
From: Laura Dunne 
Sent: 13 February 2008 17:27 
Subject: UK Bat Worker Bulletin 1: 13th Feb 08 
 
THE INFORMATION BELOW HAS BEEN CIRCULATD TO UK BAT GROUP CONTACTS.  PLEASE FORWARD TO 
OTHERS, AS APPROPRIATE 

 
Dear all, 
 
1. New BCT mail out strategy 
2. Request for more dead bats to be submitted for passive surveillance 
3. Bat Group Enquiry Support 

 
1. New BCT mail out strategy 
To address the problem of email overload, I will now email UK Bat Group mail outs to you as 
weekly/fortnightly compilations, rather than as individual issues.   Feedback on this will be gladly 
received, as always.  
 
2. Request for more dead bats to be submitted for passive surveillance 
As you know, rabies testing on dead bats is carried out by the Veterinary Laboratories Agency (VLA) 
in Surrey on behalf of Defra.  This passive surveillance scheme has been running since 1987. The five 
UK bats, all Daubenton's, that have so far tested positive for live EBLV2 have been identified through 
this programme.  It is vital that bats with live virus are identified so that any human or animal 
contact issues can be properly addressed; it is also important for furthering our knowledge of EBLV 
in UK bats. 
 
Submission of dead bats to the VLA is patchy across the UK with good numbers submitted from 
some areas but few from others. Whilst we would like to thank all those who have submitted bats so 
far, we do encourage everyone  to continue to send any dead bats to the VLA as a matter of 
routine.   Postage-paid packaging for submitting dead bats is available from the BCT. You can, stock 
up by calling us on 0845 1300 228 or emailing enquiries@bats.org.uk If you have not submitted dead 
bats in the past we would strongly urge to do so in the future. 
 
We understand that some batworkers are keen to retain carcasses of rarer species for training 
purposes.  To try to increase numbers of the rarer species being submitted, Defra has agreed that, in 
exceptional cases, carcasses of  greater and lesser horseshoes, Bechstein's, barbastelles and grey 
long-eared bats may be returned to the sender provided they test negative for EBLV.  If you require 
this service you should  make this clear on the BAT 1 form that you send in with your dead bat 
(forms are available at: www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/regulat/forms/vla/bat1.htm or from the BCT).  
In these cases, different procedures are involved and so to minimise the risk to laboratory staff 
undertaking the procedure (should the bat be positive) each specimen required for return will have 
to be assessed by laboratory staff on a case-by-case basis.  Although it cannot be promised that you 
will have your bat returned if you request this, VLA will make every effort to accommodate your 
wishes. 
 
We hope that you continue to send in dead bats to the VLA as a matter of routine.  Of course, if you 
receive a bat that you suspect may have EBLV, you must contact your local Animal Health Office who 
will make arrangements to have it transported to the VLA for testing. 
 
If you have any questions about the passive surveillance scheme or about rabies issues in general, 
please feel free to email Alison Rasey at arasey@bct.org.uk. 
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3. Bat Group Enquiry Support 
If your struggling to keep up with bat group enquires, and finding it difficult to find someone to share 
the responsibility (perhaps because potential volunteers are lacking in confidence or experience), 
please let me knowΦ LΩƳ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇƭƛƴŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘΣ ǘƻ 
ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƛƭƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
particular group.   Feel free to call or email with any queries or if youΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
options.  
 
Best wishes, 
Laura 
 
Laura Dunne 
Bat Group Officer 
Bat Conservation Trust 
15 Cloisters House, 8 Battersea Park Road, London SW8 4BG 
Tel +44 (0) 20 7501 3633 
www.bats.org.uk 
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