Bat Group Forum: 4" February 2006
From: www.bats.org.uk

ACTION POINTS FROM BAT GROUP FORUM MEETING 4™ FEBRUARY
2006

4. BCT Forum Report
Action: BCT to circulate the literature review for the highways guidelines.
Action: BCT to put out a circular for more information about insulation
companies refusing to carry out work because of bat presence and to approach

relevant bodies.

Action: BCT to gather more information on the waterwatch project and report
back to the Forum

Action: BCT to make the Bat Group Support Fund form available on the
website, bat groups can also email SM for a form.

5. Rabies Update

Action: BCT to finalise the bat bite policy by the end of March.

Action: BCT to find out more about general vaccination policies within zoos.
7. Bat photography

Action: BCT to seek more information about Good Practice Guidelines for
photography

10. Resources
10a. Bat Group Development Guide

Action: Feedback on this guide to be received by the end of April. The guide
will be discussed at the next Forum meeting in May.

13. Any Other Business

Tyvek
Action: Appeal to bat workers for any experience or information about tyvek.
BCT will seek feedback from the building regulations.

BBC Breathing Space Campaign
Action: BCT to circulate this information to Forum representatives to get
feedback on this subject.

14. Dates and Locations of Next Meetings
Action: date and location of next meeting to be finalised.
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1. Apologies for absence

Apologies received from:

Gail Armstrong BCT Trustee

Joan Childs RSPB

Amy Coyte BCT Chief Executive

Jan Freeborn South West England Regional Rep
Roger Havard Anglia Regional Rep

Tony Mitchell Jones English Nature

Bill Parker BCT Trustee

Shirley Pottie North Scotland Regional Rep
Alison Rasey BCT Investigations Officer

Rob Raynor Scottish Natural Heritage

Paola Reason Cresswells Associates

Keith Rogers South Wales Regional Rep

Roger Selman Manx Bat Group

Julia Summerton Joint West Midlands Regional Rep
Sheila Wright East Midlands Regional Rep

2. Minutes of Forum Meeting of 2 September 2005

ST drew attention to the latest Bat Conservation International article on wind farms.
SM stated that he had some more information on this in the office and could be
contacted for more details.

The minutes were then accepted as an accurate record of the meeting.
3. Matters Arising

HM gave an update on the Out of Hours Service that the BCT Helpline team run.
e 12 households took part last year and the helpline team would ideally like to
have 20 households taking part this summer.
e BCT are looking into a new system which will allow the weekend shifts to be
split up.
e BCT are also looking to hold a training day in Wales.

Since the last Forum, a draft of the Bat Group Development Guide has been circulated
- this was discussed further under Agenda Item 10.

In the next few weeks following the Forum BCT will circulate a standard letter for
GPs regarding free rabies vaccinations. IR asked if the letter will include information
about titre levels done through the CCW system. SM replied that booster vaccination
and titre test research is taking place at the moment, this information will be sent
round when it is available.
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ST commented that even if the GP can’t charge for injections they can still charge for
the paperwork. EL mentioned that this can be refunded through English Nature.

IM will clarify CCW’s policy.

BCT will bring up these issues at the next European Bat Lyssavirus Group meeting in
March 2006. SM asked that he be informed of any other issues to be brought up in
this meeting.

4. BCT Forum Report

Amy Coyte sent her apologies for not being able to make the meeting. KH was
introduced as the new Director of Conservation for BCT.

BCT Helpline
HM gave an update on the BCT Helpline

e The Helpline has taken over 8000 calls in 2005 as well as another 850 through
the Out of Hours service run by volunteers.

e Since the last Bat Group Forum, BCT has taken on the contract work for the
Thames and Chiltern English Nature region. BCT now organises 8 regions in
total.

e Compared to 2004/5 the Helpline has still been very busy over the winter
months and call volumes for January are 28% higher that those recorded for
2005.

HM expressed BCT’s thanks to all volunteers and bat workers associated with the
helpline team.

IR mentioned his concerns about the Helpline; he discussed examples of calls he had
received as a voluntary bat carer that were too far from him geographically. IR also
mentioned that he has a number of colleagues within the bat group who are vaccinated
and willing to pick up injured bats but are not on BCT’s list as they had not sent in a
vaccination certificate.

HM discussed the importance of having proof of rabies vaccinations and offered to
discuss this with IR and hopefully get contact details of potential carers.

HM will work with RD to produce a map showing the location of bat carers within
Wales that can be used by the helpline staff and Out of Hours volunteers to match
calls with local carers. RD will also help to provide information on the local groups
highlighting the knowledge and skills available.

