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ACTION POINTS FROM BAT GROUP FORUM MEETING 2ND SEPTEMBER
2005

3. Matters Arising

Ongoing Action: Regional Reps

Regional Reps are asked to encourage people with good bat knowledge to
consider volunteering for the out of office hours helpline service. The
service runs from May - September. Volunteers work on a rota,
answering helpline calls over weekends, holidays and evenings. Training
will be given by BCT. This may be of interest to bat workers who find
their mental abilities are now exceeding their physical agility. Anyone
wanting to know more about volunteering should contact BCT.

4. BCT Forum Report

Action: BCT to circulate updated Bat Group Development Guide when
complete.

5. Rabies Update

Action: BCT to produce a standard letter for GPs clearly stating that bat
workers are entitled to free rabies vaccinations and referring the GP to the
appropriate section of the Green Book.

Action: BCT to update paper to include a section on handling techniques,
suitable gloves and suppliers. Paper to be also circulated to researchers.

7. Licensing and Professional Training Structure

Action: Bat workers - give comments on BCT’s Draft proposal for
professional training (paper by Kit Stoner)

Action: Bat workers - Notify BCT of concerns regarding licensing.
8. Bats and Conifer Plantations

Action: BCT -

1. To contact RSPB to discuss situation at Tilford.

2. Work with partner organizations, such as English Nature, to assess
the impact that restoration schemes have on the favourable
conservation status of bats.

3. Lobby for further scientific study of the use of coniferous plantations
by bats and into how the effects of felling can be mitigated to ensure
FCS is maintained.
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12. Date and location of next meeting.

Action: Nick Tomlinson to arrange next Forum meeting.
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1. Apologies for absence

Apologies where received from:

John Goldsmith Norfolk Bat Group
Keith Rogers South Wales Regional Rep
Esther Thomas West Wales Regional Rep

2. Minutes of Forum Meeting of 25 May 2005

Item 6 Humane Killing of Captive Bats - ACTION POINT 2 Should read "Charging for
euthanasia” .

The minutes were then accepted as an accurate record of the meeting.

3. Matters Arising

Regional reps were asked to encourage people with a good knowledge of bat issues to
volunteer for the BCT out of hours helpline.

Ongoing Action Point: Regional Reps

Regional Reps are asked to encourage people with good bat
knowledge to consider volunteering for the out of office hours helpline
service. The service runs from May — September. Volunteers work
on a rota, answering helpline calls over weekends, holidays and
evenings. Training will be given by BCT. This may be of interest to
bat workers who find their mental abilities are now exceeding their
physical agility. Anyone wanting to know more about volunteering
should contact BCT.

Most of the Actions Points from the previous meeting had been addressed. There were
updates on some points.

Definition of an Active Batworker
ST gave a definition of an ®“active” voluntar

Broadly, anyone who is supportive of bat conservation, but can be broken
down to various levels.

A Bat Group member.
e The importance of an armchair member should not be
underestimated.
A Offers/actual help with bat group surveys and publicity events
e Offers do not always turn into actual help. Reliability is a useful
measure of commitment
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A Attendance at formal meetings
e Networking is useful, keeping up with events, re. findings, activity
etc., often leads to greater involvement in group activity

A Trainees
e Why do they want a licence? Are they reliable? Do they attend
meetings, help with less exciting things — i.e. are they active in
conservation or do they just want a licence?

A Licensed bat wardens
e Some are very active. Some are also active in other ways but there
are also those who have had a licence for many years (some even
since pre-training era) yet do not keep in touch with others in the
group, attend no meetings,
up-to-date is their knowledge? Are they really active bat workers?

A Surveying/monitoring
¢ NBMP monitoring and survey work of various types.

A Leading bat walks, giving talks
This is a key aspect for an aspiring bat worker as they gain a great
deal of experience of talking to people and that is, of course, a key
part of being a volunteer bat worker.

