowed to 
handle and inject such agents, and that there was no way that UK bat carers 
would be permitted to use them. JG commented that keeping a good relationship 
with your local veterinary practice was the best policy in such situations and that 
he felt that euthanizing of bats should only be done by vets.  

ACTION ï BCT to contact RSPCA to seek 
comments regarding humane methods of killing 
bats. 
ACTION ï BCT to contact appropriate veterinary 
authority with regards to charging of euthanizing 
bats and practice charges for such activities. 

 
7. Training 
SW asked if BCT would be expanding workshops to include volunteers rather 
than just consultants. CC stated that volunteer workshops were based around 
the NBMP and there were no current plans to expand BCT courses. AC noted 
that BCT was currently applying for a Heritage Lottery Fund grant to assess bat 
groupsô and bat workersô requirements. 
 
8. BCT Role in Local Bat Conservation Issues 
JG raised the issue of a colony of Daubentonôs bats in Norfolk that had been 
monitored for the past 70 years. Up to 400 bats had been recorded from the site, 
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including males and females. The roost was in an underground chamber on a 
water treatment site. JG had grave concerns over actions undertaken by the 
water company which he felt threatened the future existence of the roost. The 
water company had undertaken the work under a Defra licence.  CCn reported 
that the water company was willing to allow the bats back into the building as 
long as it was safe. The Defra licence was issued on an emergency basis in 
order that the building could be repaired, as any delay to the engineering works 
could potentially have led to a loss of the building and the bats themselves. JG 
felt that English Nature was getting a one-sided view from the water company 
and that they had not consulted the bat group for their opinion, otherwise an 
alternative approach would have been suggested. 
 
AC pointed out that there were two-sides to this case.  A discussion on BCTôs 
role in such issues followed.  It was agreed that as BCT was not directly involved 
in this case and BCTôs voice was best placed in working with Defra to ensure that 
the licensing procedures were appropriate.  It is clear that in many cases an 
independent structural survey would be appropriate (bat workers reported that in 
some cases buildings were said to be falling down when this was not the case).   
 
Other licensing issues were discussed such as decisions on FCS. JM mentioned 
that the conditions of a licence for remedial works after the expiry date of the 
licence may not be legally standing once six weeks have passed. CCn stated 
that English Nature recommended that a licence should run to the end of the 
monitoring period. 
 
BCT ask bat groups to inform BCT of concrete cases where they feel the 
licensing procedure is not working to the spirit of the directive ï these will be 
helpful in BCTôs discussions with Defra, the Scottish Executive and the National 
Assembly of Wales. 
 

ACTION ï English Nature to follow up on the 
Norfolk case and report back outcome to next 
Forum. 
ACTION ï BCT to write to Defra with regards to 
the licensing procedure. 
ACTION ï Bat Workers notify BCT of cases where 
the licensing procedure does not appear to be 
working 

 
9. Bat Group updates 
See Appendix 2 for updates from across the regions. 
 
10. Future Operation of Bat Group Forum 
NT reported that at the last Forum meeting it was proposed that a Chairperson 
and Secretary for the Forum be nominated.  ST proposed NT as next Forum 
Chair, seconded by TV. All agreed 
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ACTION ï NT to take over as Chair of Bat Group 
Forum meeting following the conference and AGM 
in September 2005 

 
The post of Secretary was discussed and it was agreed that the major role was 
to ensure that the minutes are sent out on time, the venue booked and 
representatives informed. Therefore, the post would be best filled by someone 
from BCT. SM agreed to take over the role of Secretary and this was agreed.  
 

ACTION ï SM to become Bat Group Forum 
Secretary with immediate effect. 

 
11. Nominations and Voting for Bat Group Trustee Representation 
SW reported that Gail Armstrong and Bill Parker have been nominated as bat 
group forum representatives, and will therefore be proposed for election as 
Trustees at the AGM. There were no objections to these nominations from the 
table.  
 

ACTION ï Gail Armstrong and Bill Parker to be 
recommended to the Board of Trustees as bat 
group representatives on Board of Trustees. . 

 
12. Bat Groups and the SNCOôs 
NT requested that summaries of roost visits undertaken by local bat groups on 
behalf of the local EN team be made generally available.   
 

ACTION ï English Nature local teams to report to 
local bat groups about bat case work upon 
request. 
 
ACTION ï English Nature to nationally report the 
volume of work put in by volunteer bat workers. 

 
TV noted that there was little mention of volunteer activity in English Nature 
publications.  
 

ACTION ï English Nature to encourage greater 
recognition of volunteer bat workers in their 
publications. 