NT suggested that a UK map for bat carers be produced and sent to local bat groups
which would highlight particular areas where more help and carers are needed.

Publications
Young Batworker

ST updated the Forum on the new look Young Batworker:
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e Like Bat News, Young Batworker will be three 12-page issues a year.

e The centre page will be a pull out for teachers.

e It is hoped that the teacher’s membership will be charged at the concessionary
rate even if they are not a BCT member

BCT Quarterly Report

SM pointed out that the BCT Quarterly Report will now be received when it is
produced for the trustees. SM will circulate this when it is ready and update at the
next Forum meeting.

Woodland Management Guidelines and Highways Agency Guidelines

NT asked if the literature review for both of these guidelines was available to bat
groups? CC commented that EN provided the research report for the Woodland
Guidelines which can be downloaded from their website.

Action: BCT to circulate the literature review for the highways
guidelines.

NT also asked if bat groups would have a role to play in monitoring mitigation? This
was discussed by the Forum and SM will follow up on concerns raised.

Insulation Work

IR has found that some insulation companies will refuse to undertake work where bats
are concerned. EL commented that Cresswells have had similar problems. ST also
reported on a case where even after an English Nature advice letter had been issued
companies were still unwilling to do the work.

Action: BCT to put out a circular for more information about insulation
companied refusing to carry out work because of bat presence and
approach relevant bodies.

Waterwatch —a multitaxon riverside project

NT asked for clarification on the species to be targeted. KH reported that this was
likely to include plant identification and that this information could be collected
during a daylight walk of the site. Concerns were noted about the increased amount of
volunteer time this would need and also on the reliability of data for volunteers with
limited botanical skills.

Action: BCT to gather more information on the Waterwatch project and
report back to the Forum

Bat Group Support Fund
Information had been sent out to the bat groups; the aim was that a downloadable

form would be available from the BCT website. SM reported that few applications
had been made.
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Action: BCT to make the bat group support fund form available on the
website, bat groups can also email SM for a form.

5. Rabies update

Last year’s bat bite policy meant that each bite was dealt with on a case by case basis,
something that BCT had argued for. SM reported that the policy for 2006 was not yet
confirmed. If it not finalised by Defra before, this policy will be addressed at the
European Bat Lyssavirus Group meeting in March 2006.

Action: BCT to finalise the bat bite policy by the end of March.

ST questioned whether all consultants, vets and zoo workers who come into contact
with bats were vaccinated against rabies? EL confirmed that all consultants at
Cresswells were vaccinated as a precaution against working with animals.

Action: BCT to find out more about general vaccination policies within
Z00s.

SM also discussed the rabies testing at Veterinary Laboratories Agency who were still
encouraging bat groups to send in dead bats especially any Daubenton'’s or serotines.
The VLA had said that even dry or desiccated bats could be sent in as they may still
be suitable for testing.

A VLA press release for last years active surveillance in Scotland came out on 30"
June 2005; JH asked if the accompanying report was available? SM agreed to raise
this question at the European Bat Lyssavirus Group meeting in March 2006 if nothing
had been heard prior to this.

6. Changes to European Regulations

The Forum was updated on a ruling in October 2005 in the European Court against
the UK Government regarding their interpretation of the Habitats Regulations. The
upshot of the ruling was that the ‘incidental result of a lawful action' defence with
regards killing/disturbance of a protected species was no longer valid. This has led to
there being proposed changes to the Habitats Regulations - BCT would be closely
monitoring and commenting on these changes.

7. Bat photography

JM reported back on a discussion with Tom McOwat, the concern being the use of
digital cameras had increased the number of photos being taken within roosts which
could increase the amount of disturbance. The Bat Workers Manual stated that
incidental pictures in a roof could be taken but a special licence would be needed for
flash photography. More information was needed on this.

Action: BCT to seek more information about Good Practice Guidelines
for photography
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8 . Definition of O&éderelict building

KB discussed the definition of a 'derelict building' in Wales;
e Case study: a house over 20 years old with no electricity or running water had
a lesser horseshoe roost in it. The house was now being renovated but may not
need a licence if the building was considered to be a dwelling house.
e There appeared to be differences between Welsh Assembly Government and
Defra development licences, in particular relating to the definition of a derelict
building and when it was habitable space.

CC stated that English Nature had no definition of a dwelling house. JM commented
that a joint definition was needed between WAG and CCW.