A Those committed to a specific task
e Newsletter Editor, Events Organiser, Recorder, bat carers, website
manager etc. May or may not be a committee member. Usually a
small core in a bat group, often taking on several tasks. The really
active bat worker is sometimes too busy to do the more exciting
bat work!

A Regular input of good quality records
o Very few people fall into this category, including licence holders,
trustees etc.

All those present agreed that this was a very helpful definition.

Meeting with Defra, Scottish Executive, Welsh Assembly Government, SNCOs and BCT
to discuss habitat regulations and licensing

KP reported back on a meeting with Defra on the Habitats Regulations and EPS licensing
issues. Meetings with the Scottish Executive, Welsh Assembly Government and SNCOs
were still to be arranged. KP and Julia Hanmer met with representatives of the Wildlife
Division and Rural Development Service. The following was a summary of the
discussion

don
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Defra issue around 1,000 EPS licences per annum though these were not just for
bats.

Compliance monitoring — there had been around 50 checks per annum where
there had been concerns plus a further 50 routine checks.

Around 50% of all licence applications received were returned to the applicant as
the EN guidelines had not been followed and the application had insufficient
information.

RDS had offered to host a workshop for consultants to highlight the information
required in order to process an application.

RDS was also reviewing the licence application form.

RDS now had more staff and as a result the time taken to process applications
would decrease and the number of compliance checks increase though no figures
were given.

RDS were of the opinion that the monitoring of mitigation measures beyond the
term of the licence was not enforceable. This view might be altered by a
statement from Europe.

BCT had asked that the results of compliance monitoring were made available
and could be presented on the BCT website as a way of sharing experience and
information and therefore identifying best practice.

JM pointed out that the Welsh Assembly Government were to make changes to their EPS
licence application as a result of input by Countryside Council for Wales species
advisors.

Volunteers and English Nature

BCT had been involved in a meeting with English Nature and other stakeholders. BCT
emphasized the importance of volunteer action for conservation and stressed that this
must not be lost when the new organization Natural England forms.

4. BCT Forum Report

NBMP

EC gave an update on the National Bat Monitoring Programme (NBMP).

The annual report was being finalized. This would be available to download from
the BCT website.

A glossy brochure would summarise the findings.

A new volunteer leaflet was to be produced.

There had been a high rate of repeat surveys that was very important in getting
good statistical results.

EC expressed her thanks to volunteer surveyors on behalf of the NBMP team.

Helpline
CH gave an update on the BCT Helpline.

BCT was now doing contract work for English Nature (EN) in 7 regions.
This has led to greater BCT involvement in bat casework.
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e There were now three Helpline Officers who dealt with the usual helpline calls
and the EN roost visitor calls.
It had been a busy summer with a peak of 93 calls received on one July day.

AC pointed out that BCT maintained

who also dealt with EN roost visitor calls
CH expressed BCT"s thanks to al/l t he
bat workers making roost visits.

Bat Group Development Guide

NT asked if the updated Bat Group Development Guide would be circulated to bat
groups. SM was working on this and a revised version would be circulated when it was
complete.

Action: BCT to circulate updated Bat Group Development Guide when
complete.

Woodland Management Guidelines

ST asked what progress there had been on the above. KP replied that the guidelines were
in final draft form and would be launched on 11" October 2005. The Forestry
Commission was hosting three launch venues. They would also be presented at the
Welsh Bat Workers Day.

Guidelines on Wind Farms and Bats
ST asked what progress had been made on this. KP replied that there would be a
presentation during the conference.

5. Rabies Update

Bat Bite Procedure

AC reported that BCT had been successful in persuading Defra not to adopt a blanket
policy of euthanasing all bats that bite humans but to review each incident on a case by
case basis. BCT was working with Defra to produce a decision tree that would guide
Defra vets when they were assessing the risk.

Regional reps were asked to encourage bat groups/ bat workers to report all bites/
potential exposures to the BCT Helpline so this could be monitored. Examples of over
reaction by Defra officials were highlighted. AC stressed that these incidents occurred
when BCT and/or the bat groups were not involved at the very beginning of the process
and that where BCT/ bat groups were involved the outcome for all concerned, as well as
the bat, was likely to be much better.