 
CCn reported that there was likely to be more contracting out of species work in 
the future as this was of lower priority to site work within English Nature. 
However, English Nature staff were very keen to undertake species training 
courses as they currently do not have the knowledge to provide best advice. 
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AC expressed concern that Natural England (the soon to be created public 
nature conservation agency in England) would inherit limited resources and 
where would species work fit ï she asked the question as to whether there is a 
role for more direct delivery by the voluntary sector. 
 
RH asked for the number of licensed bat workers in his county.  
 

ACTION ï English Nature to supply RH and NT 
with numbers of licensed bat workers in each of 
their counties. 

 
13. Bat Group Support Fund 
AC gave overview of the BGSF (Appendix 3), with monies coming from sales, 
initially via Phil Richardson but now through Alana Ecology. There was currently 
around £2,500 in the Fund. Comments on discussion paper were welcomed. JG 
asked if the grant could be limited to £200 per applicant so more grants could be 
made. ST asked if other sources of funding could be highlighted on the 
application form. All agreed that there should be a £400 maximum but that this 
did not mean that all awards would be £400, only those of outstanding merit. 
Also, no matching funding would be necessary and each bat group should submit 
the latest copy of their bank statement so it would be possible to assess their 
financial needs. It was agreed that a Review Committee be established to look at 
applications and recommend grants; this would consist of SM, ST and SW.  
 

ACTION ï SM to prepare application form and 
circulate for final comments. 

 
14, Nominations for Pete Guest Award 
SM thanked ST for organising the design and production of the Pete Guest 
Award. Phil Richardson and Frank Greenaway were nominated for this yearôs 
award. NT asked if the nominations could also include outstanding volunteers. 
SW agreed but emphasised that the deadline for nominations would be 6 June 
2005.  
 

ACTION ï Regional Representatives to invite bat 
groups to nominate candidates report back to SM. 
ACTION ï SM to inform ST and AG of nominations 
and to begin judging. 

 
 
15. European Bat Night 
SM asked that anyone who was organising events for this summer to remember 
that European Bat Weekend was on 27-29 August and let Sarah Leggett at BCT 
know as soon as possible of any events which would then be advertised on the 
BCT website.  
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ACTION ï Regional Representatives to contact 
bat groups and encourage the organisation of 
events for European Bat Weekend (27-29 August) 
and report on these  to Sarah Leggett at BCT. 

 
16. A.O.B. 
AG asked if anyone could recommend a suitable breathable roof liner to collect 
droppings. RH noted that Patty Briggs of the Herts & Middx bat group would be a 
good contact point. Patty recommends that anyone who has a problem with bat 
droppings and urine in lofts tries the Absorbent & Waterproof Protective Sheets 
that are on sale in B&Q. CH noted that a fabric called Monoperm has been used 
in the past and he had recommended this material before. 
 
ST noted that the government would be selling off some of its land, most notably 
that belonging to the Ministry of Defence and the National Health Service. This 
could have implications for bats.   
 
17. Date of Next Meeting 
Next meeting will be on Friday 2nd September 2005, at the UK Bat Conference 
at the University of York. 
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Appendix 1 
Bat Group Forum ï Update Paper 

 
 

 

 

Helpline/EN  
 
Telephone and postal enquiries in April were up an astonishing 60% from last 
year, suggesting it will be a busy summer.  BCT will be taking on English Nature 
casework for Surrey from 1st June, in addition to the five regions already covered. 
 

Eurobats update 
 
Colin Catto and Katie Parsons from BCT attended the 10th meeting of the 
Advisory Committee of the Eurobats Agreement in Slovakia at the end of April. 
BCT is invited to Eurobats as a non-governmental observer; the main body of the 
delegation comprises government officials from European states that are party to 
the Agreement. The main work of the meeting took place on the second day 
when several working groups convened to discuss and plan future work. Among 
these were a wind turbine working group, which decided to develop guidelines for 
surveying, and an overground roost working group that has produced a 
questionnaire to investigate potential conflicts arising when bats inhabit buildings 
of cultural heritage importance.  
 
Tony Mitchell-Jones from English Nature presented the results of a working 
group to compile a list of important underground roost sites across Europe. This 
list may provide a useful starting point for a pan-European monitoring 
programme, an idea derived at a workshop held jointly by BCT and Defra in 
London in April, and presented at Eurobats by Colin. The UK also presented a 
discussion paper to explore the ways in which the European range states deal 
with situations when humans and bats come into conflict, for example when a 
person wishes to remove bats from their home, or when a building containing a 
roost is earmarked for destruction. It was interesting to hear how these scenarios 
are dealt with in different countries. While in Bratislava, BCT had an informal 
lunch meeting with representatives of NGOs across Europe (including France, 
Italy, Lithuania, Poland and Estonia). It was useful to hear how their bat group 
networks operate and we hope we can benefit from further exchange of 
knowledge in the future.  
 
 