9. Reporting Bat Crime

On behalf of Alison Rasey, who could not be present, SM reported that BCT were
still interested in potential bat crime cases to follow up on. SM asked that bat groups
still continue to send information or particular questions on this to Alison.

10. Resources
10a. Bat Group Development Guide

This guide was originally produced by Julia Hanmer in 1999; a copy of this was
circulated to all attendees prior to the Forum. SM wanted to know;
1. Was this document useful to bat groups?
2. Was there any additional information that the guide needed as well as anything
that should be removed?

Action: Feedback on this guide to be received by the end of April. The guide
would be discussed at the next Forum meeting in May.

10b. Bat e-Bulletin

SM reported on the first issue of the Bat e-Bulletin;

e This was sent out at the end of November 2005 and the Forum agreed that this
had been a useful document.

e The second edition would be sent out in the few weeks following the Forum
and then on a monthly basis after this.

¢ Since its launch over 2100 people had signed up to receive the bulletin.

e Any individuals or bat groups wishing to receive this would need to sign up
through the BCT website.

e SM appealed for any information that bat groups would like to see in the Bat

e-Bulletin.
10c. Discussion Forum

Since the last Bat Group Forum SM reported a renewed interest in the BCT
Discussion Forum. It was agreed that the Discussion Forum would be open to anyone
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for general bat discussion. Individuals could sign up to the Discussion Forum through
the BCT website. CS asked whether the Discussion Forum would be moderated? SM
replied that there was not sufficient staff time at present to fully moderate the
Discussion Forum - he did check the Forum regularly and there did not appear to be
any concerns about inappropriate usage.

11. EN Policy on Exclusion

JD brought up concerns raised by some north-east England batworkers over
exclusions. Some batworkers were concerned that not enough was being done to
encourage homeowners to keep their roosts.

CC confirmed that there was no EN policy on exclusions. She also outlined the
approach taken when dealing with callers who were unhappy with their bats. Finding
out exactly what the concerns were and providing the caller with general information
about bats was the basic approach. HM and EL both agreed with this approach.

HM discussed a particular case that she was aware of though the Helpline that had
been brought up by some batworkers in the north-east. It was agreed that attempts
should always be made to provide positive bat related information in advice letters.
The particular case in question also highlighted the need for batworkers to fill out in
full the recommendations section of the roost report form. HM will discuss this
further at a contractor meeting with the north-east batworkers.

12. Bat Group Updates
See Appendix.
13. Any Other Business

Tyvek

JM asked the Forum about the use of the roofing material Tyvek within bat roosts. The
Bat Mitigation Guidelines suggested that it should be avoided as bats were unable to
hang to it. JM reported on a case where a brown long-eared bat colony was thriving in
a roost that contained this material. The Tyvek had been ripped off by the bats’ claws.
However she also noted that one area was so degraded that a dead baby bat was found
caught up in it.

JM suggested that these guidelines be revised to say that bats could cling to this
material but could also cause damage to it and potentially get caught up in it.

Action: Appeal to bat workers for any experience or information about
Tyvek. BCT will seek feedback from the building regulations.

EN Licensing

At the last Forum meeting Kit Stoner made a request for any comments on the draft
proposal for professional training and licensing. She had received many comments
from batworkers and these had been compiled and the general issues raised at a
meeting with the English Nature Licensing Section. BCT would be working closely
with EN to take this issue forward.
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BBC Breathing Space Campaign

On behalf of BCT’s Marketing Officer Sarah Leggett, FM reported back on a meeting
BCT attended about the BBC’s new Breathing Space Campaign. What follows is a
summary of that report.

e BCT were invited along to the BBC Natural History Unit in Bristol before
Christmas to discuss planned natural history programmes over the next three
years.

e The campaign was all about getting people out and in touch with nature, and
would follow up on the existing success of Springwatch and other
programmes.

e There were many opportunities for national and local TV coverage, as well as
radio and internet.

e It was a great opportunity for BCT, bat groups and bat conservation in general
to get some fantastic PR for bats.

e BCT had started working with the BBC to develop filming ideas but needed
the input of bat groups and batworkers to ensure that we presented a wide
variety of ideas and opportunities to the programme makers.

e On BCT’s part a special web page would be developed on the website that
would be linked from the BBC website - this would list events, volunteer
opportunities and ideas for people to get involved.

BCT had been asked to provide regional contacts for the UK, and Sarah had asked if
bat group Forum regional reps would be happy to put their names forward for this.

Action: BCT to circulate this information to Forum representatives to get
feedback on this subject.