JS asked if BCT could produce a letter that bat workers could take to their GP stating that
bat workers were entitled to free rabies vaccinations.
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Action: BCT to produce a standard letter for GPs clearly stating that bat
workers are entitled to free rabies vaccinations and referring the GP to the
appropriate section of the Green Book.

JM asked what procedure there was for titre testing in Wales. AC responded that this
policy would be informed by the outcome of research into bat workers and vaccinations.

Wearing gloves whilst handling bats

Durham Bat Group responded to the paper produced by SM to say that they would wear

gloves whilst handling Daubenton®s and serot
pipistrelles. None of those present at the meeting supported this view. The consensus at

the meeting was that gloves should be worn while handling all bat species. It was felt

very important that bat workers set a good example to the public and were always seen to

be handling bats with gloves.

It was suggested that a note be added to the paper explaining that in some situations, such
as extracting bats from mist nets, it might be appropriate to have one gloved hand
(holding the bat) and one ungloved hand. It might also be helpful to include information
on the types of glove suitable for different species and a list of suppliers. KP stated that as
well as bat groups it would be advisable to get the message about wearing gloves through
to researchers.

Action: BCT to update paper to include a section on handling techniques,
suitable gloves and suppliers. Paper to be also circulated to researchers.

6. Ormesby Treatment Works

GB attended the Forum to give an alternative view of the situation at the Ormesby
Treatment Works. This followed on from the report at the last Forum meeting. GB
outlined the survey work that has been done and the mitigation measures undertaken.
Radio tracking had identified seven other bat roosts used by bats from the water treatment
works. An alternate roost had been built which offered a range of temperatures - few bats
were using the artificial roost. This may have been because they did not like it, had not
discovered it or had ample alternatives nearby. The original plan was to have the artificial
roost in place for some time (18 months) before the bats were excluded. However the
building where the bats were roosting had major structural faults and movement had
caused one of the water tanks to crack, releasing large amounts of water. As a result a
licence was applied for and the bats excluded earlier than originally planned.

It was pointed out that the bats had been excluded but that there seemed to have been no
further work done to repair the building. This led to discussion on the terms of the
licence. It was pointed out that the licence holder was there to oversee the exclusion of
the bats and other matters associated with the disturbance but may not have any power
when it comes to ensuring that other work goes ahead.
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The case brought out some interesting issues and principles. It was agreed that Forum
should act as an arena where such issues could be discussed but could not act as any kind
of arbitrator or judge.

7. Licensing and Professional Training Structure

KS had written aposgisag ehangesamthe Bathing aad ligensing
procedures. People at the conference would be invited to comment on the suggestions
sheet provided.

Bat workers were invited to notify BCT of cases where they felt the licensing system was
not working.

Action: Bat workers - give comments on BCT’s Draft proposal for
professional training (paper by Kit Stoner)

Action: Bat workers - Notify BCT of concerns regarding licensing.
8. Bats and Conifer Plantations

GM gave a short presentation on his research that showed the importance of conifer
plantations for bats. The Durham Bat Group agreed that conifers may be an underrated
resource for bats and that this kind of research was useful. The Surrey Bat Group had
raised the issue of the felling of conifers at the RSPB reserve at Tilford and the impact
that this may have on serotine bats.

Action: BCT -

1. To contact RSPB to discuss situation at Tilford.

2. Work with partner organizations, such as English Nature, to assess the
impact that restoration schemes have on the favourable conservation status
of bats.

3. Lobby for further scientific study of the use of coniferous plantations by bats
and into how the effects of felling can be mitigated to ensure FCS is
maintained.

9. Bat Group Updates

See Appendix to these minutes.
10. Nominations for Pete Guest Award

Two nominations had been put forward. Those present at the meeting were asked to make
their choice. The result would be announced on Sunday at the National Conference.
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11. Any Other Business

SW asked people to let BCT know if they felt e-mails were not getting through so that
BCT could keep email address lists up to date.