National Bat Conference 2006
Appeals were made for specific batworker or bat group talks that could be included
into this year’s conference programme.

14. Dates and Locations of Next Meetings

Everyone agreed that moving the Forum location to the south-west for this meeting
had been very successful and it was agreed that the next meeting should follow a
similar format. Chester Zoo was suggested as a possible venue for the next meeting.
Provisional dates of 13th or 20th May 2006 were suggested. The September meeting
would be on Friday 22nd at the National Conference in Reading.
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Appendix
Bat Group Regional Reports
East Midlands Region

Leicestershire & Rutland (LRBG)

LRBG have visited two hibernacula, in January. One is a small culvert, but it had a
Daubenton's and a Natterer's; the other had its best count to date: 18 pipistrelles and 2
brown long-eared. One crevice had at least 7 pipistrelles squeezed into it!

LRBG is currently applying for a grant of £5,000 to buy a laptop computer, projector,
display boards and to produce new leaflets. The focus of the bid is to train more
batworkers but also members of the public to be aware of bats and to collect records.
This will be done through a series of 'Village Bat Survey' training events. The group
shall also, if successful, buy more bat detectors and equipment for recording and
analysing bat sounds.

South Nottinghamshire (SNBG)

A check on the bat boxes on Budby South Forest heath on 10th October revealed 4
noctule bats - the highest count for a single visit since May 2002 and the joint highest
since the scheme began in 1990. 5 Leisler's bats were also recorded - including 3
together in a flat Schwegler type 1FF woodcrete box - the only flat box of the 40 or so
on the heath, and a fairly recent addition - in May 2004. A 45 kHz pipistrelle was also
found in one of the standard boxes.

The SNBG's new website is proving popular, and can be accessed at
www.southnottsbatgroup.org.uk or through the BCT website.

North West England Region

Greater Manchester

The Friends of Roach Valley have £800 of community group money which they are
using to purchase a number of Schwegler bat boxes. The bat group have been asked to
help with the siting of these boxes.

West Midlands Region

SE Staffordshire
The group is active and offering preliminary training for potential license holders.

Staffordshire
This group is active and caving work and experience around hibernation sites
producing newsletter.

Worcestershire
Not very active currently but responding to Batline calls and hoping to develop.

Herefordshire
Active.
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Warwickshire
Active and producing a newsletter.

Derbyshire
Active.

Shropshire
Very limited people available hoping that support from BCT at training in August
2006 may help generate active people.

Birmingham and Black Country

The bat group have a new website: www.brumbats.org.uk and are pleased to be
involved with the Count Bat Project with BCT planning meeting on 14 February
2006. A meeting is arranged for 22 March 2006 to look at relaunching and developing
the group. Plenty of summer walks and wider season talks have been taking place and
the group already have some more booked for 2006. Recent events have included
Solihull Oaks and Shires event and Birmingham Botanical gardens wildlife event. The
group have a talk coming up for a local branch of University of the Third Age and a
date to do some training for the Solihull ranger service to develop their skills to run
bat walks.

Cumberland and Westmorland

Has received a large grant from HLF for BAP projects coordinated by the Cumbria
Wildlife Trust to be allocated over the next two years. The group has also received a
grant for laptops and projectors as well as ten bat detectors. A number of bat talks and
walks have been conducted.

Cumberland Bat Group located a number of bat box schemes that have not been
checked for several years.

Westmorland Bat Group are busy with summer and winter programmes.
North East England Region

South Yorkshire
This bat group is now established and includes some very enthusiastic members.

South East England Region

Sussex

Sussex bat group reports that the greater mouse-eared bat moved into its hibernation
site in December. Some of the hibernation counts were good but a number were lower
than on previous counts. All sites were incredibly dry.

Kent

Kent bat group surveyed a railway tunnel that had not been checked for some time, on
one occasion 13 bats were recorded; this number is normally a great deal smaller. Bat

activity is logged and showed that bats were active on 244 of 365 nights; 90% of these
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passes occurred in August, September or October. The group now want to look at the
times of passes and how this will relate.

South Wales Region

Monmouthshire

The main effort in 2005 was the Gwent Bat Survey Project; 45 grid squares were
surveyed for foraging bats plus additional information from 25 Forest Enterprise
squares. Most of the recordings have now been analysed and data entered on Map
Information. Interesting points to note were that there were twice as many
P.pipistrellus spot locations as for P. pygmaeus. A second serotine roost building was
located in the Wye Valley; greater horseshoe foraging locations indicate a second
roost.

lan Rabjohns thanked BCT for their help with their registration with Entrust (Landfill
tax administration organisation). The project has secured significant funding to
continue work with more equipment, targeting Newport.

The group continue to monitor all Monmouthshire planning applications and make
representations where appropriate. It is disappointing that the local authority still do
not require surveys for barn conversions unless a roost is documented at the building.

The group are working with the new LBAP officer to put SAPs in place for the two
horseshoe species. Hibernation surveys this winter have given the best results from
the two SAC sites of 140 and 76 lessers. Two other sites not checked since the early
1980°s gave good results of 13 and 35 lessers.

The usual stands and talks took place including a BCT stand at the Royal Welsh Show
have been attended. The group has also liaised with other organisations.

South Wales Valleys

On Halloween the South Wales Valleys Bat Group was launched. The Halloween
extravaganza was held at Parc Cwm Darran, near Caerphilly. The park itself is most
famous for its appearance in the Dr Who series 'Dr Who and the Green Death'!
Children’s activities included fancy dress on a Halloween theme as well as a bat
themed trail around the park, ending in a storytelling session around a fire at the log
circle, before heading back to the visitor centre for hot chocolate and bat biscuits.
Later on there was a bat-talk and slide show and a rather soggy bat walk.

The group also held its first group meeting at Barry Sidings Country Park, Trehafod
(Rhondda Cynon Taf), again with our Chair (Erica Colkett) providing the group with
a welcoming introduction to bats in the South Wales Valleys and her work with the
Countryside Council for Wales as well as a bat carer.

Other activities included raising awareness of bats to the public at an event at
Caerphilly Garden Centre, as well as training by our trainer (Erica) and with lan
Rabjohns, who some of the group assisted in hibernacula surveys in Monmouthshire.

Contributing to the LBAP process by writing Rhondda Cynon Taf's SAP for all bat
species and also to others in the bat group area. Involved with a local bat box scheme
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in Caerphilly for a local school and helping raise awareness to the children and
teachers. Will continue to work with the school and hopefully get them to do some bat
counts!

Fundraising activities have just started and working on an ‘Awards for All’ grant to
get some Kit. May also be applying for support from the Bat Group Support Fund.

Our main aims for the next few months are to continue with our winter indoor
meetings (one per month) and organise our field surveys and events for 2006. One
particular area we will be involved with is surveying for barbastelles to the far west of
our patch, relating to a bypass scheme.

North Wales Region

Clwyd

Clwyd Bat Group has continued to monitor bat boxes put up as part of the Species
Challenge Fund Rare Woodland Mammals project. Pipistrelles have finally tuned up
in boxes in woodlands in Flintshire and Denbighshire. The AGM was held in
November and the group has a number of keen members which is very promising for
survey work, several are currently being trained or are keen to be trained. The group
has also carried out their winter hibernacula surveys in December with more planned
for January and March.

Gwynedd

Gwynedd Bat Group has obtained a grant from the CCW Species Challenge Fund to
get a website up and running, this will be available shortly on
www.gwyneddnats.org.uk or www.ystlumodgwynedd.org.uk. Recent hibernacula
monitoring has been taking place in the north and a record of 6 lesser horseshoe bats
was found on Anglesey and the return of the “Dean”, the furthest north greater
horseshoe bat, to the mine in the Conwy Valley; he was first found there in 2001 and
had been ringed as a baby in the Forest of Dean in 1999.

The work to the old pump house in Llangefni has been completed. The building is
now converted to a bat roost and otter holt. The group has visited once but no sign of
bats yet. Hibernation surveys of underground sites in south Gwynedd were carried
out, 5 new mine sites were grilled in September 2005. A large number of lesser
horseshoe bats were present at one site, 3 days after grilling. The general trend for
January hibernation monitoring seems to be higher than last year. Pauline Barber can
be contacted for more information on this.

South East Scotland Region

Request for information about the design and management for roads and bridges. John
Haddow is involved with an engineering group who need ecological advice to
incorporate roosts into bridges. Appeal for additional information especially with
reference to modern designs.

North Scotland Region

Most groups have been carrying out hibernation surveys. Last year in Inverness there
were some possible noctule sightings but this is much further north than expected.
This year the group aim to record the bats calls to aid in confirmation.

13


http://www.gwyneddnats.org.uk/
http://www.ystlumodgwynedd.org.uk/

Bat Group Forum: 4" February 2006
From: www.bats.org.uk

14