SW was stepping down as Chair of the Forum. All those present thanked her for all her
hard work over the years. NT would be taking over as Chair.

The Forum was informed that Colin Catto would be leaving BCT at the beginning of
September. The process of choosing his successor was underway. (Note: Since the
meeting, Karen Haysom had been appointed as the new Director of Conservation. She
was to start at BCT in January 2006).

12. Date and location of next meeting.

At the meeting in May it was agreed that one of the Forum meetings, other than the one
at the National Conference, would be held outside London. NT had kindly agreed to
investigate having the meeting in the south-west. It was also agreed that the meeting
could be combined with some sort of bat activity. The date and location of the next
meeting would be circulated.

Action: Nick Tomlinson to arrange next Forum meeting.

The meeting ended at 10:15 PM.
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Appendix
Bat Group Regional Reports
East Midlands Region

All Groups in the region have been very busy throughout the summer with the usual bat
walks, talks, training sessions, county shows and other batty events. In addition:

Lincs

In June the bat group was runner-up in the group category of the Lincolnshire
Environmental Awards for the Bats on the Map project, where for the last 9 years the
group has been putting all bat records on the 1:25,000 Explorer OS maps, including
roosts, sighting records, grounded bats and feeding areas. This has increased the Group's
records from c. 300 to well over 5,000, and allowed them to produce distribution maps
for Lincoln and Boston. At least 50% of the records came from the public, gathered at
shows, talks and other events. At the Revesby Show at the beginning of August, one the
group hadn't attended before, they got over 130 records in one day! It also provides an
opportunity to engage with the public, educate and problem solve - and so is excellent PR

The group has had few lost/ abandoned/ orphaned babies and juveniles this year, and
were able to return most of the lost juveniles to their roosts. One very small baby that
was not possible to reunite with its mother was successfully hand reared on SMA baby
milk substitute! In the last week one of the group has taken in two very young
underweight juvenile brown long-eareds, one of which was too emaciated to revive.
These were so small they must have been born at the very beginning of August, and it is
suspected they had been abandoned. On the other hand the group has had in record
numbers of underweight male pipistrelles (virtually every one since January), most of
which have been fed up and released.

Northants

A male barbastelle was found roosting in a disused barn on a country estate near Oundle
throughout the summer. A pipistrelle was seen at 9am on a sunny morning in late August
hawking insects on the outskirts of Daventry. No birds were taking any notice or
mobbing it. A similar incident was seen in Antrim, N Ireland two weeks before: birds
galore around, but none taking any notice of the feeding bat, and that one was watched
for half an hour. A maternity roost of Natterer's bats in a church porch, normally peaking
at 60 bats, reached over 110 this year. A sudden increase like this has to be caused by
bats arriving from elsewhere, and not a population increase (not at their breeding rate).A
common pipistrelle roost that has been monitored for over a decade arrived just after the
BCT roost survey ended, so once again scored a "zero", yet over a hundred were present
a week later

Leicestershire

11
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A bat walk for British Waterways at Foxton Locks was a first for the group. Both
common pipistrelles and Daubenton's were encountered.

Cambridgeshire

Knowledge of the March noctules and Wimpole barbastelles has been extended with
further radio-tracking work. A second maternity colony of barbastelles was identified in
June - 1.3 km away from the original roosting area.

South Notts

The group’s website has now been launched, and has attracted much local interest. The
address is www.southnottshatgroup.org.uk. The group has been involved this summer in
giving informal advice about bats to people undertaking canal restoration work and to the
EA regarding flood defence schemes, amongst others.

Bedfordshire
The group's website www.batsinbeds.org has been redesigned and received very
favourable comments, several new members have been recruited as a result.

Monthly surveys at Whipsnade Zoo have been carried out for the first time this year,
attracting more interest from potential new members.

A second barbastelle colony has been confirmed in the county. A female was radio-
tracked to a roost tree near the county boundary with Buckinghamshire. The colony is
near Woburn, about 23 km from the other known Beds colony in Old Warden. During
the barbastelle work, the group have been finding new locations for other species,
including Nattererer's, Nathusius' pipistrelle and a county first record of Brandt's bat.
Regular monitoring at two sites has continued as in previous years. Numbers at the
county's large soprano pipistrelle roost were well down this year - peaking at well under
200, compared with 600 in earlier years.

South Wales Region

Gwent

The Gwent Bat Group has been involved with the Gwent Bat Survey Project, coordinated
by lan Rabjohns. The project was set up under the Greater Gwent Biodiversity Group to
gain greater knowledge of the distribution of bats in Gwent.

The project will survey bats in the wider environment while they are out foraging at
ni ght . Al l of the UK"s 17 species (12 so f
they are hunting their insect prey; these can be recorded and analysed on computer
programs to enable us to identify the species using any area. It may also help to establish
the presence of our rarer bats that exist only in small numbers and often only in woodland
where they are very hard to find. The actual survey work will involve walking slowly on
transect lines through the selected grid squares, attempting to pass a wide variety of
habitat features within the square, while taking time-expanded recordings of bats onto a
mini-disc recorder. This is expected to take up to two and a half hours from dusk

12
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onwards. Repeat visits may be necessary to some areas. These recordings are later
analysed. The first survey period will be during August and September 2005, with
continuing work over subsequent years. This project is generously supported by the
Countryside Council for Wales through its Species Challenge Fund.

Valleys

There is now a new bat group for the South Wales valleys. The Valleys Bat Group was
formed in late August and will cover the county and county borough areas (excluding the
Brecon Beacons National Park) of Rhondda Cynon Taff, Merthyr Tydfil, Blaenau Gwent,
Torfaen and Caerphilly (approximately 1,030 km?), with a population of more than
618,000.

The group, chaired by Erica Colkett, will be organising a series of events throughout the
forthcoming year including winter training workshops, summer surveys as well as
numerous walks and talks for members of the public. However, the group is already
assisting in the Gwent Bat Survey Project as well as the Bats and Roadside Mammals
Survey and NBMP.

Vale of Glamorgan & Bridgend
Still involved with the Bats and Roadside Mammals survey and continuing with NBMP
surveys.

Cardiff
Still involved with the Bats and Roadside Mammals survey and continuing with NBMP
surveys.

West Wales Region

North Ceredigion
In Aberystwyth, the bat group stand has been pressed into action at National Science
week (for school children) and Ceredigion Biodiversity week.

The NBMP colony counts were all up on last year and the pipistrelle roost that had
suffered some disturbance last summer seems to be doing well.

The group has carried out a number of roost visits, tackling problems such as bats
crawling out from under skirting boards, to bats falling into a kitchen. They were also
asked to identify a pipistrelle roost for the NBMP by a roost owner and in doing so, found
a Natterer®s roost in the same roof which th

The car surveys have been something of a challenge for the group, but they have
managed at least one survey a month so far. The first survey featured a serotine,
something of a rarity for the area. The group is also participating in the pilot woodland
batsurveyforBCT-no bar bastelles so far but there®"s

13
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The surveys for the Wildlife Trust for South and West Wales are underway in Coed

Penglanowen, which is a woodland managed for deadwood. A lot of pipistrelle activity

and a few myotid bats (Natterer®“s and Daub
noctule tree roost has been identified. Further monitoring using Anabat and emergence

checks on nearby houses are due to take place during the autumn.

Teifi

The new Teifi Bat Group have been concentrating on activities to enable new members to
become familiar with different methods of surveying so that they can build up some
confidence and take the initiative in future. They have between six and 12 members at
present.

The group have also taken part in the NBMP colony counts (brown long-eared and
greater horseshoe), a waterway survey on the Teifi, two BCT pilot woodland bat surveys,
and a bat evening for the Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales.

In Pembrokeshire National Park, the group has been monitoring a site newly acquired by

the Park, using Anabats. The monitoring of the greater horseshoes at Cardigan Castle is

ongoing and the group continue to assist Tom McOwat with the monitoring of baby

greater horseshoe bats at Stackpol e. Tom he
summer.

And finally, the group have carried out some roost visits, advising roost owners and
adding a new pipistrelle roost to the list of roosts to monitor next year for the NBMP.

Pembrokeshire

Pembrokeshire Bat Group have taken part in the lesser horseshoe monitoring as usual,
and the regular NBMP colony counts for pipistrelles. They have also surveyed one or two
pilot sites for the woodland bat survey.

The greater horseshoes in Pembrokeshire appear to have had a good summer with yet
another record total of babies.

A new lesser horseshoe site Annie found last year has turned out to be linked to a new

breeding site in a nearby building. It might also be an alternative site for a colony that

was discovered a few years ago, but that seemed to have disappeared.

Their next group meeting should be in early
activities and finds will follow at the next Bat Groups Forum.

North Wales Region

Gwynedd
Nant y Pandy/ Dingle Local Nature Reserve, Llangefni, Anglesey

14
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e Trial and modification of BCT woodland survey protocol (for barbestelles) for the
Dingle to see what bat species are present and as a pilot survey for future bat
monitoring on the site. Also trained LNR staff in bat identification and survey
method. Paid £200 for work which was donated to Madagascan Bat Group, in
person by Jean and Simon!

e Gained Species Challenge money to convert an old derelict pump house into a
combined bat roost and otter holt, work to be undertaken in autumn/winter 2005.

e More information on the
Dingle:http://www.ukmaburbanforum.org.uk/award_sites web/Sites/nant_y pand
y_dingle.htm

Survey work
e Lesser horseshoe counts on behalf of CCW. Found 4 nursery roosts in the
Mawddach valley.
NBMP counts by various Bat Group members
e Mine adits grilled.
Bat survey of RSPB Malltraeth Reserve.

Publicity
e Various bat walks, talks and stands at fares e.g. Snowdonia Biodiversity Fare.

e Gained species Challenge money to develop a website, action autumn/winter
2005

Clwyd
e Lesser horseshoe monitoring.
e Counting lesser horseshoe bats out of their summer nursery roosts took place
during June and July.

Bat Boxes

As part of the “Rare Woodland Mammal
Group put up 15 bat boxes in two woodlands per county: Flintshire, Denbighshire,
Wrexham and Conwy during 2004. These boxes are now being surveyed. So far, three
pipistrelle bats were recorded in September using two boxes in Dinbren Isa wood
Denbighshire.

Bat Detector Evenings:
e Thursday 1st September. This was an opportunity for group members to see
Daubentons and pipistrelles along the Llangollen Canal, using bat detectors, but
the noctules had vacated their usual tree roost.

e Saturday 3rd September 8.30pm. Bat And Moth Evening At Rhydymwyn Nature
Reserve, Near Mold. This was a public event organised by The Deeside Urban
Wildlife Group (DUWG) with help from the Clwyd Bat Group. A very well
attended event (60+) but most of the bats were to be found above the moth trap,
which had hardly any!

15

Speci es


http://www.ukmaburbanforum.org.uk/award_sites_web/Sites/nant_y_pandy_dingle.htm
http://www.ukmaburbanforum.org.uk/award_sites_web/Sites/nant_y_pandy_dingle.htm
http://www.ukmaburbanforum.org.uk/award_sites_web/Sites/nant_y_pandy_dingle.htm

Bat Group Forum
From: www.bats.org.uk

e Thursday 8th September. Bat evening at Nant Mill Visitor Centre. This was a
public event organised by the Wrexham Countryside Service with help from the
Clwyd Bat Group. Despite the torrential rain lesser horseshoe bats were still
flying and were picked up on the (Magenta) detectors.

Scotland

Clyde and Central Scotland Bat groups have been involved in the Bats and Roadside
Mammals Survey. There have been several unconfirmed reports of noctule-like bats in
the Highlands, one near Ullapool, another at Garve and a third at Strathpeffer. In general
summer 2005 was much better than 2004 (with

the usual number of waifs and strays.)
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